
Termites do not announce themselves. They creep in through hairline cracks, follow moisture like a compass, and
quietly convert structural wood into a paper-thin shell. If you own a house anywhere from the humid coasts of
Florida and South Carolina to the dense suburbs around Los Angeles or the pine belts of Georgia and North
Carolina, you are playing on their field. The right plan, not a single product, is what keeps homes intact. After two
decades of solving infestations for families and small businesses, I have learned that termite control succeeds
when inspection, moisture management, and treatment are designed around the way a structure is actually built
and used.

Where termites win, and where you can
Termite pressure varies wildly. A craftsman bungalow near the French Quarter in Louisiana sits in a different
climate, on older piers, with regular flood cycles. Compare that to a slab home outside Houston about an hour
from the San Jacinto Monument, or a brick colonial in North Carolina’s Piedmont region. In Florida, from Miami
up past Daytona, subterranean termites are hyperactive nearly year-round. In California, drywood termites often
hitchhike in furniture and colonize attics and eaves, especially in coastal corridors from San Diego up toward the
Golden Gate Bridge. Alabama and Mississippi battle both subterranean and drywood species, with Formosan
termites increasingly common close to Gulf waters, including Mobile near the USS Alabama and Biloxi’s
waterfront. Georgia’s coast around Savannah, and South Carolina’s lowcountry near Fort Sumter and the
Charleston Battery, face a long, warm season that allows multiple termite swarms. Texas sees heavy subterranean
pressure across the I-35 corridor, and North Carolina, from Asheville near the Biltmore Estate to the sandy soils of
the Outer Banks, sits in the “moderate to heavy” band of risk.

Despite these differences, the model for success is the same: find their trails, remove the factors that feed them,
and set a treatment strategy that interrupts reproduction and reinvasion. Obvious, but easy to botch in practice if
you do not tailor the work to the home.

Know your enemy: species and habits that matter for real decisions
Subterranean termites live in soil, build mud tubes to keep themselves moist, and feed on wood that stays damp.
In almost every one of the nine states mentioned here, they are the primary structural threat. Formosan
subterranean termites, sometimes called “super termites,” behave like other subterranean species but grow larger
colonies. They are established in much of the Gulf Coast from Texas through Florida and into pockets of the
Carolinas.

Drywood termites are a different project. They do not need contact with soil, nest in the wood they feed on, and
often enter at rooflines, fascia boards, or via infested items. They are a familiar headache in California, Florida,
and along warmer coastal belts of the Southeast. Because they live inside wood, you may not see mud tubes.
Instead, you find tiny fecal pellets that look like coffee grounds, usually kicked out of small pinholes.

Dampwood termites target waterlogged wood and are less common in typical residences, but poorly ventilated
crawlspaces in coastal zones can invite them. When a homeowner in Wilmington or along the Mississippi Sound
calls about large winged insects after a heavy rain, we do not rule them out.

Decisions about Termite Control Solutions, which include liquid soil termiticides, bait systems, wood treatments,
or whole-structure fumigation, hinge on this species identification. Spraying a foundation for a drywood issue is a
classic way to spend money without moving the needle.



The inspection that pays for itself
I have never regretted spending an extra hour on inspection. The opposite is common. A careful look includes the
obvious points and the unglamorous ones. In slab homes around Dallas or Orlando, you start with expansion
joints, plumbing penetrations, and any place the stucco or siding carries down to grade. In raised homes from
Charleston to New Orleans, you crawl the crawlspace, flashlight on joists, sill plates, and pier caps. You tap with a
screwdriver and listen for the hollow thud that betrays galleries. You probe suspicious wood with an awl. And you
look for the little things, like blistering paint near a bathroom wall or soft baseboards under a leaky window, that
show a moisture map termites already drew for you.

I keep a thermal camera for inaccessible spots, but I never let gadgets replace simple techniques. A mud tube the
width of a pencil on a garage stem wall tells you more than a hundred infrared images. Wings on a windowsill in
April in Atlanta or Raleigh often means a mature colony nearby. Patterns matter by state too. In California,
drywood swarms often pop in late summer, so homeowners spot frass along attic access frames when the house
is quiet and warm. In Alabama and Georgia, subterranean swarmers after a spring storm are textbook.

