London’s climate, soils, and building stock make drainage a recurring theme for homeowners. We see spring
thaws that saturate lawns, summer cloudbursts that overwhelm downspouts, and freeze-thaw cycles that punish
foundations. Across the city, from Old East to Byron to Fox Field, | regularly meet people who are living with
soggy yards and musty basements because water has no clear path away from their homes. A well designed
French drain can be the missing link, but it is not a cure-all. Knowing when it fits, and when it does not, saves

money and prevents frustration.

This guide lays out how to spot the need, local conditions that matter in London, what a French drain actually
does, and the alternatives that sometimes perform better. | will also cover realistic costs, installation details, and

how to work with drainage contractors London Ontario homeowners can trust.

What a French drain is, and how it differs from weeping tile

A French drain is a shallow, gravel-filled trench with a perforated pipe that intercepts and redirects surface and
near-surface groundwater. Think of it as a relief line for a soggy yard or a wet side path. It runs on gravity, using a
steady slope to deliver water to a lower outlet, often a daylight discharge on a slope, a dry well, a rear-yard catch

basin, or a connection to a legal storm line.

Weeping tile, by contrast, is a perimeter drain set at the footing of the house, built to lower the water level
against the foundation and relieve hydrostatic pressure. In London, older homes often have clay weeping tiles
from the mid-century era, and those sections clog or collapse after decades. Newer builds often use corrugated
plastic or rigid PVC for footing drains. When someone says weeping tiles London Ontario in conversation, they

usually mean the drain along the footing, not a yard trench.

A French drain and a footing drain can work together. The French drain can intercept runoff along a side yard or
at the base of a slope before it reaches the house. The footing drain handles water that still makes it to the
foundation. If your basement shows moisture, you may need to address the footing drains first. If your lawn

squishes underfoot long after rain ends, a French drain in the yard may do the heavy lifting.

The London, Ontario context: soils, subdivisions, and storms

Local soil dictates how stubborn water can be. Much yard drainage contractors london of London sits on clay till
with pockets of loam and sand near river valleys. Clay holds water, then releases it slowly. That means the surface
might look fine during a quick downpour, then feel spongey for days. In newer subdivisions, builders grade lots
toward rear-yard catch basins or along side-yard swales. Those systems work well on paper but depend on
precise elevations and clear outlets. Small changes in landscaping, fence footings, and garden beds can flatten a

swale or send water somewhere it was not meant to go.

Rain patterns also matter. We get quick, intense summer storms that dump 20 to 40 millimetres in an hour. We
also get rain-on-snow events, when frozen ground cannot absorb a drop and meltwater races across the surface.
If your downspouts dump near the foundation, or your lawn is near level, water lingers. French drains London
Ontario homeowners install typically tackle that near-surface saturation by creating a preferential path through

stone, then a pipe, to a safe outlet.

Finally, consider age. Pre-1970s homes often have corroded or clogged clay weeping tiles. Many basements in
those houses record their first real leaks when landscaping changes or a neighbor adds hardscaping that shifts

lot drainage. In those cases, a French drain can help, but a failing footing drain is the bigger villain.
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Five quick signs your property wants a French drain

® Puddles that persist 24 to 48 hours after a normal rain, especially in the same low spot.

® Aside yard that turns to muck, with grass that thins despite care.

* A walkway or patio edge that frosts and heaves, then settles unevenly each spring.

* A musty basement with dampness concentrated along one wall facing a slope or neighbor’s higher yard.

e Sump pump cycling frequently during minor rains, even with downspouts extended.

Each of these points hints at water without a defined pathway. If two or more apply, the odds increase that a

French drain, or its close cousin, belongs in your backyard drainage London Ontario plan.

Diagnosing before you dig
Guesswork gets expensive once the trench is open. A short round of low-tech testing avoids mistakes.

Start with grading. Walk the property during a steady rain with a rain jacket on. Watch where water originates and
where it stalls. A simple string level or a laser level can reveal whether you have at least a 2 percent slope away

from the foundation for the first two metres. If you do not, topsoil reshaping might beat any pipe solution.

