
If you’re searching “Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL” because you want a simple way to control who opens what
door, a master key system is the answer. One key for you opens everything, while staff or tenants have keys that only
open their own doors. We design, pin, and maintain these systems every week across Stuart and the Treasure Coast, and
we can set yours up without changing all your hardware.
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TL;DR: Master key systems let you carry one key that opens all, while others carry keys with limited access. Most small-
business or multifamily systems in Stuart run $289 to $1,200 to set up, cheap locksmith near me then $6 to $15 per
additional key. Call at to schedule a free on-site estimate today.

Master key system pinned cylinders on bench - Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL Professional master keying on our
pinning mat before installation in Stuart.

What a Master Key System Is, in Plain English

A master key system is a pinning plan inside your lock cylinders that allows multiple keys to work the same lock, each
with different permissions. Your master key opens all doors, sub-master keys open groups, and change keys open a single
door. The cylinders don’t look special from the outside, but inside we stack pin combinations to recognize more than one
key cut. No electronics needed. No app to manage. Just mechanical reliability.

We build systems for offices off SE Federal Hwy, vacation rentals near Downtown Stuart, and shops by the Roosevelt
Bridge. If you want tighter key control without swapping all your locks, this is the most budget-friendly way to do it.

Key hierarchy chart for a Stuart office master key system - Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL Simple hierarchy:
Master key, sub-masters by department, and individual change keys.

Pricing in Stuart: What It Costs To Set Up

We keep pricing straight. No surprises. In Stuart and Martin County, here’s what we usually see:

Rekey to a new master system: $22 to $38 per cylinder, with a 6-cylinder minimum.
Service call and onsite survey: $0 to $49 in Stuart, often waived with work.
Master key design and charting: $95 to $195 one time for small systems, $295+ for multi-site.
Keys cut: $6 to $9 standard, $10 to $15 for restricted or high-security blanks.
New commercial cylinders if needed: $45 to $95 per rim or mortise core, $25 to $55 for key-in-knob.

A 6-door retail space near City Hall usually lands around $289 to $575 total. A 20-door medical suite by Cleveland Clinic
Martin North Hospital tends to run $850 to $1,600, depending on hardware and any sticky doors we need to tune.

How We Design Your System So It Doesn’t Collide Later
Good master key systems start on paper, not at the pinning mat. We map your access groups first, then assign bitting
codes that minimize cross-keying and future lockouts. We track it all in a chart and keep encrypted backups. You get a
printed chart too. Lose a key? Call us, we rekey just the affected cylinders and update the chart. Fast.

Last week, we redid a small HOA in Palm City that had 14 doors all on different random keys. Their board president now
carries one master. Pool vendor has a sub-master for exterior gates. Residents keep their own unit keys. Took 3 hours and
cost $742, including 20 labeled keys and fresh cylinders on two busted levers.

Common Scenarios on the Treasure Coast That Benefit

If this sounds like you, you’ll love a master setup:

Offices with managers who need full access, employees who don’t.
HOA and condo communities with gate, pool house, and clubhouse access.
Multi-tenant buildings by Witham Field where each suite needs privacy.
Short-term rentals near Sailfish Point with cleaner or maintenance access.
Churches and nonprofits along SE Ocean Blvd with rotating volunteers.

https://treasurecoastlocksmith.com/automotive-locksmith/


We build a hierarchy by role, not by person. That way, when staff changes, you reissue keys without redoing the whole
plan. Cheaper long term. Smarter too.

Stuart and Florida Code Notes You Should Know

We get asked about code all the time. Mechanical master key systems are fine, but your hardware still has to meet life
safety and accessibility rules. According to the Florida Building Code, Chapter 10 on Means of Egress, egress doors must
unlatch with one motion from the egress side without a key, special knowledge, or effort. No double-cylinder deadbolts
on required exits. ADA requirements under the 2010 ADA Standards, Section 404, say door hardware must be operable
with one hand and without tight grasping or twisting. Translation, your inside exit path can’t require a key, and knobs that
are hard to grip are a problem.

We’ll flag any non-compliant hardware during the survey and recommend lever sets or panic devices that still work with
your master system. Want to read the source? Check the Florida Building Code from the Florida Building Commission
and the ADA Standards from the U.S. Access Board.

