
A well pump rarely quits at a convenient time. Water pressure falls off during a shower, the washing machine stalls
mid-cycle, and a quick trip to the basement confirms what every rural homeowner dreads: the pressure switch is
calling, but the pump is not delivering. In my line of work, that moment is where panic usually takes over—and
panic is exactly how people spend money on the wrong fix.

A properly selected submersible well pump should not be treated like a disposable appliance. In most residential
systems, a quality pump can deliver 8 to 15 years of service, and premium units can stretch far beyond that when
the well conditions, sizing, and controls are right. The real question is not simply whether your pump still runs. The
real question is whether a repair makes technical and financial sense compared to replacing it with a better long-
term solution.

Take the Barlowe family outside Sandpoint, Idaho. Mateo Barlowe, 41, is a remote GIS analyst. His wife, Erin
Barlowe, 39, runs a home-based bookkeeping business. They live on 11 wooded acres with their kids, Tessa, 12,
and Owen, 8. Their 186-foot private well had a failing 3/4 HP Red Lion unit rated around 10 GPM rating, and the
symptoms were classic: sputtering pressure, short cycling, and occasional sediment after heavy use. What looked
like “just a switch problem” turned out to be a bigger decision about repair versus replacement.

In this guide, I’ll walk you through the seven factors I use in the field: age, failure type, efficiency, construction
quality, sizing, serviceability, and warranty value. If you are weighing a repair on an aging myers pump, evaluating
myers water well pumps for an upgrade, or trying to decide whether your current myers well pump deserves
one more fix, this list will help you make the call with confidence.

#1. Age of the Pump - Expected Lifespan, Service History, and
When a Myers Water Pump Has Earned Retirement
Age matters because pump failures rarely happen in isolation; they show up after years of heat, amperage stress,
mineral exposure, and repeated starts.

Service-life benchmarks that actually matter

A pump that is 2 or 3 years old deserves a different conversation than one pushing 11 or 12 years. For a quality
deep well pump in a typical residential well water system, I generally view the 8-year mark as the point where
replacement deserves serious consideration if major components start failing. Once a motor is older, insulation
weakens, thrust loads add up, and efficiency falls off even when the pump still “works.”

With Myers Pumps, especially the Predator Plus Series, that timeline is often longer because the internal design
and material package are better than what I see in many commodity pumps. A well-maintained myers water
pump with good voltage, stable water level, and a correctly matched pressure tank may absolutely justify repair if
the issue is external and inexpensive. But when the unit is near end-of-life and requires pulling the pump for
motor More helpful hints or stage work, replacement usually wins.

Repair history tells the truth faster than the calendar

A pump’s birthdate is only part of the story. The repair log tells me more. If a homeowner has already replaced a
pressure switch, check valve, capacitor, splices, or drop cable in the last 18 months, I start asking a different
question: are we chasing symptoms from a pump that is slowly failing under load?

Mateo Barlowe had that exact pattern. By the time I reviewed his notes, he had already changed a switch, cleaned
contacts, and paid once for diagnostic work. The old Red Lion had only been in service a little over five years, but
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its actual wear was far beyond what the calendar suggested because of frequent cycling and a sandy well. That
pushed the conversation toward replacement.

Rick’s recommendation on age-based decisions

If your pump is under 5 years old, lean toward repair unless the motor is cooked or the pump was badly mis-sized
from the start. Between 5 and 8 years, the decision depends on failure type and pull cost. Past 8 years, I usually
tell homeowners to compare repair cost against a replacement threshold of about 40% to 50% of a new premium
setup. For a dependable water pump myers installation, replacing at the right time prevents repeat labor and
nuisance outages.

Bottom line: age alone does not condemn a pump, but age plus pull cost plus recurring trouble usually points
toward replacement.

#2. Failure Type - Motor Burnout, Sand Wear, and External
Component Problems That Change the Repair Decision

Not every no-water call means the pump itself is done. Some failures live above ground, and those are the ones
worth catching before you buy a new unit.

External faults are the best-case scenario

Here is the good news: plenty of “pump failures” are really control problems. A failed pressure switch, bad
breaker, loose wire splice, tank bladder problem, or failed control component can shut down water delivery even
though the pump itself is still sound. In those cases, repair is the right call. If I can restore normal amperage draw,
pressure recovery, and run time without pulling the pump, the homeowner saves real money.

I always start with voltage verification, pressure tank precharge, and switch behavior. Then I compare run
amperage to the motor nameplate, listen for hard starts, and check whether the system is losing pressure with no
water use. That sequence separates an electrical or control fault from a worn hydraulic section.

