Walk any residential street in London, Ontario from Old North to Westmount, and you will see a quiet shift underfoot.
Asphalt that used to dominate the typical residential driveway in London is steadily giving way to concrete, especially
stamped and exposed aggregate finishes. Homeowners want curb appeal that looks intentional, not just functional. They
still need durability that handles lake effect winters, freeze-thaw cycles, and the occasional snowblower mishap. Stamped
and exposed aggregate deliver both, provided the installation is engineered for our climate and the maintenance follows a
few non-negotiables.

This is where trends meet technical choices. It is not enough to pick a pattern on a website. The mix design, the base
prep, even the colour release you choose for a stamped surface will affect longevity and day-to-day usability. Below, I
will explain what homeowners across the city are choosing and why, where stamped and exposed aggregate excel, and
what to demand from concrete installation services so your investment pays off through two or three decades of winters.

Why concrete is outpacing asphalt on London driveways

Asphalt’s low initial price remains appealing, but it drifts upward with oil markets and does not age gracefully beside
brick, stone, and modern cladding. Concrete costs more up front, typically 1.5 to 2.5 times asphalt in this region, but it
wears better and offers design flexibility. For many residential driveway London Ontario projects, the calculus now
includes home resale value, heat reflectivity in summer, and traction in winter.

Longevity tips the scale. A properly installed concrete driveway in London can last 25 to 35 years, depending on
maintenance and use. Asphalt often shows its age by year 10 to 15, especially where heavy vehicles sit. If you plan to
stay in your home more than eight to ten years, concrete’s lifecycle cost usually pencils out, and it dramatically improves
the look of the front approach.

Stamped concrete: the architect’s favorite chameleon

Stamped concrete has moved past its early 2000s “fake stone” stereotype. Better colour systems and smarter pattern
choices now produce surfaces that complement, not imitate awkwardly. In particular, large-format, lightly textured
stamps pair well with modern facades, while ashlar and random stone patterns still suit traditional homes in Wortley
Village or Lambeth.

A few practical notes from projects around London:

e Pattern scale matters. Oversized cobble patterns can fight a small bungalow’s proportions. On compact lots, a
plank stamp with 6 to 8 inch widths or a tight ashlar grid looks tailored and reduces visual noise.

e Colour is layered. The base integral colour sets the tone, while a release colour picks out texture. Chocolate release
on a warm grey base gives natural depth without shouting. Avoid high contrast unless you are deliberately echoing
a dark roof or black window frames.

o Texture depth trades off with maintenance. Deeply embossed stamps collect dirt and can hold small puddles after a
thaw. Light to medium textures drain better and plow smoother.

e Borders frame the work. A simple 12 to 18 inch soldier course around the drive creates a finished edge. If your
sidewalk or porch is exposed aggregate, a border in the same finish ties the front together.

What stamped does best is continuity. For large, visible areas like a sweeping front drive with a walkway that wraps to a
side entrance, a consistent pattern and colour unify the space. When paired with a sealed finish that leans satin rather than
gloss, stamped looks like a considered part of the architecture, not an applique.

Exposed aggregate: durable texture with winter traction

Exposed aggregate has a different appeal. You are looking at the natural stone within the mix, not a pressed texture on
top. It reads organic and understated, like a riverbed, and it excels where traction is a concern. Many homeowners in
Byron, where driveways can pitch more steeply, are selecting exposed aggregate for the main parking apron, then using a
stamped border or landing to add visual polish.

In London’s climate, exposed aggregate brings two big advantages. First, the micro texture is excellent underfoot in
shoulder seasons when freeze-thaw leaves a slick sheen on smooth surfaces. Second, aggregate hides minor surface wear
over time. You will still want to seal it, but the overall look remains consistent for decades with routine care.

The key choices revolve around stone size and colour. Smaller pea gravel gives a finer, even texture that is easier to
shovel. Larger stones create more drama but can feel busy if the area is small. Locally, mixes that skew to warm greys



and tans blend best with brick and stone facades common across the city. Black or high-contrast stones can look sharp
with modern charcoal palettes, but they show salt residue more prominently in winter.

Engineering for London’s freeze-thaw cycles

Whether you choose stamped or exposed aggregate, the structure beneath the surface determines success. Concrete
driveways London Ontario face repeated freeze-thaw swings, occasionally within a single week. Good contractors treat a
driveway like a slab-on-grade structural project, not just a pour.

