
United Airlines Change Flight Online: 
Steps, Fees & Policies 

 

Travel plans can change unexpectedly, but modifying a flight reservation does not always have 
to be difficult. United Airlines provides online options that allow eligible passengers to adjust 
their travel dates, times, or flights through the website or mobile app. Understanding the united 
airlines change flight process, applicable fees, and fare restrictions can help you make 
changes smoothly and avoid surprises. 

How to Change a United Airlines Flight Online 
United Airlines makes it convenient for passengers to manage eligible reservations online. To 
begin, visit United Airlines’ official website or open the United mobile app. Sign in to your 
MileagePlus account if applicable, or access your reservation using your confirmation number 
and passenger information. 

After locating your booking, select the option to manage or change the trip. Choose the flight 
you want to modify and enter your preferred new travel date, time, or flight. United will display 
available alternatives along with any applicable fare difference or other charges. 

https://www.esyflyhub.com/flight-change/united-airlines-change-flight-policy
https://www.esyflyhub.com/flight-change/united-airlines-change-flight-policy


Review the updated itinerary carefully before confirming the change. Once completed, you 
should receive updated reservation information showing the new flight details. 

United Airlines Flight Change Fees 
One of the major advantages of United’s current policy is that change fees have been eliminated 
for most Economy and premium-cabin tickets for flights within the United States and certain 
nearby international markets. United also states that change fees do not apply to international 
travel originating in the U.S. for eligible tickets. 

However, “no change fee” does not necessarily mean that changing a flight is completely free. If 
your new flight costs more than your original ticket, you may need to pay the difference in fare. 
The amount depends on factors such as the new itinerary, fare class, availability, and travel 
date. 

Because ticket restrictions can vary, passengers should always review the price displayed 
during the online change process before confirming. 

Basic Economy and Other Fare Restrictions 
Basic Economy tickets can have more restrictive conditions than standard Economy fares. 
United's published information indicates that Basic Economy tickets have specific limitations 
regarding changes and refunds. 

This means travelers should check their exact fare rules before attempting to modify a 
reservation. If online changes are unavailable, contacting United or the original booking agency 
may be necessary. 

Passengers who booked through a travel agency, vacation package, or another third party may 
also be subject to additional terms. United Vacations, for example, notes that package bookings 
can have separate airline, hotel, and supplier penalties. 

When Should You Change Your Flight? 
It is generally best to make a change as soon as your plans are confirmed. Earlier changes may 
provide access to more flight choices and potentially lower fare differences. Waiting until the last 
minute can limit available flights and may make the replacement itinerary more expensive. 

Before changing your booking, compare several available dates and departure times. If your 
schedule is flexible, selecting a less-demanded flight may help reduce the additional fare. 

Tips for a Smooth Flight Change 



Keep your confirmation number and passenger details available before starting the process. 
Check the new departure and arrival airports carefully, especially when multiple airports serve 
the same city. Review baggage, seat, and connection information after making the change. 

Also, save your updated confirmation and check your itinerary again before traveling. If your 
flight is affected by an operational disruption or travel waiver, special options may be available, 
so check United's current travel alerts before making a voluntary change. 

Final Thoughts 
The united airlines change flight process can be completed online for many eligible 
reservations. While United has removed change fees from many qualifying tickets, passengers 
may still have to pay a fare difference, and certain Basic Economy or specialized bookings can 
have additional restrictions. Reviewing the fare conditions and final price before confirming your 
new itinerary is the best way to make an informed change and keep your travel plans on track. 
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