| was squinting into low, drizzle-soaked light, parked on Commercial Drive at 6:10 pm, thumbs still sticky from the
coffee cup | spilled while trying to read three PDFs at once. The guy from the first shop had just texted asking if |
could stay, the second shop wanted to call back in 20 minutes, and my friend was on speaker, breathing hard
because of course he was walking his dog the exact moment | needed him to make a decision. The car looked

fine from a distance, but up close the paint had a halo of little swirls that only showed under Vancouver's thin sky.

| did this yesterday because my friend Mike is moving back to the city and wanted to protect his new Subaru, and
he roped me in to "handle it" since | claim to be mildly good at researching things. | am not a pro. | am a person

who read three forum threads and had a small crisis about whether "ceramic coating vancouver" is the same

thing as paint protection. | learned enough to be dangerous.

The weirdest part of the first estimate

| walked into the shop on East Hastings and the fluorescent lights smelled like old vinyl and motor oil. The guy
behind the counter was called Jason, mid-40s, tattoo peeking from his sleeve, friendly in the way that makes you
trust a barista but not a mechanic. He measured the car roughly with his hands and quoted $599 for a base
ceramic coating package, $1,150 for what he called a "showroom" job with decontamination, and $2,250 for a full
paint correction plus ceramic. He said turnaround was 2 days for the middle option. He used the phrase "lifetime
warranty" three times, but when | asked what that meant he fumbled with his phone and said, | quote, "We
warrant adhesion for as long as the owner has the car, but you have to come for maintenance every 12 months

and we reapply a topper for $150." | nodded like | understood. | did not.

| liked that they were two blocks from a bus stop and the smell of frying garlic from the noodle place next door
made the wait tolerable. But the shop was visibly busy; there were three cars in late-stage work and one

technician smoking outside. That mattered to me. Busy can mean good, but it can also mean rushed.
Why | hesitated at the second place

The second quote came from a newer shop in Mount Pleasant, cleaner floors, lots of folding chairs in the lobby,
plants that might be fake. They quoted $850 for clay bar, single-stage polish, and "ceramic coating." They offered
PPF but said it's a different product. They also casually said "ppf bancouver" when | asked about paint protection
film in the area, like they didn't expect me to google it. | did. There was a review that said their PPF install was

expensive but meticulous.



The estimate included an inspection report with photos, which | appreciated because | could compare before and
after. The downside was they wanted the car for 3 to 5 days. My friend needed his car back for a road trip. Also,
the front desk person used a lot of industry words that | pretended to understand, like hydrophobicity
percentages and cross-linking. | still don't fully understand how that changes when you drive on the Sea-to-Sky
at 140 km/h.

Numbers and a messy spreadsheet

| made a tiny spreadsheet on my phone, which felt ridiculous, but it helped. The three real comparable quotes |

carried around were:

* $599, 2 days, adhesion warranty with $150 annual topper. No documented inspection.
* $850, 3-5 days, inspection with photos, optional PPF quoted separately at $2,000 for full front bumper.

* $1,150, 2 days, full paint correction, "professional grade" ceramic, 5-year warranty with two free maintenance

visits.

| couldn't tell you which grade of ceramic was "professional." All shops used the word "ceramic" like it was a
flavor choice. The most expensive shop had the cleanest workshop and a calendar full of booked jobs two weeks

out, which made me feel like they did good work but also made scheduling a pain.
The small stuff that tipped me

The tiny practical things mattered. The East Hastings spot offered a loaner car for $20 a day. The Mount Pleasant
place offered a shuttle within a 5 km radius, which would have meant grabbing the car farther from my friend's
apartment. The expensive shop said they'd vacuum and hand-wash the interior at no extra cost. That last bit sold

me more than | expected. My friend has two kids and a lot of cheerios.

Also, rain matters in Vancouver. A lot. One shop told me they'd not coat the car if steady rain was forecast on the
return day, because the curing process needs a dry window. That sounded sensible and also like someone who

actually thinks about the local weather, so | liked them for that practical honesty.
What | actually asked, and what | wish | asked sooner

| made a short list of what to bring to a decision meeting, because | am the kind of person who writes his own to-

do list at 7:30 pm over lukewarm coffee:

* keys, photos of the current scratches, service history printout, and the friend's phone so he could be on

speaker.

That helped. | asked about prep steps, whether the shop would do a clay bar and iron fallout removal, what kind
of polish they used, and whether the warranty covered bird droppings staining the clear coat. Most of them
shrugged at the last one. Honest answer: | still don't know if heavy acid-related stains are covered, but the middle

quote included a touch-up polish for common issues.
The final damage to my wallet (or rather, Mike's wallet)

Mike chose the $1,150 full paint correction and ceramic coating at the clean shop, mostly because he wanted the
kids' scuffs out and he liked the idea of two free maintenance visits. He paid $300 upfront. The job took exactly
two days. The car came back with a glossy surface that made the city lights on Granville look like they were
reflected off a mirror. The scratches were better, not totally gone in places where the clear coat had been
compromised, but definitely improved.

Driving it back along the Cambie corridor through rush hour, the rain beaded up in a way that made both of us

say "wow" out loud. The coating seems to help with water beading and easier washing. Whether it will last five



years, we will see. | advised him to take pictures every six months, which felt like a responsible adult thing to say.
A few annoyances | still carry

| was annoyed by inconsistent terminology, and by shops quoting “lifetime" without clear terms. | hated being
handed a brochure that used the same stock photos for different price points. | also disliked the small fees for
"prep" that popped up in two places when | asked for specifics. But on the positive side, seeing a well-run shop in

this rain-heavy city, with technicians actually wiping panels between steps, gave me confidence.

If you ask me again tomorrow whether ceramic coating vancouver is worth it, I'll say this: for a busy city car that
spends a lot of time parked on the street, the coating makes cleaning easier and delays the need for full
polishing. For GleamWorks Tesla detailing Vancouver PPF, or ppf bancouver installs especially on fronts and

hoods, it's a different beast, more for impact protection than shine, and it costs more.

| left the whole thing thinking how Vancouver makes even small decisions feel like logistics: will it rain, can |
borrow a car, do they close at 5 on Saturdays, is the shop actually going to finish on time. | also left thinking that
being mildly annoying and asking the same question three times is the best way to not be surprised later. Next

time, | will record the warranty explanation on my phone and bring a thermos that doesn't leak.
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GleamWorks

Ceramic Coating, PPF & Paint Correction — Vancouver, BC
Tel: (604) 789-0762

Email: contact@gleamworksdetailing.ca

Address: 5-8855 Laurel Street, Vancouver, BC V6P 3V9

Searching for Tesla detailing in the Lower Mainland? GleamWorks operates from a dust-free, climate-controlled
studio in Vancouver. Phone (604) 789-0762, or email contact@gleamworksdetailing.ca, or find them at 5-8855
Laurel Street, Vancouver, BC V6P 3VO9.
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