Check the gutters. In my experience, half the wet-yard calls trace back to undersized or clogged eavestroughs
and downspouts that terminate too close to the house. A 23 by 40 foot roof face feeding one downspout can

overwhelm a lawn corner. Add extensions of 2 to 3 metres, and see how much that alone changes the yard.

Look for a rear-lot catch basin. Many London lots share one between back fences. If it sits higher than your lawn
low point, it becomes decorative rather than functional. A French drain can collect water and feed it to that grate,

but only if your pipe slopes consistently. Otherwise, you need a deeper outlet, a dry well, or a different plan.

If the basement leaks, run a hose against the siding away from the foundation for 20 minutes and watch the
basement. Then run the hose directly onto the ground near the suspect wall. If only the second test produces
seepage, surface runoff, not groundwater, is the main issue. If both do, your weeping tiles may be compromised.
Some drainage contractors London Ontario homeowners hire have a camera for weeping tile inspection through

cleanouts. If offered, use it.

Call for locates. Ontario One Call marks buried gas, hydro, communications, and municipal services at no cost. Do
not skip this step. | have seen more than one French drain plan evaporate when a shallow gas line ran right

through the target swale.

Where a French drain shines

A French drain solves one kind of problem extremely well. Picture soil that stays saturated near the surface after
rainfall, or a known ribbon of flow cutting across a lawn from a neighbor’s higher property. In those conditions, a
trench filled with clean, angular stone creates a fast lane for water. A perforated pipe seated low in the trench

carries the flow to a safe outlet.

Classic placements in London include the narrow side yards in Westmount and White Oaks, where downspouts
from two houses dump into a strip of grass barely two metres wide. A shallow French drain parallel to the wall

keeps that lane usable and reduces basement dampness along that line.

Another frequent one is the fence line between a slightly higher infill build and an older bungalow. The taller lot
sheds water under wet basement london ontario the fence. A French drain inside the lower property, as close

to the boundary as permitted, intercepts that runoff before it can spread.
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| also specify them along the base of small hills in backyards. Even a one-metre rise can funnel a surprising
amount of water downslope. Setting the trench a few feet upslope of patios or sheds protects those assets

without keeping the whole yard under construction.

How deep, how wide, and what to include

| aim for a trench 8 to 12 inches wide and 16 to 24 inches deep for most yard applications. That profile gives you
enough stone volume to matter without creating a moat that settles badly. In heavier clay, | lean deeper to
capture perched water, and | make sure the outlet is lower than the entire run. Without an outlet below the pipe

invert, you build an expensive bathtub.

Use a non-woven geotextile to line the trench and wrap the stone. This filter fabric keeps fines out while letting

water through. Avoid the cheap landscaping cloth that feels like a tarp, it clogs quickly.

For pipe, a 4 inch perforated PVC is durable and smooth inside, which resists siltation. Corrugated black pipe is
easier to snake around corners, but it collects fines in its ridges. If roots are nearby, | sometimes run a solid PVC

near the tree section, then switch to perforated later, a small hedge against root intrusion.

The stone should be 3/4 inch clear, washed, angular aggregate, not pea gravel. Clear stone drains. Pea gravel
locks together and moves fines poorly. Fill at least 6 inches under the pipe and 6 inches above it. Compact lightly

in lifts. Do not pound it to death or you will crush the pipeline and stretch the fabric.

Slope the pipe at roughly 1 percent, or about 1/8 inch per foot. On a 50 foot run, that equals a drop of 6 inches
from start to finish. Use a laser level or a tight string to maintain this. Dips create pockets that hold water and

freeze. Kinks create clogs.

For outlets, options vary by property. Daylighting the pipe out a sloped bank is ideal. If that is impossible, a dry
well can work in loam or sandy pockets, but in dense clay a dry well becomes a cistern. Tie-in to a municipal
storm lateral is often possible at the front of the house through the sump discharge or a designated storm lead,
but never connect to a sanitary sewer. City by-laws forbid it, and for good reason. Ask your contractor to confirm

the destination. It should be clear on the plan.