Moisture control is termite control in slow motion
Subterranean termites cannot live without consistent moisture. Fix the water, and you starve them pest inspection
service over time. Every homeowner can cut risk with a few building basics: slope soil away from foundations,
keep mulch at least several inches below siding, and repair gutter downspouts that dump at the base of the wall.
In crawlspace homes, proper ventilation and vapor barriers are not luxuries. I have seen a simple installation of 6-
mil plastic over soil and a couple of added vents cut wood moisture content from 18 percent to 12 percent,
enough to push termites elsewhere.

Decks and steps that contact soil are notorious bridges. If you live anywhere humid, from Baton Rouge to
Jacksonville, that ground-to-wood shortcut is an open invitation. Break it with concrete footers or metal post
bases. Seal plumbing penetrations with a non-shrinking sealant. A ring of clean, visible foundation around your
home makes visual inspection easier and treatment more precise.

What works, what does not, and why
Homeowners ask for the silver bullet. There is not one, but there are combinations that work predictably when
installed correctly. It helps to think about two missions: stop active termite feeding now, and prevent new
colonies from establishing later.

Comparing the main treatment categories

Soil-applied liquid termiticides: Create a treated zone in the soil that kills or repels subterranean termites as
they move. Excellent for slabs and perimeter foundations, but drilling and rodding require skill for continuity.

Bait systems: Stations placed around the home that termites feed on, then carry a growth regulator back to
the colony. Colony-level control with less chemical volume, but requires ongoing monitoring.

Borate wood treatments: Applied to exposed framing or vulnerable areas, borates protect wood from
termites and decay. Great in new construction, limited reach in finished walls.

Localized drywood treatments: Spot foam, dust, or heat for known drywood galleries. Less disruptive than
fumigation, but only as good as the access and the accuracy of location.

Structural fumigation: Gas penetrates all wood members for whole-structure drywood control. Highly
effective for widespread drywood infestations in places like Southern California or coastal Florida, yet it does
not prevent reinfestation and requires careful prep.
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Applied chemistry is specific to products, so a blanket statement is not helpful. But you want formulators that
maintain residual activity in varied soils. In the clay-heavy yards around Vicksburg National Military Park, rodding
patterns and volume must adjust compared to sandy soils near Daytona Beach. Baits have come a long way, and
modern insect growth regulators do real colony damage when maintained and serviced. They work well where
liquid barriers are impossible or in environmentally sensitive sites along wetlands or around historic masonry, like
properties near Savannah’s historic squares.

For Formosan hotspots around the Gulf, I prefer a hybrid approach: a continuous soil treatment at key entry
points, with baits to intercept colonies that forage farther out. For drywood in California’s beach cities, if we find
widespread activity in inaccessible framing, whole-structure fumigation is still the standard. If it is localized in a
few window headers or fascia boards, targeted foam and wood replacement save cost and disruption.

The cost question, answered with context
Prices float with structure type, region, and severity. A standard subterranean treatment on a small single-story
slab might run from the mid hundreds into low four figures, depending on the perimeter length and drilling
complexity. Bait systems often carry a lower initial setup with an annual service fee, a model that makes sense for
homeowners who value ongoing monitoring. Fumigation for drywood termites in a medium-size California home
can run into several thousand dollars, which is why we push for thorough inspection before any tent goes up.

The phrase Affordable Pest Solutions means more when you weigh lifespan. A cheap, thin perimeter treatment
that leaves gaps under the front stoop is not affordable when termites find that one highway. I would rather
install a robust system with a realistic warranty and make fewer trips, which, over five years, costs less than
chasing failures.

DIY versus bringing in help
You can do a great deal as a homeowner before calling anyone. You can also create a mess by chasing winged
ants with over-the-counter sprays that repel rather than control. Professionals bring two advantages: diagnostic
accuracy and the tools to treat where homeowners cannot. A hammer drill with a masonry bit and a termiticide
rod will place chemical precisely under a garage slab joint. A bait program needs mapping, spacing, and follow-
up at intervals that align with foraging behavior, not calendar convenience.
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If you type Pest Control Near Me in Atlanta or Austin, you will see a wall of options. The best Local Exterminators
earn trust by explaining what they will do and why, not by waving a nebulous lifetime warranty with fine print. For
homes tied to lenders or real estate transactions, a letter of clearance means future accountability, something a
purely DIY plan cannot provide.

