
A path that feels secure underfoot changes how you use a yard. It turns wet mornings and icy evenings into ordinary
moments instead of hazards. In London, Ontario, where spring thaws and lake effect snow often trade places in the same
week, slip resistance is not a luxury. It is a design requirement that shapes material choices, layout, drainage, and
maintenance. The right pathway also carries its weight the rest of the year, linking patios, sheds, gardens, and gates while
boosting curb appeal.

What makes a surface slip resistant

Grip comes from texture, but that is only part of the picture. Water management and slope matter just as much. A smooth
surface with perfect drainage can outperform a rough one that puddles, especially as temperatures swing below zero. In
practice, three ingredients work together.

First, surface profile. Microtexture is the fine sandpaper feel that your shoe catches. Macrotexture is larger-scale profile,
like exposed stone in aggregate concrete. Broomed concrete, textured pavers, and split-face stone provide both. Polished
stone or troweled concrete do not.

Second, drainage. A path should shed water with a consistent 1 to 2 percent cross slope so water moves off, not along, the
walkway. Long runs benefit from shallow crowns or discreet swales alongside. If water has nowhere to go, it freezes in
place.

Third, details. Joints filled with polymeric sand, grit additives in sealers, roughened nosings on steps, and low-glare
lighting reduce real-world slips. Even the color can help. Lighter tones reflect a bit more warmth from daytime sun,
which can reduce icing at the margins in late winter.

The London climate reality

London sees about 180 to 200 centimeters of snowfall in an average winter, often with freeze-thaw cycles that produce
black ice in shaded areas. Clay soils expand as they freeze, lifting anything not properly based. Spring brings saturated
ground, summer thunderstorms hit hard, and autumn leaf litter creates slick films when wet. Any solution that survives
here needs a stable base, flexible joints or well-designed slabs, and materials that tolerate de-icers.

Rock salt is cheap and common, yet it is hard on concrete and metals. Many residential concrete contractors in the region
warn against using it on new concrete during the first winter. That is not sales talk. Fresh concrete needs time for full
hydration, and salt draws water into the pore network where it freezes. A pathway that looked perfect in September can
start to spall by March if it was salted heavily.

The go-to materials and finishes, with trade-offs
Broom-finished concrete. The standard for a reason. After the slab is floated and troweled to level, a stiff broom is pulled
across to create fine ridges. Done well, it gives consistent traction even when wet. For slip resistance, ask for a medium
to heavy broom in London’s climate. A light broom can glaze over under sealer. Control joints every 1.5 to 2.5 meters
help prevent random cracking. Expect 100 to 125 millimeters of slab thickness for footpaths. Cost typically ranges from
10 to 18 CAD per square foot, depending on access, grading, and base work. It pairs easily with patios in London Ontario
when you want a unified look from driveway to backyard.

Exposed aggregate concrete. Pea gravel or decorative stone is seeded or mixed into the concrete, then the surface paste is
washed away to reveal the top of the aggregate. The result has strong macrotexture with excellent traction. Choose
rounded stone for comfort and aesthetics, or a blend for more edge. The texture is forgiving under light icing because the
protruding stones disrupt the film. It should be sealed with a penetrating sealer in our climate, not a thick gloss that can
become slippery. Cost usually runs 14 to 22 CAD per square foot.

Stamped concrete with texture and grit additives. Stamping can mimic slate, cobble, or wood planks. The mistake I see is
a glossy sealer on a smooth stamp. If you like the look, ask for a pattern with pronounced relief, specify a mat release
that gives tooth, and top it with a low-sheen sealer containing aluminum oxide or polymer grit. Without those, it is closer
to a pool deck finish and will ice like one. Plan on 18 to 28 CAD per square foot, and be careful about jointing and
drainage given the larger panels. This is where custom concrete work pays off because a small change in slope makes a
big difference in winter.