Add cleanouts at the high points and any major turn. A 4 inch vertical riser with a cap does not ruin a lawn and

lets you flush the system if it loads up with fines.

The yard that fooled everyone

A couple in Old North called about a wet basement. Their 1920s home had telltale efflorescence bands along two
walls and a side yard that turned to soup after storms. Three previous owners had landscaped and regraded,
aiming more soil at the house each time. We scoped the weeping tiles and found the clay pipes intact along two
sides and clogged along one. French drains would have helped the side yard, but the basement issues needed a
footing-drain repair first. We opened that side, replaced the failed clay with 4 inch PVC, added proper stone and
a filter wrap, and tied it to a sump. Once that pressure was relieved, we installed a shallow French drain in the
side yard with a daylight outlet at the front yard's slope. Both yard and basement dried out. The sequence

mattered.

When a French drain is not your first move

® The grade can be fixed with a skid steer and a day of soil work, adding a proper 2 to 5 percent slope away

from the house for the first two metres.



* Downspouts still discharge within a metre of the foundation, or tie into collapsed underground lines. Solve

that first with surface extensions or new solid piping to daylight.
* The only outlet sits higher than the wet spot. Without a lower endpoint, the trench stores water.

® The yard sits over heavy clay with nowhere to send water. In that case, a swale to a rear catch basin or a

sump-fed system may outperform a French drain.

* The basement leaks from hydrostatic pressure, with seepage at the cove joint all around. That points to

weeping tile or a high water table, not a surface drain fix.

It is common to use a French drain as a bandage for problems that belong to grading or footing drains. You

might feel some relief, but the underlying issue returns. Vet the outlet and the cause before digging.

Costs you can expect in London

Numbers vary by access, soil, and finishing, but ranges help set expectations. A straightforward backyard French
drain in turf, 50 to 100 feet long, with geotextile, 4 inch PVC, and a gravel trench, typically lands between $30 and
$45 per linear foot in London. Tight side yards, heavy root zones, and hand-dig situations push that higher. If you
need a dry well, add $1,500 to $3,000, assuming the soil will accept it. If a storm lateral connection is required at

the front, budget for concrete removal and restoration.

Exterior footing drain replacement, if your weeping tile has failed, is a different scale. Expect $80 to $150 per
linear foot including excavation to the footing, waterproofing, new tile, and backfill with drainage stone. Interior
drainage systems with a sump often price between $60 and $100 per linear foot. Each approach has a place.

Mixing them carefully often gives the best results.

Alternatives that sometimes beat a trench

Surface grading remains the unsung hero of drainage. A two-inch lift of topsoil over two metres creates a two
percent fall. That small change can move thousands of litres of water per storm away from a foundation. It also

protects window wells, which, in London’s older homes, too often act as bathtubs with no drain.

Swales, shallow grassed channels, fit many yards better than buried pipe. They are easy to maintain, tolerate
freezing, and move water toward a legal outlet in plain sight. If aesthetics matter, a stone-lined swale reads like a

dry creek during fair weather and works like a drain in storms.

Catch basins make sense where water concentrates in a spot. A grated box set in concrete, tied to a storm lead,

handles large volumes quickly. Keep in mind, catch basins need access for cleaning. Leaves and silt find them.
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Rain gardens help on loamy or sandy lots that can infiltrate. Even in clay, a raised rain garden with imported soil
can accept a surprising share of roof runoff in summer. Pair it with downspout disconnections and you ease the

load on any French drain.

Permeable pavers for a patio or walk shift water into the base layers rather than shedding it. If you plan
hardscaping, specifying a permeable system with a base that drains to a daylight edge or a French drain reduces

runoff at the source.

How to plan a French drain that lasts

Treat it like a small civil project. Map elevations before and after. Confirm the outlet elevation relative to the
trench invert. Decide how you will manage spoil, especially in small yards. In London'’s clay soils, spoil often forms

clods that struggle to regrade neatly, so plan for disposal and new topsoil.

Think winter. Discharges onto sidewalks or driveways become skating rinks by January. Route outlets to
landscaped beds or turf areas that can handle freezing. In very shallow installations, keep the pipe deeper than
the heave zone if you can. Where you cannot, expect some frost movement and avoid rigid connections to

structures.