A simple pre-call checklist that saves time
Gather any photos of damage, tubes, wings, or frass and note dates when you first saw them.

Walk the perimeter and free 12 to 18 inches of visible foundation by pulling back mulch or soil where safe.

Fix or at least note active leaks, standing water, or clogged gutters, especially near bathrooms or kitchens.

List any prior treatments, years, and companies if you have records.

Identify construction details: slab, crawlspace, or basement, and any additions that may have cold joints.

These five items help a technician build the first pass of a plan without guesswork. They also prevent rework on
day one.

What a real plan looks like in different places
Around Tampa and along Florida’s Atlantic coast, slab homes with decorative pavers and screen enclosures
challenge perimeter treatments because pavers often sit right against stucco. We map those features and drill
through joints to maintain continuity. In Texas, especially the sprawl around San Antonio near the Alamo, soils
shift with heat and drought. I return to inspect settlement cracks where plumbing meets slabs, a repeat offender
for reinfestation.

In California’s older neighborhoods, you find redwood framing with localized drywood pockets. I once treated a
craftsman house in Pasadena, walking distance to the Rose Bowl, where attic peak vents served as the entry point.
A combination of vent screening, targeted foam in the rafter tails, and careful replacement of a few boards solved
it without a tent.

In Louisiana’s river parishes and the lower Ninth Ward, raised homes breathe better when the crawlspace is tidy. I
have spent afternoons removing scrap lumber that termites were feeding on in the dark. In Georgia, the Atlanta
BeltLine area mixes modern construction with old, so a home with a finished basement might share a lot line with
a 1940s bungalow. We sometimes dig deeper bath traps and inject foam into wall voids where plumbing stacks
pass, a detail many skip.



Mississippi’s coastal houses near the Beau Rivage in Biloxi see storms that rearrange soil levels. Post-storm, I reset
bait stations that shifted and recheck grading that now slopes back to the house. In Alabama, Mobile and
Baldwin County homeowners often call after spring swarms. Many times the fix is a patient bait program, not a
panic spray. South Carolina’s barrier islands, from Hilton Head toward Charleston, reward long-term station
monitoring because access under decks and boardwalks is limited. In North Carolina, crawlspace
dehumidification reduces both termites and seasonal mold that can weaken the same joists termites like to chew.

Service delivery that earns its keep
Whether you are shopping for Residential Pest Control for a ranch house or Commercial Pest Management for a
small café near Savannah’s Riverfront, the fundamentals do not change. Good service is repeatable and personal.
Your technician should crawl the places you would rather avoid, explain what was found in plain language, and
provide photographs or diagrams. You should know which product went where, at what volume, and for what
purpose. If you are also handling bed bugs in a rental or need Rodent Extermination Services in a crawlspace,
schedule those adjacent but separate. Termite control is its own line of work, not an add-on sprayed from the
same truck pump as lawn treatments.

Many providers sensibly package Insect Control Services for ants, roaches, and occasional invaders alongside
termite plans. That is fine as long as chemical compatibility and application zones are respected. Soil termiticides
and ant baits do not always play well together if the ant products repel or attract activity away from where you
want termites to encounter your primary barrier.

When a warranty means something
A good warranty has three parts: a clear term, a defined scope, and a promise of re-treatment or repair under
stated conditions. In heavy-pressure zones like Jacksonville, New Orleans, or Charleston, I prefer renewable
warranties tied to an inspection schedule. For bait systems around Raleigh or Austin, annual service keeps the
bait palatable and in place. With drywood in California, warranties often cover re-treatment of localized areas
discovered after a tent, not reinfestation brought in on a new piece of furniture six months later. Read the
language, ask for the map, and keep the paperwork.