Submerged component failures usually shift the math

Once you confirm a pulled pump is needed, the economics change quickly. Sand-abrasion wear on stages,
impellers, diffusers, bearings, or a failing motor bearing means labor becomes a major piece of the bill. On a 180-
foot-plus well, the pull-and-reinstall cost can rival the price difference between patching an old pump and
installing a new Myers Predator Plus Series unit.

This is where the Barlowe family’s case got clear. Erin noticed the water looked cloudy after irrigation and long
showers. That was a clue. Their old pump had likely been taking a light sand load for years. By the time pressure
loss became obvious, the wear pattern suggested more than one internal component was compromised.

Comparison: Myers vs Red Lion in abrasive, cycling-prone wells

I have replaced enough mid-tier pumps to know where corners are cut. Compared to Red Lion units that rely
more heavily on lighter-duty materials and designs that do not love repeated pressure swings, Myers Pumps
bring a more contractor-grade construction package to the table. The 300 series stainless steel shell and wear
components hold up far better when a well sees variable demand, and the Teflon-impregnated staging gives
the hydraulic section a real durability advantage when trace grit enters the system.



In practical terms, that means fewer nuisance failures, less housing fatigue, and stronger long-term pressure
performance. A Red Lion repair might look cheaper on paper, but when you factor in another pull in two or three
years, the math changes fast. For households that depend on one well for everything—showers, laundry, kitchen,
irrigation—a premium myers pump setup is worth every single penny.

Bottom line: repair external components confidently; replace when internal wear stacks up enough to justify one
pull and one permanent fix.

#3. Efficiency and Power Draw - How a Pentek XE Motor Changes
Long-Term Operating Cost

A pump can still move water and still cost you too much money every month. That part gets missed all the time.

Why amperage and run time belong in the decision

An aging pump often stays in service long after its best days are over. You still have water, so it feels functional.
But a worn hydraulic section forces the motor to work harder to maintain pressure. Longer run cycles, higher
amperage, and reduced output are signs that the pump is no longer operating near its best efficiency point
(BEP).

The Pentek XE motor used in many premium Myers Pumps is one reason I recommend them so often. It is built
for continuous duty, high thrust handling, and cleaner power delivery under residential load swings. Add thermal
overload protection and lightning protection, and you have a motor package designed for rural realities, not
showroom specs.

When replacement pays for itself

If an older pump is causing elevated electric use, replacing it can produce savings year after year. I have seen
properly sized Myers systems trim operating cost noticeably because the pump reaches pressure faster and
spends less time laboring outside its sweet spot. That is especially true when the old system was oversized, under-
staged, or simply worn out.

Mateo’s old unit would run longer to recover after evening demand from two bathrooms, laundry, and outside
spigots. Once his system was upgraded to a properly https://www.plumbingsupplyandmore.com/1-2-hp-9-stage-



submersible-well-pump-for-deep-water.html matched 1 HP Myers unit for the 186-foot well and household load,
cycle times normalized and pressure recovery improved immediately.

What to look for before blaming the motor

Before condemning a pump for inefficiency, confirm the pressure tank is not waterlogged, the switch settings are
correct, and there is no hidden leak. Pumps do not cause every power bill problem. Still, if a pump is old, drawing
hard, and failing to hold pressure efficiently, that is the moment when replacement beats another repair.

Bottom line: if your current pump still runs but wastes power and struggles to recover pressure, replacing it with
a premium myers water well pumps option often makes better long-term financial sense.

#4. Construction Quality - Stainless Steel, Impeller Design, and Why
Materials Decide Whether Repair Is Worth Doing
Materials determine whether a pump ages gracefully or fights you every season. That is not marketing talk; it is
field reality.

Stainless steel changes the whole conversation

When I inspect a pulled pump, corrosion tells a story. Acidic water, mineral loading, and wet-dry cycling punish
cheap materials. A 300 series stainless steel build matters because it resists corrosion in the shell, shaft, coupling,
wear ring, and screen. That resistance buys time, preserves tolerances, and keeps the hydraulic package working
the way it was designed to.

A pump built with better metallurgy is also more repair-worthy, because the core structure is still sound when a
serviceable component fails. That is one reason a myers well pump often deserves repair earlier in life. You are
not trying to resurrect a corroded body with compromised internals.

Impeller durability matters in real wells, not just clean-water tests

Many wells are not laboratory clean. Fine grit, seasonal drawdown, and intermittent sediment happen all the time.
Self-lubricating impellers and engineered composite impellers with Teflon-impregnated staging resist
abrasion far better than bargain-grade components. That directly affects pressure stability and lifespan.