Mind trees. Large maples and willows common in older neighborhoods hunt for moisture. If you must pass within
three metres of a big trunk, consider solid pipe in that zone and a root barrier. Perforated lines in root zones

become feeders, then they become clogged.

Plan maintenance. Include at least one cleanout. Choose a cap that you can remove by hand. Once a year in late
fall, run a garden hose into the cleanout and confirm free flow at the outlet. After big storms, lift any surface

grates and remove leaves and twigs.

A backyard example from Byron

A family in Byron had a low corner that stayed wet for days. The rear lot catch basin sat two lots away and slightly
higher than their low spot. Their landscaper had added soil twice, but both times the lawn settled and the puddle
returned. We ran a laser and confirmed a 150 millimetre rise from their low point to the catch basin rim, which
meant no gravity run would make it there at the required slope. The front yard fell to the street by 600
millimetres, so we designed a French drain that intercepted the soggy area, ran along a side yard, crossed under

a walkway in a sleeve, and daylit near the front garden bed. The trench was 10 inches wide, 20 inches deep,



wrapped in non-woven fabric, with 3/4 clear stone and 4 inch PVC. We added a cleanout at the backyard bend.
Even during a 35 millimetre summer storm, the lawn shed water in under an hour, and the front outlet ran like a

small brook. No pumps, no basins to clean, just gravity doing its work.

Working with drainage contractors in London

Quality differs widely, and a neat quote does not guarantee a working system. When approaching drainage
contractors London Ontario homeowners should ask for three things at minimum. First, a plan view showing start
and finish elevations. A simple drawing with measured drops beats a page of jargon. Second, the destination of
the water in plain language. If the answer is a dry well in clay with no overflows, press for an alternative. Third,

details on materials, including the type of stone, pipe, and fabric.

Look for companies that secure locates, hold WSIB coverage, and carry insurance that covers excavation. A
contractor who will camera-scope a weeping tile or verify grading with a laser usually brings the same rigor to
installation. Ask for references from projects at least two winters old. London’s freeze-thaw cycle exposes

shortcuts that a first-season photo cannot.

Pay attention to restoration. A good installer minimizes lawn disturbance, compacts backfill in lifts, and leaves the
surface graded to shed water. If the plan involves a walkway or driveway crossing, insist on a sleeve or a rigid

conduit under the hardscape for future maintenance.

Finally, check by-laws. The city restricts discharge locations and tying private drains into municipal systems. A

contractor familiar with local rules will keep you in compliance and avoid fines or forced changes later.

Weeping tiles and French drains, together or apart

Owners sometimes feel forced to pick one. Many houses benefit from both, each in its role. If your basement
leaks during long wet spells with no rain, groundwater and footing drains deserve priority. If your yard becomes a
marsh after every summer storm but your basement stays dry, a French drain targets the surface saturation

without digging to the footings.



There are also hybrid solutions. For instance, a yard French drain can connect to a sump pit that already serves
the footing drains, with a check valve and a backwater valve as needed. That setup avoids long gravity runs
through tight side yards. It does, however, create a dependency on power. If you already endure power outages

during storms, a gravity outlet gains appeal.

Maintenance over the long run

Any drain you cannot access will eventually clog. Build in access and keep the system clean. Twice a year, pop the
caps on cleanouts, run a hose until you see clear flow at the outlet, and confirm that no silt collects at low points.
Keep downspout screens clear and extend spouts year round. In winter, watch for icing at outlets and reroute

discharge if it puts pedestrians at risk.

Lawns settle. If the surface above your French drain drops after a season or two, top it with a thin layer of topsoil
and reseed. Avoid deep fills on top of the trench, heavy loads from trucks, or fence posts that penetrate the filter
fabric. Punctures invite silt.

If your system slows, resist the urge to pour chemicals into the cleanout. Water and gentle mechanical flushing

do more good than harsh agents that can damage fabric or harm nearby plantings.

