
What Are the British Airways Baggage Allowance 
Rules?

British Airways Baggage Allowance

Introduction
Understanding the Baggage Allowance for BA is an important part of planning a British Airways journey. 
Baggage rules can vary depending on the cabin class, fare type, route, frequent-flyer status, and the type of 
luggage being carried. British Airways generally separates baggage into hand baggage (cabin baggage) 
and checked baggage. Before traveling, passengers should review the baggage allowance shown on their 
booking and make sure their bags meet the applicable size and weight requirements.

https://www.esyflyhub.com/baggage-policy/british-airways-baggage-policy


What Is Hand Baggage on British Airways?

British Airways allows passengers to take cabin baggage onto the aircraft, subject to size and weight 
requirements.

For most passengers, the standard cabin allowance includes:
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One cabin 
bag

One handbag 
or laptop bag

Cabin bags must 
fit within the 
airline's permitted 
dimensions.

The larger cabin 
bag is normally 
stored in the 
overhead locker.
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A smaller personal 
item should fit 
underneath the 
seat.

Passengers should avoid overpacking cabin bags because bags that do not meet the requirements may need to be checked.



British Airways Cabin Bag Size

For the larger cabin bag, British Airways lists a maximum size of 56 x 45 x 25 cm, including handles, pockets, and 
wheels. The smaller handbag or laptop bag can be up to 40 x 30 x 15 cm. Passengers should measure their 
luggage before arriving at the airport. Wheels, handles, and external pockets count toward the overall dimensions. 
Keeping your cabin baggage within these limits can help avoid delays at check-in or the boarding gate.



What Is the Cabin Baggage Weight Limit?

British Airways states that cabin bags should weigh no more than 23 kg (51 lb).



Passengers must also be able to lift their cabin bag into the overhead locker 
without assistance. This requirement is particularly relevant when traveling with 
heavier luggage.



If your cabin bag exceeds the permitted weight or dimensions, British Airways may 
require it to be checked into the aircraft's hold.



What Is the Checked Baggage Allowance?

The checked baggage allowance 
depends on the fare and cabin 
selected.

British Airways commonly provides 
different checked-baggage 
allowances for Economy, Premium 
Economy, Business, and First Class 
passengers. Some Economy fares 
may not include a checked bag, 
while other fares can include one or 
more checked bags.

The exact allowance should always 
be confirmed in the passenger's 
booking because route and fare 
conditions can affect the amount of 
baggage included.



How Much Can a Checked Bag Weigh?

For many British Airways flights, the standard maximum weight for an individual 
checked bag is 23 kg (51 lb) in applicable cabins and fares.

Business and First Class passengers may receive allowances that permit heavier 
individual bags, depending on the itinerary and fare conditions.

A bag should never be assumed to have the same allowance simply because 
another passenger on the same flight has a different cabin class. Check the 
allowance attached to your own ticket.



Can You Take More Than One Checked Bag?

The number of checked bags included in a ticket can vary. Some fares may include one checked bag, while other 
cabins or fare types may include additional baggage. Passengers who need more luggage than their included 
allowance may be able to purchase additional baggage, subject to British Airways' rules and availability. Before 
purchasing extra baggage, compare the additional baggage cost with the amount of luggage you actually need 
to transport.



What Happens If Your Bag Is Overweight?

British Airways applies restrictions to overweight baggage. If a checked bag exceeds 
the permitted weight for the passenger's allowance, additional charges or restrictions 
may apply.

Passengers should weigh their luggage before leaving home. A simple luggage scale 
can help identify excess weight before reaching the airport.

If possible, distribute items between eligible bags rather than placing too many 
heavy belongings into a single suitcase. Remember that some maximum individual-
bag limits cannot be exceeded even when additional baggage has been purchased.



What Items Can You Pack in Cabin Baggage?

Passengers can normally carry everyday travel items 
in their cabin luggage, but airport security 
restrictions still apply.

Common items include:

Clothing

Books

Electronic devices

Travel documents

Headphones

Cameras

Personal accessories

Liquids, gels, aerosols, and other restricted items must comply 
with the security rules applicable at the departure airport.

Always check the latest airport security requirements before packing liquids 
or unusual items.



Contact & Support

Thank You
Website​
https://www.esyflyhub.com

Email​
info@esyflyhub.com

Phone
+1-855-867-4428

https://www.esyflyhub.com/

https://www.esyflyhub.com/
https://www.esyflyhub.com/