Subgrade and base are non-negotiable. Strip organic topsoil and soft spots until you hit stable subgrade, usually 8 to 12
inches below finished grade. Install a compacted granular base, often Granular A or 3/4 inch minus limestone, in two or
residential concrete driveways london on more lifts to reach 4 to 8 inches thickness depending on soil conditions and
vehicle loads. On clay-heavy lots in the east end, I often recommend the higher end of that range to control heave.

Mix design matters. Specify air-entrained concrete rated at 32 to 35 MPa for residential driveways. Air entrainment,
typically 5 to 7 percent, gives freeze-thaw resilience by providing micro air pockets where water can expand without
popping the paste. Avoid mixes with high water content that look easy to place but cure weak. A low water-to-cement
ratio, around 0.45, with appropriate plasticizers, will place nicely and achieve strength.

Reinforcement reduces cracking. Wire mesh is common but often ends up on the bottom of the slab if not chaired. For
most residential driveway London projects, I prefer a combination of 10M rebar in a 24 to 36 inch grid, tied and chaired
mid-slab, plus a macro synthetic fiber in the mix for shrinkage control. On wider bays or where a car trailer will sit,
tighten the grid to 18 to 24 inches.

Thickness and joints keep the slab honest. Four inches is the bare minimum. Five to six inches is a better target for
longevity, particularly if you plan to park an SUV, truck, or boat. Control joints should divide panels to a spacing about
24 to 30 times the slab thickness, so roughly 8 to 12 feet on a 4 to 5 inch slab. Cut joints one quarter the slab depth,
within 6 to 12 hours of finishing, or tool them during the work. Strategic joint placement lets you avoid cuts through
decorative borders or high-visibility areas.

Drainage is a design element, not a footnote. Slope the driveway at least 2 percent away from the garage and house. On
deep lots where the street sits higher, incorporate trench drains at the garage door or a catch basin near the low point. Tie
into storm where permitted. Pooling water does more damage than salt, and it never looks good.

The finishing process: stamped and exposed done right

For stamped concrete, timing is everything. After screeding and bull floating, the crew waits for bleed water to evaporate.
They apply a colour release and then set stamps in sequence. Poor timing leaves smudged texture and inconsistent depth.
Good crews test the surface with a fingertip and listen for the right crunch underfoot before committing.

Detailing around joints separates great custom concrete work from average work. I like to run a clean joint on a pattern
break or in a way that the stamp masks it. Corners and transitions, especially where driveways meet city sidewalks,
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should look intentional and aligned.

Exposed aggregate takes a different touch. The installer places and strikes the slab, then sprays a surface retarder that
prevents the top paste from curing as quickly. After a few hours, they pressure wash the surface to reveal the stone. Too
much wash and you will pluck stones, leaving divots. Too little and you will get a gummy film. An even, consistent
exposure is the sign of experience. Once cured sufficiently, the first coat of sealer locks in the look and protects from
staining.

Sealing deserves a word. In London, a breathable, solvent-based acrylic or a penetrating silane-siloxane sealer works best
for driveways. Acrylics give that wet look many people like on stamped, but they can be slippery and need more frequent
recoat. Penetrating sealers have no gloss and significantly improve resistance to salt and freeze-thaw, particularly on
exposed aggregate. On high-traffic drives, plan on resealing every two to three years for acrylics, three to five years for
penetrating sealers, assuming proper prep.

Winter realities: salt, plows, and shovels

You can have the best concrete drive on the block and still lose the top 1 millimeter if you assault it with calcium
chloride blends right after a cold snap. New concrete is especially vulnerable. For at least the first winter, do not use
deicing salts at all. Instead, use clean sand or fine traction grit. After the first winter, if you must deice, stick with sodium
chloride in moderation and sweep residue once the thaw hits. Avoid magnesium or calcium chloride products that
aggressively attack the paste.

Plastic or rubber-edged shovels and snowblowers with skid shoes adjusted slightly off the surface prevent scuffing on
stamped. Steel blades can catch on texture. Exposed aggregate stands up better but still benefits from the same care. If a
plow service handles your driveway, brief them on the finish and remind them to raise the plow shoes a notch. A two-
minute conversation saves a lot of heartache.

Cost ranges and what drives them

Homeowners ask for hard numbers. With the caveat that site conditions, access, and design all influence price, here are
ballpark figures common for concrete driveways London:

e Standard broom finish: roughly 16 to 22 CAD per square foot for a 4 to 5 inch slab with base prep.

o Exposed aggregate: typically 20 to 28 CAD per square foot, depending on aggregate choice and sealer system.

e Stamped concrete: generally 22 to 32 CAD per square foot for single-colour work with a simple border. Add 2 to 5
CAD per square foot for complex colouring or multi-pattern layouts.