Interlocking concrete pavers. Quality pavers are engineered with textured faces and micro-chamfers that provide traction.
The joints break up icy films, and the system can be built over a permeable or dense-graded base. Freeze-thaw is handled



by the interlock rather than a single slab, so heaving is less likely to crack the surface. For London’s clay soils, a 6 to 8
inch base of well-compacted 19 mm minus aggregate works for most residential footpaths. If you choose a permeable
build, use open-graded base with geotextile and washed aggregates. Expect 18 to 30 CAD per square foot depending on
the paver, base depth, and edge restraints.

Natural stone. Thermal-finished sandstone or granite flagstone has a flame-textured face that grips even when wet. Split-
face limestone can also perform well, but watch for smooth bedding planes. Joints set in polymeric sand or mortar should
be gently crowned so water does not sit. Thickness matters. Thin veneers over concrete are only as slip resistant as their
surface, and only as durable as the bond. Full-thickness stone on a proper base feels solid underfoot and handles small
frost movements without popping. Costs vary widely, often 30 to 60 CAD per square foot installed.

Resin-bound aggregate. Not the same as loose pea gravel. Washed stone is bound in a UV-stable resin and troweled to a
uniform surface that remains porous. When mixed with angular aggregate, traction is good, and ice has a harder time
bonding. The system needs a sound base and edge restraints. It shines where you need permeability but want a cleaner
look than gravel. Typical installed pricing is 25 to 40 CAD per square foot. In heavy shade with leaf litter, plan diligent
fall cleanup to maintain porosity.

Rubber pavers and tiles. Recycled rubber with textured faces is surprisingly grippy in winter. They interlock or glue to a
slab, and they are forgiving if you have elderly family or running toddlers. They can feel soft in hot sun and may scuff
under heavy furniture. They work well on small connector paths, entries, and around play areas. Costs are often 30 to 45
CAD per square foot installed on a prepared base or slab.

Stabilized or resin-coated gravel. Angel stone or HPB with a stabilizing binder can be compacted into a firm surface that
drains and gives decent traction. Think of it as the tidy cousin of standard gravel. It will not match concrete in wheelchair
friendliness in winter, but for garden loops or side yards it is cost effective and flexible under frost. Figure 6 to 12 CAD
per square foot depending on edging and base prep.



Wood and composite walkways. Western red cedar with anti-slip strips or grooved composite decking laid on ground-
contact rated framing can create boardwalk paths through soft ground. Traction comes from profile and grit strips. Build
with 12 to 16 inch joist spacing and support on helical piles or precast deck blocks over proper pads so frost does not
twist it. Composites can be hot in sun and slick if you pick a smooth finish without grit. Installed costs vary, generally 25
to 50 CAD per square foot once you include framing, footings, and rails where needed.

For each choice, ask how it behaves with shoulder-season ice and de-icers, not just summer rain. The wrong sealer or a
too-smooth stamp pattern can turn a safe surface into a rink.

Quick picker for common London yard scenarios
Shaded north-side walkway that ices early: exposed aggregate concrete or a medium broom finish with a
penetrating sealer, plus low-voltage step lighting.
Narrow side yard with gates and elbows: small-format textured pavers on a dense-graded base with solid edge
restraints.
Garden loop that needs drainage: stabilized gravel with steel edging, gentle cross slope, and a simple French drain
where it meets clay subgrades.
Modern front entry tied to patios London Ontario homeowners love: large-format pavers with a lightly blasted
face, dark joint sand for contrast, and heated mat conduits if you plan ahead.
Play-focused backyard: rubber pavers around playsets with broomed concrete connectors to sheds and bins.

Drainage and base work make or break performance



If there is one place not to cut corners, it is under the surface. London’s clay can hold water like a sponge. I have pulled
up pathways that looked fine on top only to find a soup of silty fines below, perfect for frost heave.

Strip organics, install a woven geotextile on unstable subgrades, and build a base that matches your system. Dense-
graded aggregate compacts into a solid mass that sheds water, good for concrete and standard pavers. Open-graded base
uses clear stone that lets water pass, ideal for permeable pavers or resin-bound aggregate. In either case, compact in 3 to
4 inch lifts with a plate compactor. For footpaths, I aim for at least 4 inches of base on well-drained sandy subgrades and
6 to 8 inches on clay. On vehicle crossings, add more.

