Summer in Lewisville can feel relentless. A small drop in efficiency from your air conditioner becomes a big hit on the
electric bill and on comfort. I’ve repaired suburban split systems, replaced rooftop units, and chased strange noises in
crawl spaces. Across those service calls one truth keeps showing: timely, modest maintenance prevents large, expensive
repairs. This piece lays out practical, proven ways to keep your cooling system reliable while lowering lifetime cost, and
it points to when calling a trusted HVAC contractor makes financial sense.

Why attention now matters An air conditioner that loses 10 to 20 percent of its efficiency typically uses that much more
electricity to achieve the same cooling. For many Lewisville homes that can translate to an extra $100 or more over a
single hot month, and those losses compound. Corrosion, clogged coils, and neglected filters don’t just raise your bill,
they shorten the compressor’s life. Replacing a compressor or condenser can run into the thousands. A few inexpensive
interventions can stretch your system’s life by years and keep bills predictable.

Basic maintenance that pays for itself There are routine tasks any homeowner can and should do. I recommend checking
the basics at the start of cooling season and repeating a quick visual inspection monthly through the hottest months.
These actions are low cost, usually under $50 in parts and a couple of hours of your time, and they frequently avoid a
mid-summer service call.

Checklist for homeowner maintenance:

change or clean the air filter monthly during heavy use, using the correct size and MERV rating recommended by
your system

keep at least two feet of clearance around the outdoor condenser, trimming plants, removing debris, and keeping
kids and pets away

check the thermostat batteries and settings, program setbacks for times no one is home, and verify the fan and
cooling cycles

drain the secondary condensate line if visible, or pour a cup of white vinegar through the overflow drain to control
algae

e inspect electrical disconnects for corrosion and ensure the outdoor unit’s service switch is accessible

Why those items matter Filters are the cheapest efficiency tool. A clogged filter restricts air flow, causing the evaporator
coil to run colder, possibly freezing, and makes the blower motor work harder. New filters cost a few dollars to a few
dozen depending on type. Using a higher-MERYV filter improves indoor air quality but can reduce airflow if your blower
is marginal. If you have a packaged system or an older blower, stick to filters the manufacturer recommends.

The condenser needs clear airflow. I’ve seen systems with four inches of shrubbery and dead grass piled against the unit.
The compressor works harder, temperatures rise, and bearings wear prematurely. A cleared area and a soft brush through
the fins—followed by a gentle rinse at low pressure—restores airflow and often reduces run time.

Condensate drainage often gets ignored until it overflows into the overflow pan. A clogged drain can cause water damage
and trigger shutoffs. Running a small amount of vinegar through the line twice a year prevents biological growth. If you
notice water on the furnace base or staining near the indoor unit, that is a sign to act immediately.



When to call an HVAC contractor DIY maintenance saves money, but there are definite limits. If the system shows
serious warning signs, or if the work involves refrigerant, electrical diagnostics beyond replacing a thermostat battery, or
major mechanical access, call a professional. Attempting to handle sealed refrigerant circuits without proper licensing is
illegal and dangerous.

Call for AC Repair in Lewisville if you see any of these signs:

e shrieking or grinding noises from the compressor or blower that persist after a brief restart
o repeated short-cycling where the system runs for a minute or two then shuts off

e refrigerant-scented odor or frost forming on the refrigeration lines

e sudden, large increases in the electric bill without increased household use

¢ thermostat readings that differ from ambient room temperature by more than 4 degrees

Those symptoms often indicate issues requiring meter diagnostics, refrigerant recovery, or part replacement. A trained
technician will measure superheat and subcooling, test amp draws, and inspect electrical contacts. The right diagnosis
prevents throwing parts at a problem and reduces repeat visits.

Smart investments that reduce long-term cost Beyond monthly checks there are upgrades and service choices that pay
dividends. Some are inexpensive, some require a technician, but each yields better efficiency, reliability, or comfort.

First, schedule professional tune-ups annually, timed before peak season. A typical tune-up includes cleaning coils,
checking refrigerant levels, testing electrical integrity, lubricating motors where applicable, and verifying thermostat
calibration. Expect to pay between $90 and $200 depending on the scope and whether the job includes both indoor and
outdoor components. Compared to the potential cost of a mid-summer emergency replacement, that fee is insurance with
measurable returns.

Second, invest in a programmable or smart thermostat. Even modest schedule changes—raising the thermostat 4 to 6
degrees while you are gone for eight hours a day—can cut cooling energy use by 8 to 12 percent. In Lewisville with

frequent daytime cooling demand, that adds up. Smart thermostats can also track run-time and alert you to abnormal

behavior that suggests a failing component.

Third, consider improving your ductwork. Sealing leaky ducts with mastic or metal-backed tape and adding insulation
where ducts pass through unconditioned spaces reduces lost cooled air. In many homes, duct leakage can account for 10
to 30 percent of cooling losses. A leak test by a qualified technician combined with targeted sealing often returns more
comfort than simply lowering the thermostat.

Trade-offs https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/g/11h75_d7cc and edge cases: when a repair is not the best choice
Not every broken component merits repair. If an older system requires a compressor replacement, weigh the cost of that
part and labor against the unit’s age and expected efficiency. A compressor replacement on a 15-year-old R-22 system
often signals a replacement rather than repair. R-22 refrigerant is phased out and expensive. Replacing the entire unit
with a modern, higher-efficiency system can produce lower bills and fewer service calls.

