
Delta Rewards Program: How to Earn and 
Redeem Delta Miles
The Delta Rewards Program, officially known through Delta’s SkyMiles program, 
gives travelers opportunities to earn miles from eligible flights, travel partners, 
credit cards, hotels, car rentals, and other participating activities. Members can 
redeem miles for eligible travel and other experiences.

This presentation explains how the delta rewards program works, how travelers 
can earn miles, how miles can be redeemed, and how members can make better 
use of their SkyMiles. Program rules, earning rates, and redemption options can 
change, so travelers should verify current terms before making a booking. Delta

Delta Rewards Program

https://www.delta.com/us/en/skymiles/how-to-use-miles/travel-with-miles?staticurl=t&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.esyflyhub.com/blog/what-is-delta-airlines-skymiles-program


What Is the Delta Rewards Program?

Delta’s SkyMiles program is a 
frequent-flyer loyalty program 
for travelers who want to earn 
miles from eligible activities 
and use those miles for future 
rewards.

Members can earn miles 
through eligible Delta flights 
and participating airline 
partners, as well as selected 
hotels, car rentals, credit cards, 
and other partners. Delta states 
that SkyMiles can be used for 
Award Travel to more than 1,000 
destinations with Delta and its 
partners. Delta

The program also includes 
Medallion Status, which 
provides additional benefits to 
members who meet the 
applicable qualification 
requirements.

https://www.delta.com/us/en/skymiles/how-to-use-miles/travel-with-miles?staticurl=t&utm_source=chatgpt.com


How to Join SkyMiles?

Joining the program allows travelers to create a SkyMiles account and begin 
earning eligible miles.



A member should use the same account information when making eligible 
reservations or participating in qualifying partner activities. Keeping account 
information accurate can help ensure mileage credit is properly associated with the 
member.



After joining, travelers can monitor their mileage balance, transactions, and 
progress toward applicable status requirements through Delta's website or Fly Delta 
app.



Earn Miles by Flying Delta

One of the primary ways to earn SkyMiles is by purchasing eligible Delta flights.

For eligible Delta-marketed flights, mileage earning is generally based on the 
eligible ticket price rather than simply the distance flown. Delta's current travel-
experience information shows different mileage-earning rates depending on the 
travel experience and the member's Medallion Status. Delta

Importantly, Delta Main Basic tickets may not earn miles or contribute toward 
Medallion Status under the applicable rules. Travelers should review the fare 
conditions before booking.

https://www.delta.com/us/en/onboard/onboard-experience/travel-experiences?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Earn Miles With Airline Partners

The delta rewards program also provides mileage-earning opportunities through participating airline partners. Delta says SkyMiles members 
can earn miles with more than 20 airline partners. However, the earning calculation can vary according to the airline, fare class, marketing 
carrier, ticketing carrier, and other conditions. Delta Before purchasing a partner-airline ticket, members should check Delta's current partner-
earning rules to determine whether the flight qualifies and how many miles may be earned.

https://www.delta.com/content/www/en_US/skymiles/earn-miles/earn-miles-with-partners/airlines/china-eastern.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Higher Mileage Earning Rates

Eligible Delta SkyMiles American Express Cards provide another way for members 
to earn miles through qualifying purchases.



Credit-card earning rates vary by card and transaction category. Some cards 
may also offer additional travel-related benefits, such as opportunities 
connected with Delta flights.



Travelers considering a credit card should review its current annual fee, earning 
structure, welcome-offer terms, and other conditions rather than focusing only on 
the mileage potential.



Earn Miles Through Hotels and Car Rentals

SkyMiles members 
can also earn miles 

through eligible 
hotel and car-

rental activities.

Delta's current Cars and Stays 
program allows members to earn 
miles on qualifying bookings. For 

example, Delta states that eligible 
hotel bookings through its platform 

can earn two miles per qualifying 
U.S. dollar spent on the base hotel 

rate, while eligible car-rental 
earning rates vary by rental 

company and member status. 
Delta

Terms and qualifying 
expenses vary, so 
members should 

check the applicable 
conditions before 

booking.

https://www.delta.com/us/en/skymiles/how-to-use-miles/travel-with-miles?staticurl=t&utm_source=chatgpt.com


Priority Boarding and Preferred Seats

SkyMiles miles and Medallion Qualification Dollars, or MQDs, serve different 
purposes.



Redeemable miles can be used for eligible rewards, while MQDs are used as part 
of Delta's Medallion Status qualification system.



Delta's 2026 information explains that eligible flights, certain Award Tickets, and 
some upgrades using miles can contribute toward MQD requirements under the 
applicable rules. Delta News Hub

Therefore, travelers pursuing status should track both their redeemable miles and 
their status progress.

https://news.delta.com/2026-medallion-status-what-know-year-end?utm_source=chatgpt.com


How to Redeem Delta Miles for Flights?

One of the most common ways to use SkyMiles is for Award Travel.

Delta's current booking process allows members to select “Shop with Miles” on Delta.com or “Show Price in Miles” 
in the Fly Delta app. Members can then search available flights and select an eligible Award Travel option.
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