The role of construction and remodeling
Termites exploit building transitions. That sunroom you added, the slab tied to the original foundation, the
garage conversion with a raised floor over sleepers, all create entry points. Before a remodel, bring in a specialist
for a pre-construction consultation. Borate pre-treatments on exposed framing during a renovation in Charleston
or Savannah cost a fraction of what a post-finish treatment would, and they reach wood surfaces you will never
see again. In states with building code requirements for soil treatment at new slabs or additions, verify the
certificate and keep it with your records.

Calling for help the smart way
If you are in one of the nine states served by our team, you can get an inspection and a direct plan without upsell
games. Whether you are a homeowner in Tallahassee, a property manager in Dallas, a shop owner near the
Hollywood sign, or a restaurateur off Magazine Street, the path forward is inspect, decide, act, and verify.

Start here for fast scheduling
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We provide full Residential Pest Control and Commercial Pest Management across Florida, Texas, California,
Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, South Carolina, and North Carolina. If you searched for Local
Exterminators or Pest Control Near Me and landed here, you already did the hardest part, which is deciding to act
before damage spreads.

What follow-up looks like in the real world
After treatment, termites do not all vanish overnight. With liquid soil treatments, you should see activity drop
quickly at known tubes, often within days to a couple of weeks. With baits, colony effects can take several weeks
to a few months depending on foraging cycles. I schedule the first follow-up within 30 to 45 days, then at 90
days, then quarterly in high-pressure zones the first year. We check for new tubes, inspect wood we marked
during the initial visit, and verify that moisture corrections held. For drywood spot treatments, we re-inspect the
exact boards and adjacent members, re-probe, and sometimes drill tiny control holes to confirm dead galleries.

I encourage homeowners to keep a simple log. Note any swarmer events, dates, and locations in the home. In
places like Houston and Miami, seasonal rains can drive brief swarms that look scary but do not always mean
treatment failure. Logs help separate new pressure from leftover wings near a window that was not vacuumed
after the initial event.

A few honest myths to discard
Termites do not only attack old houses. I have treated three-year-old builds around Charlotte and Austin that had
perfect storm conditions at a patio door. Treated lumber is not a panacea. It resists, it does not make wood
immortal. Orange oil is not a magic cure for drywood termites in inaccessible framing. It works as a localized
treatment, but if you have multiple colonies across a structure, it is a supplement at best.

And yes, termites can and do climb over concrete if a crack offers a micro tunnel. They do not chew concrete, but
they are relentless in finding voids. That is why an expansion joint at the garage slab to wall seam is always in my
treatment blueprint.
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Putting it all together
When you step back, effective termite control reads like a well-managed project. You define the scope with a real
inspection. You remove the environmental boosters like leaks and soil contact. You choose treatments that match
species and structure. You document, monitor, and adjust. That beats the frantic cycle of spot-spraying and
hoping.

For homeowners near big landmarks or small towns across the nine states, the pattern holds. A bungalow a mile
from the Charleston Battery, a ranch outside San Antonio, a stucco in Orlando, a hillside home looking at the
Hollywood sign, or a cottage not far from the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, each has its flavor of risk. But when you
handle fundamentals, termites lose leverage.

If you are juggling more than one issue, like needing Pest Control for Bed Bugs in a rental unit while you plan
your termite treatment, keep the scopes separate and the schedules tight. Rodent Extermination Services in a
crawlspace can be coordinated with termite inspections so access time is used wisely, but the products and
tactics stay in their lanes. Integrated service does not mean mixed-up service.

Final guidance you can use today
Walk your foundation this weekend. Look where soil meets structure, where water lands, where wood touches
earth. Pull back mulch that rides high. Take photos of anything suspicious and make a few notes. If you see mud
tubes, do not break them all, leave a couple for your inspector to evaluate for freshness. If your same day pest
control attic or fascia boards drop pellets in coastal California or Florida, bag a sample. With a few details in
hand, the right partner can give you a clear, tailored plan.

Termite Control Solutions that actually work share two traits, they are grounded in how termites behave, and they
respect how your home was built. When those meet, results follow, and you get back to thinking about better
things than what is chewing your joists.
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