The Barlowe well had light sediment after heavy use, which is exactly the kind of environment where a tougher
stage package earns its keep. Tessa and Owen did not care about pump metallurgy, of course—they cared that
showers stayed steady and the kitchen sink did not spit air. Construction quality is what protects that everyday
reliability.

Comparison: Myers vs Goulds on corrosion resistance and lifespan

This is one of the clearest material comparisons in the field. Goulds Pumps have a strong reputation in plenty of
applications, but where cast components enter the equation, aggressive water chemistry can become a long-term
liability. I have seen cast iron housings and related wetted parts pay the price in high-mineral or acidic wells long
before a premium stainless package shows serious deterioration.

By contrast, Myers Pumps use a more corrosion-resistant construction strategy in the Predator Plus Series, and
that matters when a homeowner needs one pump to survive year after year below grade with no easy second
chance. Better material integrity means more reliable pressure, fewer seized components during service, and a



greater chance that repair is worthwhile when the unit is still mid-life. In ugly water conditions, stainless
construction is not a luxury—it is cheap insurance and worth every single penny.

Bottom line: when build quality is high, repair remains viable longer; when materials are marginal, replacement
becomes the smarter move sooner.

#5. Proper Sizing - Horsepower, GPM, and TDH Decide Whether
You’re Fixing the Right Problem

A lot of “bad pump” calls are really bad sizing calls. Repairing a mis-sized system only preserves the mistake.

Horsepower has to match total dynamic head

The right pump for a well is chosen by TDH (total dynamic head), expected household demand, static water
level, pumping level, pressure setting, and friction loss in the drop pipe. A 3/4 HP pump that looks fine on a shelf
may be badly outmatched once you calculate lift plus pressure plus pipe loss. That is how systems end up running
long, cycling hard, and wearing out early.

For many homes, somewhere around 8 to 12 gallons per minute covers normal use. But that is not universal. A
four-person household with irrigation or livestock use can need more, while a compact home with efficient fixtures
may need less. You size from the pump curve, not guesswork.

Common symptoms of wrong sizing

Undersized pumps struggle to recover pressure and may run excessively. Oversized pumps hit pressure too fast,
short cycle, and punish the motor and tank. Either problem leads to failure patterns that owners mistake for
random bad luck.

Erin Barlowe originally assumed their issue was simply “an old pump.” In reality, their previous pump had always
been marginal for the house plus summer garden load. Once their family’s water use grew, the old 3/4 HP system
spent too much time outside its comfort zone.

Rick’s sizing rule for repair vs replacement



If the failed pump was correctly sized and died from a specific repairable issue, repair can make sense. If the failed
pump was wrong for the well or home from day one, replacement is the right answer. In that case, I would rather
install a properly matched 1 HP, 230V, 2-wire configuration or 3-wire configuration Myers system than spend
money reviving a poor fit.

Bottom line: never repair a pump problem until you confirm the original sizing was correct; otherwise, you are
financing another failure.

#6. Serviceability and Installation Costs - Pull Depth, Threaded
Assembly, and Why Labor Often Makes Replacement Smarter

The deeper the well, the more labor drives the decision. Homeowners often focus on pump price and ignore the
cost of touching the well twice.

Labor changes the threshold fast

On a shallow setup, a repair can be easy to justify. On a 180-foot or 240-foot well, pulling the pump, cable, and
pipe is real work. Add a pitless adapter, splice inspection, and possible replacement of the check valve or wiring,
and the labor bill grows quickly. That is why I look at total installed cost, not parts in isolation.

If a pump must be pulled and the unit is already aging, replacement has a major advantage: one trip down the
well, one set of labor, one reset on service life. That is especially true if the system also needs new cable guards, a
wire splice kit, or a fresh safety rope.

Field serviceable design matters in the real world

A well-designed pump gives contractors options. The threaded assembly used in serviceable Myers designs is a
practical advantage because it supports component-level maintenance when that is technically justified. That
flexibility helps on younger pumps with isolated issues. It also means qualified professionals can work on the pump
without turning every job into a brand-specific parts maze.

Comparison: Myers vs Franklin Electric for service access and control simplicity

I respect Franklin Electric motors, but in many residential replacement conversations, homeowners discover that
system complexity and proprietary preferences can increase service hassle and parts dependency. A lot of Franklin-
based setups lean homeowners toward specific control arrangements and dealer channels that are not always ideal
when water is out and time matters.