If extensive excavation, deep base, or drainage components are needed, add 3 to 8 CAD per square foot. Borders, steps,
and integrated walkways are usually priced as line items. Always confirm whether sawcutting, joint caulking, and the
first sealing cycle are included. Reputable concrete installation services spell this out, and you should not have to chase
details.

How stamped and exposed aggregate compare in practice

Homeowners often ask for a quick side-by-side. The most useful comparison keeps it practical.

e Appearance: Stamped offers pattern and strong visual statements. Exposed reads natural and understated, with the
stone doing the talking.

e Traction: Exposed aggregate wins in winter. Stamped with a light texture and a matte sealer can be very good but
sits a notch below.

e Maintenance: Both need periodic sealing, with exposed aggregate typically stretching longer between coats if you
use a penetrating sealer.

e Repairs: Stamped patching can be visible if colour matching is off. Exposed can accept localized repairs more
gracefully because the aggregate pattern hides small variations.

e Heat and glare: Exposed aggregate reflects and diffuses light well. Stamped in dark colours can warm up in August
sun. Choose mid-tone hues to balance.

Design that respects the house and the street



A driveway is not a standalone art piece. It serves the house and the streetscape. In older London neighbourhoods with
tree canopies and heritage brick, I lean toward exposed aggregate or a restrained stamp in warm greys with a simple
border. On newer builds with crisp cladding and black frames, a wide plank or large-format slate stamp in cool greys,
paired with a charcoal edging, reads contemporary without the gloss of high-contrast colour.

Scale small details to people, not cars. Where the driveway meets the front walkway, tighten the pattern or adjust the
border to cue a pedestrian zone. Consider a small landing in exposed aggregate at the bottom of porch steps even if the
rest is stamped. It quietly telegraphs sure footing for guests in March.

Lighting and edges matter. A 2 inch bevel on the driveway edge resists spalling from tires. Low, shielded LED path lights
mounted a foot back from the edge respect snow clearing and highlight texture at night. These are the quiet moves that
pull a project together.

Permits, setbacks, and city rules

London’s rules are straightforward but must be followed. Widening a driveway beyond the original curb cut or extending
hard surface coverage may require permission. On corner lots, visibility triangles restrict hardscape height near the curb.
If you introduce a trench drain that ties into storm, you will need the city’s blessing and an inspection. Good contractors
know the drill and will guide you through it. If your property sits in a newer subdivision, check the subdivision
agreement for driveway material and width restrictions during the first years after build.

The installation window and living through the work

In our area, the main season runs April through November, with timing tied to ground temperature and weather stability.
For a straightforward remove-and-replace on a two-car drive, expect two to three working days spread over a week. Day
one, demolition and base construction. Day two or three, pour and finish. A stamped project may need an extra day for
colouring and detailing. Exposed aggregate needs a controlled wash window. Add one to two days for initial cure before
foot traffic, and five to seven days before parking, depending on conditions and mix.

If the schedule straddles a cold snap, a careful crew will pause. Rushing a pour at 2 degrees Celsius with a north wind
invites surface defects. Heat blankets and accelerators help, but sometimes you simply wait. London’s weather rewards
patience.

What to ask when you hire for custom concrete work

Use this brief checklist when you interview contractors for concrete driveways London:

e Will you provide a written scope with base depth, mix strength, air content, slab thickness, reinforcement type, and
joint layout?

How will you chair reinforcement to keep it mid-depth instead of on the subgrade?

What is your plan for drainage, slope, and any required trench drains or basins?

Which sealer will you apply, at what coverage rate, and how soon after placement?

Can I see two projects you installed at least three winters ago, ideally one stamped and one exposed aggregate, and
speak to those homeowners?

Maintenance that preserves the look and the structure

The best maintenance is light and routine. Concrete rewards consistency over heroics. Here is a simple seasonal routine
that fits residential driveway London Ontario conditions:

e Spring: Power wash at low to medium pressure, inspect joints, clean and recaulk any failed joint sealant, and assess
whether resealing is due.

e Summer: Rinse dust and pollen, watch for oil drips from vehicles, and spot clean with a mild degreaser before they
stain.

e Fall: Blow off leaves quickly so tannins do not mark the surface, trim back roots that threaten edges, and schedule
resealing if the last coat is past its window.

e Winter: Use sand for traction, avoid deicers especially in the first winter, and keep plow blades and snowblower
shoes set just off the surface.

o After freeze-thaw spikes: Walk the slab, note any popouts or scaling early, and consult your contractor if defects
appear beyond isolated cosmetic spots.