Set the finished surface with a 1 to 2 percent cross slope. Over 2 percent starts to feel canted underfoot, especially with
mobility aids. Running slopes should preferably stay under 5 percent for comfort, with landings every 9 meters or so if
you must climb. At transitions to patios, keep lip heights under 6 mm to avoid catch points. Use aluminum or concrete
edge restraints that do not migrate when frost grabs them.

Where water concentrates, design an escape. Slot drains at the bottom of steps, a short trench drain across a garage
threshold, or a gravel swale pulling water toward a rain garden can keep a path dry. It is easier to set elevations right
before you pour or set the first paver than to fight ice for five months a year.

De-icing that protects both feet and concrete

Choices matter in winter. On new concrete, skip salt entirely for the first season. Use sand for traction, sweep it up in
spring, and be patient. After that, choose calcium magnesium acetate or calcium chloride over sodium chloride. CMA is
gentler on concrete and plants but costs more. Calcium chloride works at lower temperatures and is less damaging than
rock salt at similar doses. Apply lightly. A wet scatter is better than a blanket.

For pavers and stone, avoid products that leave oily residues or colored stains. Fine traction grit or screened sand is cheap
insurance. If you seal any surface, insist on a breathable, penetrating product with a matte finish. High-build films look
shiny for a season, then turn slick when damp and peel under freeze-thaw.

Designing for people, not just paths

A path is a piece of circulation, not a strip of material. Width should fit your users. For a single pedestrian with room for
a tote or a dog lead, 36 inches can work. In family yards where two people pass or a stroller rolls, 42 to 48 inches feels
generous. If a family member uses a walker or wheelchair, aim for 48 inches and avoid tight elbows. Where the path
meets a driveway or patio, flare the approach so the transition is natural.

Lighting extends safe use. I prefer warm 3000K fixtures, shielded so you see the path, not the bulb. Low bollards or
integrated step lights every 2.5 to 3 meters do the job without glare. In snow country, mount fixtures where the
snowblower or shovel will not smash them in January.

Color and texture contrasts help too. A darker border paver or a band of exposed aggregate along a broomed field creates
a tactile and visual cue at edges and drops. On steps, use a different finish for nosings, or add factory abrasive strips.



Vegetation plays a role. Conifers near the path can keep it shaded and frozen for days. If you plant for winter sun, the
path clears faster. Deciduous trees that drop leaves in November coat the surface with tannins, then freeze into a slick.
Factor cleanup into your plan.

Working with local concrete experts

The difference between a project that lives well and one that frustrates often comes down to the crew’s judgment. Look
for residential concrete contractors who know how London soils behave and who can talk you through base prep,
jointing, and sealers in winter. If they offer custom concrete work, ask for examples that show texture and drainage, not
just pattern catalogs. Good installers know how to adjust broom angle for the right bite, or how to seed aggregate for
even coverage without loose pockets.

If you lean toward interlocking pavers or stone, ask about edge restraints, bedding layers, and compaction testing. A crew
that brings a plate compactor with a protective mat for pavers instead of a bare steel plate is already thinking about your
finish. For resin-bound systems, ask about UV stability, aggregate angularity, and cure times in cool fall weather. The
best local concrete experts will also steer you away from glossy sealers and toward additives that build microtexture
where you need it.

Timelines matter in our climate. Concrete prefers moderate temperatures, and most crews in London schedule flatwork
from late April through October. Fall pours can work, but rapid swings in temperature challenge finishing and curing.
Pavers and stone can be placed later in the season if the base is not frozen and snow is not blowing sideways. Plan earlier
than you think. Once leaf cleanup starts, contractors book up.

Budgeting and phasing without unpleasant surprises

Material prices shift, but ballpark ranges help set expectations. As of the past few seasons in southwestern Ontario, you
can expect these installed costs, inclusive of typical excavation and base prep.