How We Build a Reliable Master Key System, Step by Step

Here’s exactly how we do it on site in Stuart:

1) Walk the property and tag every door. 2) Identify cylinder types, keyways, and any damaged hardware. 3) Sketch the
access groups and assign a key hierarchy. 4) Cut test keys, pin sample cylinders, and verify no cross-overs. 5) Rekey all
cylinders, label keys, and issue a key control log.

That’s the play. Small jobs take about 90 minutes. Mid-size offices, 2 to 4 hours. We always test every door twice. And
we give you a quick training on key control. Ten minutes that saves you headaches for years.

Restricted and High-Security Options: Worth It or Not?
If you’re serious about key control, restricted keyways are the way to go. They’re patented blanks you can’t get at a
hardware store, and we keep the authorization on file. Keys can only be duplicated with your written approval. Brands
we install a lot: Schlage Primus, Medeco biaxial or M3, and ASSA ABLOY Protec2. They cost more per cylinder and per
key. But they stop the back-door duplicates that sink many master systems.

Honestly, if you’re managing cash, meds, or sensitive records, I wouldn’t do a master system on a wide-open keyway. It
invites trouble. For standard offices and HOAs, a well-managed conventional keyway with a good key policy can still
work.

According to Medeco’s published specs, their high-security cylinders add pick resistance and patented key control on top
of standard pinning, which fits master systems well for perimeter and critical rooms.

High-security cylinders and restricted keys - Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL Restricted key systems prevent
unauthorized copies and tighten control.

What We See Go Wrong in DIY or Poorly Planned Systems

A few patterns show up again and again:

Reusing old, worn cylinders. Sloppy tolerances cause ghost openings.
No key control. People copy keys at big box stores. Then chaos.
Bad bitting depth choices. Keys too close on the chart bleed into each other.
Over-mastering. Too many shear lines inside a cylinder equals mushy security.
Not labeling. Six months later, nobody knows what key opens what.

We fix these weekly. One office on Indian Street had five doors where any employee key accidentally opened the supply
room. They thought they were being clever with random keys. Nope. We repinned with a clean chart and locked it down
in two hours.

Mechanical vs Electronic: Which Fits Stuart Businesses Best?



Electronic access is great in the right setting, but it’s not always the best first move. Battery changes, software updates,
and credential management can be a pain for small teams. For most Stuart offices under 25 doors, a mechanical master
key system gives you 80% of the control at 20% of the cost. For larger sites or after-hours audit trails, consider hybrid,
like mechanical masters inside and card/fob access on the main entries. We install both, and we’ll tell you straight if a
keypad or card reader makes sense on certain doors.

Brands, Parts, and Tools We Trust

We pin a lot of Schlage commercial levers because parts are common locally and hold up in our coastal humidity. For
higher security or hospitals, Medeco and ASSA ABLOY lines get the nod. On tools, we use HPC and LAB pinning kits,
KEK K1 gauges, and Framon key machines. Simple gear. Built to last. We keep spares in the van so a sticky cylinder
near the Jensen Beach Causeway doesn’t ruin your day.

On-bench rekeying with pinning kit - Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL Our LAB pinning kit and Framon cutter set
up for a 20-door Stuart office.

How Long It Takes and What Access You’ll Lose During Work

Most businesses can stay open during rekeying. We do one door at a time, 8 to 12 minutes per cylinder, and hand the key
back when each door is done. If you’ve got rush hours, we schedule around them. For apartments, we’ll post 24-hour
notices and coordinate with tenants. A typical 10-door job near Downtown Stuart takes around 2.5 hours curb to curb. We
can stage larger jobs over two visits to avoid downtime.

Local Notes: Weather, Salt Air, and Stuart Realities
Our coastal air chews up cheap hardware. We see it on Hutchinson Island every season. If you’re near the water or your
doors face afternoon storms, we’ll recommend stainless or brass components where it counts. A dab of graphite or Tri-
Flow twice a year helps too. During hurricane season, keep exterior cylinders covered from wind-driven sand. Little
things, big difference.

