
What Airport Is the Largest in the United 
States? 

 

If you've ever wondered what airport is the largest in the United States, the answer is Denver 

International Airport (DEN). Located in Denver, Colorado, it covers approximately 33,531 acres 

(52.4 square miles), making it the largest airport in US by total land area and one of the largest 

airports in the world. 

For travelers, aviation enthusiasts, and frequent flyers, understanding the size and significance of 

major airports can help put the scale of modern air travel into perspective. 

Denver International Airport: The Biggest Airport in US 

Denver International Airport opened in 1995 and quickly became known for its massive 

footprint. The airport was designed with future expansion in mind, allowing it to accommodate 

growing passenger traffic and airline operations. 

Key facts about Denver International Airport: 

 Covers over 33,500 acres of land 

https://www.airflypolicy.com/blog/what-is-the-largest-airport-in-the-us


 Features six runways 

 Serves millions of passengers annually 

 Acts as a major hub for domestic and international flights 

 Has room for future expansion beyond its current facilities 

Because of its enormous size, Denver is widely recognized as the biggest airport in US when 

measuring total airport property. 

Why Is Denver International Airport So Large? 

One reason Denver International Airport is so expansive is its location. The airport was built on 

open land outside the city, giving planners plenty of space for long runways, terminals, cargo 

operations, and future development. 

The airport's large area helps reduce air traffic congestion and allows multiple aircraft to take off 

and land efficiently, even during busy travel periods. 

Largest Airport in US by Passenger Traffic 

While Denver International Airport is the largest airport in US by land area, it is not always the 

busiest. Airports such as Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport and Dallas/Fort Worth 

International Airport often rank among the busiest in terms of passenger volume. 

This distinction is important because airport size can be measured in different ways: 

 Total land area 

 Number of passengers served 

 Number of flights operated 

 Terminal size and capacity 

When people ask what airport is the largest in the United States, the answer typically refers to 

land area, where Denver International Airport remains the clear leader. 

How Does Denver Compare to Other Major U.S. Airports? 

Several airports are known for their size and importance, including: 

 Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport 

 Orlando International Airport 

 Washington Dulles International Airport 

 George Bush Intercontinental Airport 

However, none surpass Denver International Airport in total acreage. 

https://morganvanda139.wixsite.com/airtravelpolicy/post/which-is-the-biggest-airport-in-the-us-for-air-traffic
https://69f09cbe004fd.site123.me/blog/why-is-the-largest-airport-in-us-famous-among-travelers


Final Thoughts 

So, what airport is the largest in the United States? The answer is Denver International Airport. 

Its vast 33,531-acre footprint makes it the biggest airport in US and the largest airport in US by 

land area. Designed for growth and efficiency, Denver continues to play a crucial role in 

connecting travelers across the country and around the world. 

Whether you're flying for business or leisure, Denver International Airport stands as an 

impressive example of modern aviation infrastructure and long-term planning. 
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