Broomed concrete: 10 to 18 CAD per square foot.
Exposed aggregate concrete: 14 to 22 CAD per square foot.
Stamped concrete with grit: 18 to 28 CAD per square foot.
Interlocking pavers: 18 to 30 CAD per square foot.
Resin-bound aggregate: 25 to 40 CAD per square foot.
Rubber pavers: 30 to 45 CAD per square foot.
Natural stone flagging: 30 to 60 CAD per square foot.
Stabilized gravel: 6 to 12 CAD per square foot.

Access, demolition, and drainage features can nudge those numbers up or down. A 60 foot side yard with two gates and
downspout rerouting is harder than a straight shot from driveway to front step.

If your budget prefers stages, start with the highest risk area. Many homeowners in London phase like this: handle the
front entry and the north side first, then connect the backyard patios and sheds later. Prefab steps, edge restraints, and
conduit for future lighting can be installed in the first phase to simplify later upgrades.

Maintenance that actually prevents slips
Sweep in fall and after storms so organic films do not build a slick layer.
Reseal exposed aggregate every 2 to 3 years with a matte penetrating product that accepts grit.
Top up polymeric sand in paver joints when you see washouts, and spot-compact those areas.
Use sand or CMA for traction in winter, then pressure wash lightly on a warm spring day to refresh texture.
Prune shrubs that lean over the path and keep downspouts from dumping across it.

These driveway paving london on are quick tasks, but they punch above their weight. The goal is to keep water moving
and texture open.

Permits, setbacks, and utility locates

Most walkways inside your property fence do not require a building permit, but check the City of London zoning by-
laws if you are near a lot line, in a heritage district, or planning significant grading changes that affect drainage to
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neighbors. Call or click Ontario One Call before you dig, even for shallow edging. Gas, hydro, and telecom lines do not
care that you only plan to go down six inches.

If you are tying a walkway into a new porch or retaining wall, that is a different conversation. Structures can trigger
permits, fencing rules, and guard or handrail requirements. It is faster and cheaper to confirm than to rebuild.

Two yards, two lessons

A family in Masonville had a shaded north-side path that iced every December afternoon. It was a broomed concrete strip
poured years ago with a slight inward tilt. We removed 100 mm of concrete, regraded the base to push a 1.5 percent slope
toward the lawn, and repoured with a medium broom. We added two low bollard lights and moved a downspout that had
been crossing the path. No heat cables, no exotic materials, just correct slope, texture, and water control. Their report the
next January was short: less chipping and no falls.

On a corner lot in Old South, the owner wanted a garden loop with wheelchair-friendly access between a driveway and a
backyard studio. Pavers offered the feel she wanted, but the budget was tight. We built the main run and landings with a
lightly textured large-format paver on a dense-graded base, leaving stone dust out of the bedding in favor of clean
screenings for stability. For the garden loop, we used stabilized gravel with steel edging. The result looked cohesive. In
winter, the owner uses a collapsible snow pusher on the pavers and a bag of sand on the loop. The combination kept the
project on budget and extended mobility into all four seasons.

Tying it together with other hardscapes

Backyard pathways London Ontario homeowners build do not exist in isolation. They link patios, decks, sheds, compost
bins, and play areas. If you are refreshing patios London Ontario style with modern textures and warm tones, match your
pathway texture first, color second. You can mix mediums if you respect the traction hierarchy. For example, a broomed
concrete connector to a resin-bound courtyard works, but seal the aggregate lightly with grit so it does not feel like a
downgrade coming off the concrete. Where you meet a wooden deck, anchor a metal or composite transition strip so
snow shovels do not chew the edge.

If your design calls for custom concrete work, think about inlays or borders that add texture where slips are most likely. A
strip of exposed aggregate across the top of a troweled step, or a grooved band at grade changes, signals and grips
without shouting. Residential concrete contractors who work daily in our climate have a mental bag of these tricks. Bring
them into the conversation early.