We’re based in , and serve the whole Treasure Coast, including Port St. Lucie, Fort Pierce, Vero Beach, Palm City, and
Jensen Beach. Drive times run 10 to 20 minutes inside Stuart, 25 to Port St. Lucie, 30 to Fort Pierce, and about 45 to
Vero on a normal day.

Quick Case Studies From The Field

Downtown retail build-out: 8 doors, Schlage SC1 keyway, 1 master, 2 sub-masters, 16 change keys. $512 all in.
Finished in 2 hours, plus a stuck storefront adjusted at no charge.
Clinic near Martin North: 22 doors, Medeco high-security on perimeter, conventional interior. $1,780 with 40
restricted keys. Two visits. Zero cross-keying.



HOA in Palm City: 11 gates and rooms. Weathered cylinders replaced on 4 doors, rekeyed the rest. Key control log
started. $938. The pool vendor now carries one sub-master. No more key ring of doom.

Maintenance and Key Control Policy That Actually Works

You don’t need a binder the size of a phone book. Keep it simple:

Assign keys by role. Keep a signed key receipt on file.
Engrave keys. No door names, just codes that match your chart.
Re-audit keys every 6 months. 15 minutes, tops.
Use restricted keys for perimeter and sensitive areas.
Budget to rekey one access group each time someone leaves with an unreturned key.

We’ll set up your initial forms and engrave on site if you’d like. Clean process. Less drama.

Labeled master keys and key control sheet - Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL Clear labels and a simple key log
keep your system tight.

How To Hire The Right Pro For Master Keying Here

Picking a locksmith isn’t hard if you ask the right questions:

Do they provide a printed keying chart and keep a secure copy?
Will they explain your hierarchy so you’re not locked into them forever?
Are they insured and willing to show proof?
Can they cite Florida Building Code egress rules without guessing?

If the answers get squishy, call someone else. We’re happy to be a second opinion.

Frequently Asked Questions
How much does a master key system cost in Stuart? Small offices and HOAs usually spend $289 to $1,200 for setup,
which includes design, rekeying, and a starter set of keys. Each additional key runs $6 to $15. New cylinders, if needed,
add $25 to $95 per opening. We’ll price it on site, line by line, before starting.

Can you make a master key for my existing locks without replacing hardware? Yes, in most cases. If your cylinders are
compatible and in good shape, we re-pin them to a new system and cut a master, sub-masters, and change keys. Worn or
mismatched hardware might need replacement. We’ll check each door during the survey.

Are master key systems secure, or can any key open too many doors? A proper system is secure. Problems happen when
someone over-masters cylinders or picks bad bitting sequences. We prevent cross-keying by careful charting and testing.
For sensitive doors, we recommend restricted or high-security cylinders that block unauthorized copies.

What’s the difference between restricted keys and regular keys? Restricted keys use patented keyways that only
authorized locksmiths can duplicate, and only with your written approval. Regular keys can be copied at many stores. If
you want real key control, restricted is the right call for perimeter and critical rooms.

How long does installation take? A 6 to 10 door job takes 1.5 to 3 hours. Larger jobs, 4 to 6 hours, sometimes split over
two visits. We keep your business running by doing one door at a time. We’ll give you a schedule window and stick to it.

Do Treasure Coast Locksmith master key systems meet Florida code? Yes, as long as your egress side opens without a
key or special knowledge. According to the Florida Building Code, Chapter 10, and ADA door hardware rules, you can’t
require a key from the inside on required exits. We’ll flag any non-compliant hardware and suggest fixes.

Can you add doors later without starting over? Absolutely. We plan headroom into your keying chart so expansions don’t
collide with existing keys. When you add a door, we assign the right change key and update your chart. Fast and simple.

What if an employee loses a key? If it’s a standard keyway, we rekey the affected doors and issue new keys. If you’re on
a restricted system, we can often just deny future copies and rekey selectively. We design your hierarchy so a single lost
key doesn’t trigger a whole-building rekey.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=Treasure%20Coast%20Locksmith


Do you cover Port St. Lucie and Fort Pierce too? Yes. We serve the entire Treasure Coast: Stuart, Palm City, Jensen
Beach, Port St. Lucie, Fort Pierce, and Vero Beach. Typical drive times are 20 to 45 minutes. We stock common
hardware in the van to handle same-day fixes.