A note on sealing intervals. If water beads on the surface in several spots, you likely have active sealer. If it darkens
immediately and uniformly, it is time. Over-sealing can trap moisture and turn acrylic milky, so do not recoat on
autopilot. Clean thoroughly, allow to dry 24 to 48 hours in good weather, and apply thin, even coats.

Two local scenarios that show the trade-offs

In Hyde Park, a homeowner with a wide, gently sloped lot wanted a bold look to match a modern entry. We chose a
large-format slate stamp in a cool mid-grey with a charcoal border, five and a half inch slab, #10 rebar at 24 inches, and
fiber in the mix. Control joints aligned with the garage door breaks, concealed within grout lines. A matte, high-solids
acrylic sealer delivered richness without glare. Three winters later, the surface still reads crisp. The homeowner uses
sand, not salt, and we resealed after year three.

Across the river in Byron on a steeper approach, traction was the priority. We installed exposed aggregate with a small-
pebble mix in warm grey and tan tones, five inch slab, rebar at 18 inches on center near the lower apron where vehicles
brake and turn. A penetrating silane-siloxane sealer protected against salt intrusion. On the front steps, we matched the

aggregate to keep the look cohesive. The owner reports easier snow clearing and no slick spots in shoulder seasons.

Both clients invested in custom concrete work that fits their homes, their habits, and their microclimates. The finishes
differ, but the backbone is the same: proper base, air-entrained mix, thoughtful joints, and drainage that respects the site.

Sustainability, runoff, and material choices

Concrete is not the villain it is sometimes made out to be, especially when installed intelligently. Light-coloured concrete
reduces heat absorption compared to asphalt, improving summertime comfort around the home. Pairing hardscape with
strategic planting strips or permeable side zones handles runoff well. If your lot permits it, a narrow band of permeable
pavers along one edge can take roof water from a downspout and ease the load on storm.

Ask your contractor about recycled content in the base material. Crushed concrete can replace some virgin aggregate
under the slab if it is clean and well graded. Fly ash or slag in the mix can replace a portion of Portland cement, lowering
embodied carbon and often improving long-term durability, though finishers should adjust timing on stamped work when
supplementary cementitious materials are present.

Choose low-VOC sealers when possible. Penetrating sealers often meet stricter air standards and last longer, which
means fewer reapplications and less material over the life of the driveway.

Common missteps and how to avoid them

Most driveway disappointments trace back to one of a few preventable mistakes. The first is skipping base prep to save a
day. That shows up as settlement at the garage door and birdbaths in spring. The second is pouring thin. A four inch slab

may survive where soil and loads are forgiving, but many lots benefit from five or more inches. The third is sealing with
a high-gloss acrylic in late fall during a humidity spike. That traps moisture, turns milky, and peels by spring. The fourth
is treating stamped texture like a sidewalk and chiseling at it with a metal shovel.

All four are avoided when you hire for quality and insist on specifics. For homeowners searching residential driveway
london ontario for concrete driveways London or concrete driveways London Ontario online, vet the gallery, but spend
more time probing process. The best concrete installation services welcome those questions and answer them plainly.

Where stamped and exposed aggregate make the most sense

Choose stamped when the driveway is part of a larger visual composition. If you have a front courtyard effect, a circular
approach, or a long walkway that begs for a unified language, stamped gives you the palette to pull it together. Keep
patterns restrained, colours tuned to the house, and texture moderated for winter.
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Choose exposed aggregate when you need traction, easy maintenance, and texture that ages gracefully. On steeper
grades, narrow drives, or where the driveway is mostly a utilitarian approach that still deserves good looks, exposed
aggregate shines. Use borders or adjacent stamped landings to layer in design without sacrificing performance.

There is no single right answer for every residential driveway London Ontario homeowner. The right choice balances
look, slope, shade patterns that affect winter melt, vehicle types, and how you use the space. If you host driveway
basketball games, a lighter texture might be friendlier on the knees. If you back a trailer twice a month, reinforcement
strategy and joint layout need priority.