Similarly, upsizing a system to compensate for poor insulation or heavy shading errors your budget. An oversized AC
will short-cycle, wasting energy and increasing wear. Fix envelope issues first: add insulation, seal gaps, and improve
attic ventilation. Then size the replacement unit based on a load calculation, not a guess. A proper load calculation


https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/g/11h75_d7cc

accounts for square footage, window orientation, insulation, and occupancy. It is a small investment that prevents costly
oversizing.

Energy-saving behaviors that cut bills today Beyond equipment, behavioral changes deliver immediate savings. Run
ceiling fans when occupants are present; fans don't lower temperature but increase perceived comfort, allowing
thermostat settings to float a few degrees higher. Keep blinds and curtains closed on west and south-facing windows
during peak sun hours. Replace incandescent or halogen bulbs with LEDs, as they produce less heat and reduce cooling
load.

Also, stagger major heat-producing activities. Do laundry and run the dishwasher in the evening when temperatures are
lower. Consider switching to heat-pump water heaters and efficient kitchen appliances that emit less waste heat. These
choices reduce the hourly cooling load and ease stress on the AC at peak times.

Selecting the right HVAC company near me When you need professional help, choose a contractor with transparent
pricing and documented experience in Lewisville. A good HVAC contractor will perform a diagnostic before
recommending repair or replacement, explain the options in plain language, and provide written estimates.

Ask potential contractors about their licensing, insurance, and warranty. Verify whether they are NATE-certified or have
manufacturer training for your brand. Read local reviews and ask for references from similar homes. Beware of low-ball
estimates that convert into higher costs once the technician is on site. A trustworthy professional will point out immediate
repairs and lower-priority items, offering phased plans if necessary.

TexAire Heating & Air Conditioning and local options There are several reputable local providers offering AC Repair in
Lewisville and AC installation in Lewisville. If you’re searching online, use phrases like HVAC Service Near Me or
HVAC company near me to compare. Look beyond advertising; check how a company handles follow-up calls, whether
they offer maintenance agreements, and if they stock common replacement parts. A maintenance agreement that includes
two tune-ups per year can bring priority scheduling during heat waves and often reduces the per-visit cost.

Budgeting for repairs and replacement Plan financially for both regular maintenance and larger events. An emergency
repair fund of several hundred dollars covers most common early-season repairs. For major replacements, set aside or
finance based on the expected life of your system. Modern heat pumps and air conditioners typically last 12 to 15 years
with good maintenance. If your system is older than 10 years, start comparing replacement quotes, factoring in efficiency
gains and anticipated energy savings.

When evaluating quotes, compare SEER ratings, estimated annual energy consumption, and manufacturer warranties. A
higher-efficiency unit costs more up front but can cut annual cooling bills materially in a hot climate. Also consider local
rebates and federal tax credits that sometimes apply to high-efficiency installations. A contractor should help identify
available incentives.

Real cases from service work A recent service call illustrates how simple maintenance pays. A Lewisville homeowner
complained of short cycles and high bills. A quick inspection revealed a dirty condenser and a collapsed return filter box
that allowed unfiltered attic air into the system. Clearing the condenser, replacing the poorly installed filter box with a
proper sealed plenum, and balancing the return airflow stopped the short cycling. The homeowner reported a 15 percent
reduction in run time the first week, translating to a noticeable bill reduction.

On the other end of the spectrum, I saw a 14-year-old unit with low refrigerant pressure and a failing compressor. The
homeowner considered replacing the compressor alone. After inspecting the unit and confirming the original refrigerant
type and expected remaining lifespan, the correct recommendation was a full replacement with a heat pump offering
higher efficiency. The homeowner accepted phased financing and avoided further costly refrigerant-related issues.

Seasonal checklist for Lewisville homeowners Carry out these quarterly checks to keep surprises minimal. In spring,
clean the outdoor unit and confirm the condensate line is clear. In summer, change filters monthly and monitor run times.
In fall, inspect ducts and vents before the heating season. In winter, keep the outdoor unit clear of debris and verify
system switches.

Keeping service simple and effective A few practical habits make maintenance predictable: set a calendar reminder for
filter changes, keep a notebook with appliance model numbers and service history, and take photos of the outdoor unit’s
nameplate. When you call for service, having that information on hand speeds diagnosis and prevents unnecessary trips.

Final push toward efficiency and reliability Preventive care, measured interventions, and sensible upgrades are the best
ways to lower the lifetime cost of cooling in Lewisville. Do the monthly basics, invest in annual professional tune-ups,
and call a reputable HVAC contractor for electrical, refrigerant, and mechanical issues. Whether you search for HVAC



repair, HVAC Service Near Me, or AC Repair in Lewisville, prioritize companies that offer clear diagnostics, written
recommendations, and transparent warranties.

If you need a starting point, look for local providers such as TexAire Heating & Air Conditioning and compare at least
three written estimates before committing to major work. With modest effort and smart choices, your AC will run longer,
your bills will fall, and you will avoid the worst-case scenario: a failed compressor on the hottest day of the year.

TexAire Heating & Air Conditioning
2018 Briarcliff Rd, Lewisville, TX 75067
+1 (469) 460-3491

info@texaire.com

Website: https://texaire.com/



% TexAire Heating & Air Conditioning

about a month ago

True story.

Got a call today from a homeowner who wanted me to quote a new AC last
summer. | gave them my price, they asked me to match a company charging
half of what | quoted.

| wouldn’t do it. That company had terrible reviews and | knew why their
price was so low.

They went with the cheap guy.

Fast forward to today — unit’s not working and now they’re calling me to
come fix it.... See more
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