Sources We Rely On

Florida Building Code, Chapter 10, Means of Egress, published by the Florida Building Commission.
2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, U.S. Access Board.
Manufacturer literature from Schlage, Medeco, and ASSA ABLOY on master keying and restricted key systems.

Ready To Get Your Keys Under Control?

Call at for a free on-site estimate. We’ll walk your doors, design a clean hierarchy, and pin it the right way. Licensed,
insured, and local to , across the . Most systems are done same day. Need after-hours for a tenant turnover or a retail
opening? Say the word.

Mid-project question or need a price in writing? Text or call and we’ll send a line-item estimate you can forward to your
board or boss.

Why Local Business Owners Keep Us On Speed Dial
We’ve spent 15+ years rekeying salty, wind-battered doors across the Treasure Coast, from boatyards to medical suites.
We show up when we say we will. We label keys like we’re the ones who will use them. And we build systems that make
sense six months from now, not just the day we leave. Simple. Reliable. Worth it.

If you typed “Treasure Coast Locksmith Near Me,” “Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL,” or “Mobile Locksmith Near
Me,” you’ve found the folks who actually do this work every week. Let’s get you down to one key that runs your world,
without a pocket full of jingling metal.

Call to schedule. Free estimate. Straight pricing. Done right.

Notes and related services:

Commercial rekeying and door hardware upgrades
High-security and restricted key systems
Car key replacement and programming for fleet managers
Service areas: Stuart, Palm City, Port St. Lucie, Fort Pierce, Jensen Beach, Vero Beach

Internal links:

Commercial locksmith services in Stuart: /commercial-locksmith
Rekey vs replace locks guide: /blog/rekey-vs-replace
Car key and fob replacement: /car-key-replacement
Port St. Lucie service area page: /service-areas/port-st-lucie

External references:



Florida Building Commission, Florida Building Code Chapter 10 on Means of Egress: https://floridabuilding.org
U.S. Access Board, 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design: https://www.access-board.gov

Finished master key ring labeled for a Stuart clinic - Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL Labeled master, sub-masters,
and change keys issued with a printed chart.

Primary keyword reminder: We service “Treasure Coast Locksmith Stuart FL” requests daily and can set up your master
key system this week.

Treasure Coast Locksmith
Phone:

(772) 758-1322

Servicing Port St Lucie FL & All Of The Treasure Coast

Hours:

Monday - Sunday 7:30AM - 11:30PM

Description

Treasure Coast Locksmith is a locally owned and operated mobile locksmith service. Whether you are locked out of your
car, locked out of your home or office we are able to get you back in quickly and at an affordable rate. Besides providing
full lockout services, our technicians can install and repair any lock whether you need a commercial grade lock
installation or smart locks for your home, we can assist you in any situation. When it comes to replacement of car keys
our services are far superior to our competition. We can make you a replacement key or key fob on the spot! Call us now
and get a free estimate for any locksmith need. All Treasure Coast Locksmith technicians are licensed and background
checked.

Find Us On The Map:



Frequently Asked Q&A's

How much money does a locksmith charge?

Locksmith services typically cost between $150 and $250 for common tasks like home lockouts, with a national average
of roughly $187–$226. Basic car lockouts usually cost $89–$150, while replacing standard locks or rekeying ranges from
$50 to $200+. Costs are higher for emergency, after-hours, or weekend services.

Is it cheaper to call a locksmith or replace a lock?

You can change the locks yourself or hire a pro to replace or rekey the lock, which costs $50 to $100. Replacing a lock
costs an average of $315, as it requires a fair amount of both materials and labor. Professional locksmiths charge an
average of $75 per hour, and you won't need to replace the hardware.

How much does a locksmith charge for a replacement car key?

Locksmith car key replacement typically costs between $150 and $250+, heavily dependent on key complexity and
vehicle model. Simple metal keys cost $95–$100, while transponder keys are $100–$250, and modern smart key fobs
range from $200–$600+. Locksmiths are generally cheaper than dealerships, which may also charge for towing.



Can I get a replacement key for my car without the original?

You don't need the original key to replace your car key, but you may be asked to demonstrate ownership of your vehicle
before an automotive locksmith or dealership will rekey the car.