Final thoughts
Slip resistance is a chain of decisions, not a single product label. Texture, slope, drainage, and maintenance each carry
part of the load. When they line up, you gain a route you can trust in March slush, July thunder, and November darkness.
Material options are broad enough to match any style, from cottage garden loops to crisp modern entries. With help from
local concrete experts who understand London’s soils and winters, you can build backyard pathways that look good,
connect the places you use, and quietly keep your feet where they belong.
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Ferrari Concrete is a family-owned concrete contractor serving London, Ontario with residential, commercial, and
industrial concrete work.

Ferrari Concrete provides plain, coloured, stamped, and exposed aggregate concrete for driveways, patios, porches, pool
decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors.

Ferrari Concrete operates from 5606 Westdel Bourne, London, ON N6P 1P3, Canada (Plus Code: VM9J+GF) and can be
reached at 519-652-0483 for project consultations.

Ferrari Concrete serves the London area and nearby communities such as Lambeth, St. Thomas, and Strathroy for
concrete installations and upgrades.

Ferrari Concrete offers commercial concrete services for parking lots, curbs, sidewalks, driveways, and other site
concrete needs for facilities and workplaces.

Ferrari Concrete includes decorative concrete options that can help homeowners match finishes and patterns to the look
of their property.

Ferrari Concrete provides HydroVac services (Ferrari HydroVac) for projects where hydrovac excavation support may be
a fit.

Ferrari Concrete can be found on Google Maps here: https://www.google.com/maps/search/?
api=1&query=Ferrari%20Concrete%2C%205606%20Westdel%20Bourne%2C%20London%2C%20ON%20N6P%201P3
.

Popular Questions About Ferrari Concrete

What services does Ferrari Concrete offer in London, Ontario?

Ferrari Concrete provides a range of concrete services, including residential and commercial concrete work such as
driveways, patios, porches, pool decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors, with finish options like plain, coloured,
stamped, and exposed aggregate.

Does Ferrari Concrete install stamped or coloured concrete?

Yes—Ferrari Concrete offers decorative finishes such as stamped and coloured concrete. Availability can depend on
scheduling, season, and the specific pattern/colour selection, so it’s best to confirm details during an estimate.

Do you handle both residential and commercial concrete projects?
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Ferrari Concrete works on residential projects (like driveways and patios) as well as commercial/industrial concrete
needs (such as curbs, sidewalks, and parking-area concrete). Project scope and site requirements typically determine the
best approach.

What areas does Ferrari Concrete serve around London?

Ferrari Concrete serves London, ON and surrounding communities. If your project is outside the city core, it’s a good
idea to confirm travel/service availability when requesting a quote.

How does pricing usually work for a concrete project?

Concrete project costs typically depend on size, site access, base preparation, thickness/reinforcement needs, drainage
considerations, and finish choices (for example stamped vs. plain). An on-site assessment is usually the fastest way to get
an accurate estimate.

What are Ferrari Concrete’s business hours?

Hours listed are Monday through Saturday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Sunday hours are not listed, so it’s best to call
ahead if you need a weekend appointment outside those times.

How do I contact Ferrari Concrete for an estimate?

Call (519) 652-0483 or email info@ferrariconcrete.com to request an estimate. You can also connect on Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube. Website: https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/

Landmarks Near London, ON

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services. If you’re
looking for concrete contracting in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Budweiser Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers residential and commercial concrete work. If
you’re looking for concrete contractor help in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Victoria Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides decorative concrete options like stamped
and coloured finishes. If you’re looking for decorative concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Covent
Garden Market.
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Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete services for driveways, patios, and
walkways. If you’re looking for concrete installation in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Western University.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for homes and
businesses. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Fanshawe College.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work for curbs, sidewalks, and other
flatwork needs. If you’re looking for concrete flatwork in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Masonville Place.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete services for outdoor spaces like
patios and pool decks. If you’re looking for patio or pool-deck concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near
Springbank Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete contracting for residential upgrades
and new installs. If you’re looking for residential concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Storybook
Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for commercial
and industrial sites. If you’re looking for commercial concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near White Oaks
Mall.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work that supports long-term
durability. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Museum London.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for properties
across the city. If you’re looking for concrete services in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near The Grand Theatre.
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