What to expect during installation

Even tidy crews make a mess for a day or two. Excavation produces soil you will not want to spread back into the
trench. Arrange for a bin and removal. Stone arrives by the yard, and access dictates how efficiently it can be

placed. Narrow side yards mean more wheelbarrow time. Expect some noise and a lawn that needs patching.

A typical 60 foot French drain with a straightforward outlet takes one to two days for a two or three person crew.
Add time for concrete cutting if a walkway or driveway crosses the route. Build a small buffer into your calendar

for weather. Clay spoils and rain create mud that nobody wants tracked into a finished basement.

Bringing it together

French drains solve a specificc common problem in London: near-surface water with nowhere to go. They shine
when paired with proper grading, clear downspout strategy, and a legal outlet lower than the wet area. They

stumble when used as a stand-in for failed weeping tiles or when they empty into clay without exit.

If your yard holds water long after storms, or your side path never truly dries, a professionally installed French
drain likely belongs in the mix. If your basement shows cove joint seepage, efflorescence bands, and paint that
peels in waves, shift your attention to the footing drains and foundation waterproofing. In both cases, local
experience matters. The soils and subdivisions across London reward designs that respect small elevation

changes and target real causes.

Before you sign a contract, make sure the plan fits your property’s physics. Confirm slopes, outlets, and
restoration. Ask for specifics on pipe and stone. If everything lines up, you will trade puddles and musty corners

for turf that springs back underfoot and a basement that smells like home, not a cellar.

The right system, in the right place, installed with care, lets water pass through your property gracefully. That is

the whole point of backyard drainage London Ontario homeowners can rely on.
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Name: Ashworth Drainage

Address: 514 Hale St, London, ON N5W 1G8
Phone: (519) 660-9375
Website: https://www.ashworthdrainage.ca/

Email: info@ashworthdrainage.ca

Hours:

Monday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday: Closed

Sunday: Closed

Open-location code (Plus Code): XRR3+HV London, Ontario
Map/listing URL: https://maps.app.goo.gl/9kaoXAxRtJRP1ThS9

Embed iframe:

Socials (canonical https URLs):
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ashworthdrainage/
X: https://twitter.com/ashworthrules

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ashworthdrainage/



https://www.ashworthdrainage.ca/

Ashworth Drainage provides basement waterproofing and foundation repair services in London, Ontario and

surrounding areas in Southwestern Ontario.

The company helps homeowners address wet basements, water intrusion, and drainage issues with solutions that

fit the property’s conditions.

Service requests can include foundation repair, waterproofing options, sump pump and drainage-related work,

and related assessments.

Ashworth Drainage is based at 514 Hale St, London, ON N5W 1G8.

To reach the team, call (519) 660-9375 or email info@ashworthdrainage.ca.

Business hours are Monday to Friday 9:00 AM-5:00 PM, with the office closed Saturday and Sunday.

For directions and listing details, use the map listing: https://maps.app.goo.gl/9kaoXAxRtJRP1ThS9.

Popular Questions About Ashworth Drainage

What does basement waterproofing help prevent?
Basement waterproofing is intended to reduce water intrusion and moisture problems that can lead to

dampness, leaks, odors, and damage over time.

How do | know if | may need foundation repair?
Common signs can include visible cracks, water seepage, shifting or uneven areas, or recurring moisture

problems; an on-site assessment is usually the best way to confirm causes and options.

What areas does Ashworth Drainage serve?

Ashworth Drainage serves London, Ontario and surrounding areas in Southwestern Ontario.

What are Ashworth Drainage’s hours?
Monday-Friday 9:00 AM-5:00 PM; Saturday closed; Sunday closed.

How can | contact Ashworth Drainage?

Phone: +1-519-660-9375

Email: info@ashworthdrainage.ca

Website: https://www.ashworthdrainage.ca/

Map: https://maps.app.goo.gl/9kaoXAxRtJRP1ThS9
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ashworthdrainage/
X: https://twitter.com/ashworthrules

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ashworthdrainage/
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Landmarks Near London, ON

1) Kiwanis Park

2) Western Fair District

3) Covent Garden Market
4) Victoria Park

5) Budweiser Gardens

6) Museum London

7) Fanshawe Conservation Area
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