A Myers Predator Plus Series installation gives contractors a more field-practical platform, especially when
paired with a straightforward 2-wire well pump configuration where appropriate. Fewer specialized hurdles can
mean faster diagnosis, cleaner replacement planning, and less downtime for the customer. For rural properties
where every day without water turns into hauling buckets, rescheduling laundry, and missing work, that practical
serviceability has real value. Simpler support, durable https://www.plumbingsupplyandmore.com/plumbing-hvac-
brand-categories/myers-pumps.html construction, and PSAM’s ready access to specs and parts make the Myers
route worth every single penny.

The Barlowe family’s labor math

Mateo’s 186-foot well was deep enough that I did not want him paying twice for the same pull. Once we knew the
old unit had internal wear and sizing issues, replacement with a premium myers water pump was the cleanest
path. One labor event solved the actual problem.
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Bottom line: when the well has to be opened and the pump pulled, replacement often beats repair if there is any
significant age, wear, or sizing concern.

#7. Warranty, Downtime Risk, and Total Ownership Cost - Why a
Premium Myers Pump Usually Wins Over Another Short-Term Fix

Cheap repairs can be expensive once you count repeat outages, emergency labor, and family disruption.

Warranty is more than paperwork

A strong 3-year warranty changes the ownership equation. It tells you the manufacturer expects the product to
stay in service, and it gives the homeowner a real layer of protection against early failure. In the well pump world,
that is a serious differentiator. Plenty of brands sell a lower upfront number and leave the owner exposed not long
after installation.

With Myers Pumps, backed by Pentair, you are getting more than a brand name. You are getting engineering
support, a longer protection window, and a product line that has earned trust in real service conditions. Add
Made in USA manufacturing and recognized certifications, and the value picture gets stronger.

Downtime costs more than the invoice

A failed well pump does not just interrupt water. It disrupts school mornings, cooking, bathing, laundry, livestock
care, and sanitation. Erin Barlowe lost bookkeeping time every time water pressure dipped because she had to
stop and troubleshoot. When Owen came in muddy from the yard and there was not enough pressure for a
proper rinse, the annoyance turned into a quality-of-life problem.

That is why I caution homeowners against “one more repair” on a pump that has already become unreliable. Peace
of mind has value.

Repair threshold I use in the field

My rule is simple: if the total repair cost approaches half the cost of a new premium installation—and the old
pump has age, internal wear, or a poor reliability record—replace it. A new myers pump or myers sump pump
solution for the right application should reduce future downtime, improve energy use, and restart the clock on
dependable water service.

Bottom line: the cheapest immediate fix is not the cheapest ownership decision. Reliable water is worth paying for
once.

#8. FAQ: Choosing Between Repair and Replacement for a Myers
Water Pump

How do I determine the correct horsepower for my well depth and household
water demand?

Start with your well data, not the old pump label. You need static water level, pumping water level, total well
depth, pressure switch setting, pipe length, and estimated household demand. From there, calculate TDH (total
dynamic head) and compare that number to the pump curve. A typical home may be fine with 1/2 HP or 3/4
HP if the well is moderate depth and demand is low. A deeper well or a home with irrigation may need 1 HP or
more.



For example, a 180-foot well with a 40/60 switch and moderate friction loss may push you into a 1 HP class pump
depending on drawdown and desired GPM rating. Rick’s recommendation: if you do not have accurate well
records, pull those numbers before authorizing repair or replacement. Guessing on horsepower is how pumps get
short-cycled, overheated, and replaced too soon.

What GPM flow rate does a typical household need, and how do multi-stage
impellers affect pressure?

Most homes do well with 8 to 12 GPM, but that number changes with occupancy and lifestyle. Two adults in a
small rural house use water differently than a family with kids, laundry loads, livestock, and summer watering. The
key is balancing flow with pressure.

A multi-stage pump increases pressure by passing water through several impeller-diffuser stages in sequence.
More stages typically means higher head capability, which is critical in deeper wells. It does not automatically
mean more usable household flow if the pump is mismatched. In practical terms, a well needs enough flow for
demand and enough head to deliver pressure at the house. If your current unit is dropping off at simultaneous
fixture use, repair may not fix the issue if the pump was undersized. In that case, replacing it with a properly
matched myers well pump is the real cure.

How does the Myers Predator Plus Series achieve strong hydraulic efficiency
compared to competitors?

Efficiency comes from hydraulic design, motor quality, and correct staging. The Predator Plus Series combines
well-matched impeller geometry with durable internal materials, allowing it to operate closer to its best efficiency
point (BEP) when sized correctly. The Pentek XE motor also plays a major role by converting electrical input into
useful pumping work without as much wasted heat.