Final thoughts born from winters on site

Concrete teaches humility. You control what you can, then you watch the sky. Good work looks simple when it is
finished, but it is the product of dozens of small decisions: how deep to chase a soft spot in the subgrade, how to align a
joint with a stone course on the porch, whether to wait another 20 minutes before stamping. Over years, the slab tells you
if those decisions were sound.

If you are planning a new driveway, start with the end in mind. How do you want it to feel underfoot on a damp March
morning. What should it look like next to the front garden in June. How will it handle a January thaw followed by a snap
freeze. With thoughtful design and disciplined execution, stamped and exposed aggregate concrete answer those
questions elegantly. They elevate the everyday path from curb to garage, and they stand up to London’s weather with
quiet confidence.
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Ferrari Concrete is a family-owned concrete contractor serving London, Ontario with residential, commercial, and
industrial concrete work.

Ferrari Concrete provides plain, coloured, stamped, and exposed aggregate concrete for driveways, patios, porches, pool
decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors.

Ferrari Concrete operates from 5606 Westdel Bourne, London, ON N6P 1P3, Canada (Plus Code: VM9J+GF) and can be
reached at 519-652-0483 for project consultations.

Ferrari Concrete serves the London area and nearby communities such as Lambeth, St. Thomas, and Strathroy for
concrete installations and upgrades.

Ferrari Concrete offers commercial concrete services for parking lots, curbs, sidewalks, driveways, and other site
concrete needs for facilities and workplaces.

Ferrari Concrete includes decorative concrete options that can help homeowners match finishes and patterns to the look
of their property.

Ferrari Concrete provides HydroVac services (Ferrari HydroVac) for projects where hydrovac excavation support may be
a fit.

Ferrari Concrete can be found on Google Maps here: https://www.google.com/maps/search/?
api=1&query=Ferrari%20Concrete%2C%205606%20Westdel%20Bourne%2C%20London%2C%200N%20N6P%201P3

Popular Questions About Ferrari Concrete

What services does Ferrari Concrete offer in London, Ontario?

Ferrari Concrete provides a range of concrete services, including residential and commercial concrete work such as
driveways, patios, porches, pool decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors, with finish options like plain, coloured,
stamped, and exposed aggregate.

Does Ferrari Concrete install stamped or coloured concrete?

Yes—Ferrari Concrete offers decorative finishes such as stamped and coloured concrete. Availability can depend on
scheduling, season, and the specific pattern/colour selection, so it’s best to confirm details during an estimate.

Do you handle both residential and commercial concrete projects?
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Ferrari Concrete works on residential projects (like driveways and patios) as well as commercial/industrial concrete
needs (such as curbs, sidewalks, and parking-area concrete). Project scope and site requirements typically determine the
best approach.

What areas does Ferrari Concrete serve around London?

Ferrari Concrete serves London, ON and surrounding communities. If your project is outside the city core, it’s a good
idea to confirm travel/service availability when requesting a quote.

How does pricing usually work for a concrete project?

Concrete project costs typically depend on size, site access, base preparation, thickness/reinforcement needs, drainage
considerations, and finish choices (for example stamped vs. plain). An on-site assessment is usually the fastest way to get
an accurate estimate.

What are Ferrari Concrete’s business hours?

Hours listed are Monday through Saturday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Sunday hours are not listed, so it’s best to call
ahead if you need a weekend appointment outside those times.

How do I contact Ferrari Concrete for an estimate?

Call (519).652-0483 or email info@ferrariconcrete.com to request an estimate. You can also connect on Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube. Website: https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/

Landmarks Near London, ON

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services. If you’re
looking for concrete contracting in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Budweiser Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers residential and commercial concrete work. If
you’re looking for concrete contractor help in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Victoria Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides decorative concrete options like stamped
and coloured finishes. If you’re looking for decorative concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Covent
Garden Market.
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Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete services for driveways, patios, and
walkways. If you’re looking for concrete installation in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Western University.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for homes and
businesses. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Fanshawe College.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work for curbs, sidewalks, and other
flatwork needs. If you’re looking for concrete flatwork in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Masonville Place.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete services for outdoor spaces like
patios and pool decks. If you’re looking for patio or pool-deck concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near
Springbank Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete contracting for residential upgrades
and new installs. If you’re looking for residential concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Storybook
Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for commercial
and industrial sites. If you’re looking for commercial concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near White Oaks
Mall.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work that supports long-term
durability. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Museum London.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for properties
across the city. If you’re looking for concrete services in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near The Grand Theatre.
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