In field terms, that means better pressure recovery, less unnecessary run time, and lower long-term electrical
waste. A worn or poorly sized pump often drifts away from efficient operation and starts costing more to deliver
less. My recommendation is simple: if you are deciding between a major repair and a new Myers setup, compare
not just invoice price but run time, amperage draw, and expected service life.

Why is 300 series stainless steel better than cast iron for a submersible well pump?

Submersible pumps live in a harsh environment—constant immersion, mineral exposure, oxygen variation, and
occasional sediment. 300 series stainless steel resists corrosion far better than many cast materials, especially in
wells with acidic pH or higher mineral content. That matters because corrosion does not just make a pump ugly; it
affects tolerances, wear surfaces, fasteners, and long-term serviceability.

A stronger stainless package also helps the pump remain repair-worthy longer. If the body and critical wetted
parts stay sound, isolated service issues are easier to address. My view after years in the field: if a homeowner can
invest once in a corrosion-resistant platform, it usually pays off over the life of the system.

How do Teflon-impregnated self-lubricating impellers resist sand and grit
damage?

Fine grit is one of the biggest silent pump killers. Standard impellers wear at the edges, lose hydraulic efficiency,
and start opening up internal clearances. Over time, that means weaker pressure and longer run cycles. Teflon-
impregnated staging and self-lubricating impellers reduce friction and resist abrasive wear much better than
basic materials.



That does not make any pump invincible in a sandy well, but it absolutely improves survival. For homes where
occasional sediment enters the well after heavy use or seasonal shifts, that feature can be the difference between
normal longevity and premature failure. If your current pump has already lost output because of sand wear, I
would lean toward replacing it with a tougher Myers design rather than repairing a unit that will remain
vulnerable.

Can I install a Myers submersible pump myself, or should I hire a contractor?

It depends on well depth, local code, and your experience. A shallow or above-ground pump replacement can
sometimes be a capable DIY project. A deep submersible well pump is a different animal. You are handling
weight, electrical splicing, suspension, pipe alignment, and sanitation concerns. On deeper wells, one mistake with
wire protection or drop pipe handling can create another failure before the system ever goes back online.

For a homeowner with a 150-foot-plus well, I usually recommend a licensed installer or at least experienced well
service help. If you are replacing a myers water pump, do it once and do it correctly. Even skilled DIY owners
should at minimum verify voltage, wire sizing, pressure settings, and tank precharge before energizing the system.

What is the difference between 2-wire and 3-wire well pump configurations?

A 2-wire configuration typically has the start components integrated with the motor, which simplifies installation
and reduces above-ground components. A 3-wire configuration uses an external control box that can make
some troubleshooting and component replacement easier in certain setups. Neither is automatically “better” in
every case.

For many residential applications, a 2-wire Myers setup is attractive because it keeps the system simple and can
reduce installation cost. In deeper or more specialized systems, a 3-wire arrangement may still be appropriate. My
recommendation: choose based on well depth, service access, installer preference, and the pump model’s intended
performance range—not internet folklore.

How long should I expect a Myers pump to last, and when is repair still worth
doing?

A quality Myers unit commonly lasts 8 to 15 years, and with favorable water conditions, proper sizing, and good
controls, I have seen premium installations go much longer. Lifespan depends heavily on cycling frequency, water
chemistry, sediment exposure, and voltage quality.

Repair is worth doing when the pump is relatively young, correctly sized, and the problem is isolated—such as a
switch issue, tank problem, or other external fault. Once you are dealing with a deep pull, major internal wear, or
an older unit near the end of its service life, replacement usually becomes the smarter investment. In other words,
repair a good system with a small problem; replace a tired system with a big one.

Conclusion

Choosing between repair and replacement for a myers pump comes down to one practical question: will this
money restore reliable water service, or will it just delay the next outage? After decades of pump calls, I can tell you
the best decisions come from looking at the full picture—pump age, failure type, efficiency, material quality, sizing,
labor depth, and warranty protection.

For the Barlowe family near Sandpoint, the answer was replacement. Their old unit had internal wear, marginal
sizing, and enough labor involved that another repair would have been money spent twice. Moving to a properly



selected Myers setup gave Mateo and Erin steadier pressure, better recovery, and far more confidence in their
private well system.

That is exactly why I continue recommending Myers Pumps through PSAM. The Predator Plus Series, 300
series stainless steel construction, durable stage design, Pentek XE motor, and strong 3-year warranty make
these pumps a smart long-term choice for homeowners and contractors who value reliability over repeated
emergencies. If your current myers water well pumps system is repairable, repair it intelligently. If it has crossed
the line into recurring trouble, replace it once—with a pump built to be worth every single penny.


