
Good garage cabinetry does two jobs at once. It tames the chaos of tools, sports gear, and seasonal boxes, and it
protects your investment by keeping weight where the structure can handle it. Preparation is what separates a
slick install from the kind that drags a week and leaves you hunting for a missing stud. I have walked into garages
that were ready to the inch and finished by lunch, and I have walked into garages where we spent half a day
moving paint cans and chasing moisture. The difference came from the prep.

This guide walks through how I advise homeowners to get their space ready before a garage cabinet company
arrives. Whether you are planning a full wall of Custom garage cabinets or just a bank of uppers over a
workbench, you will get better results with a clean plan, sound walls, and a floor that tells the truth.

Start with what you want the space to do
Before tape measures come out, decide what your cabinets must hold, and where daily life needs breathing
room. A family that runs three sports, a garden, and a side hustle in woodworking should not copy the layout of a
weekend tinkerer. Look at how you use the garage during a week. Watch where you naturally drop groceries,
charge a mower, or stash a wet cooler. Those movements should inform the layout.



A well prepared homeowner will group items by rhythm, not by category alone. For example, put kids’ gear near
the door to the house, oil and filters near the car’s front quarter, and landscaping tools along the wall that opens
to the yard. Tall lockers carry rakes and poles, but a narrow cabinet beside the outside door often does more to
keep dirt from tracking in. The right layout shortens trips. It also avoids door collisions, which is a real concern
once you have both cabinet doors and car doors swinging.

If you are working with Garage cabinet builders, share a quick inventory with rough sizes and weights. A string
trimmer is light but long. A table saw is short but heavy. A pressure washer is both. Knowing that mix lets the
designer specify hinge upgrades, shelf thickness, and bracing where it matters.

Measure the reality, not the brochure
On paper, walls are straight, floors level, and doors clear of each other by a mile. In the field, slabs pitch toward
drains, walls bow, and tracks for overhead doors shave away precious inches. Do not trust a single dimension.
Check three points along the wall where the cabinetry will run. Measure the ceiling height in at least two spots,
especially in older homes where the slab may have a crown.

Vehicles eat room in ways homeowners often forget. Measure the length of your longest car, then add 24 inches
for a person to walk behind it and 12 to 18 inches for the garage door hardware. If you plan cabinets along the
front wall, plan on shallower boxes or recessed toe kicks to keep parking practical. In tight single bays, a 16 inch
deep cabinet can be the difference between closing the door and kissing the bumper.

I also measure door swing arcs. Open a car door fully and mark the arc with painter’s tape. Then open the garage
entry door and add its sweep. Now you can see where a cabinet door will fight a daily movement. Adjust cabinet
depth or choose sliding doors in that zone if needed.

Evaluate your walls like a builder
Cabinets depend on what they hang from. Drywall by itself is paper and gypsum. The muscle comes from
framing, masonry, or a combination of both. Take five minutes to check what is behind the drywall.

Stud spacing and quality: Most garages are framed at 16 inches on center, some at 24. Tap for hollow sounds
and find studs with a rare earth magnet, which will pick up screw heads cleaner than electronic stud finders
on textured walls. If the studs are 24 inches on center, expect to add plywood backing or continuous cleats to
distribute load.

Blocking: If you are early in a remodel, ask the contractor to add horizontal blocking between studs at the
planned cabinet height. A 2x6 on the flat, set level where the top rail will land, saves hours and makes for
rock solid anchoring.

Masonry or CMU: In parts of the country, especially in humid regions, garage walls might be block or tilt up
concrete. Plan for sleeve anchors or Tapcons, and confirm you have the right bit sizes. Let the installer know if
the wall has parging or foam insulation behind drywall.

Metal studs: Some newer builds use light gauge metal studs in garage demising walls. They hold drywall fine
but do not take lag bolts like wood. You will want a plywood backer or a continuous steel track to carry the
cabinet load.

If you are in a newer subdivision with post tension slabs, you will see warning stamps on the garage floor. Do not
drill into that slab without a plan. For base cabinets that need anchoring, use adhesive and pins that stay shallow,



or fasten through the back to the wall studs. A reputable garage cabinet company will already work to those
constraints, but it helps to flag them early.

Fix moisture and pests before they become cabinet problems
Cabinets hide trouble. If a corner lets wind driven rain under the sill, or if the water heater’s TPR valve has a slow
leak, you may only notice after MDF swells or a back panel grows fuzzy with mold. Walk the perimeter on a dry
day and a wet one. Look for efflorescence at the base of walls, a white powder that signals water migration. Seal
cracks and re caulk control joints with a flexible polyurethane. If the slab wicks moisture in humid months,
consider a penetrating densifier or a vapor mitigating epoxy before you set toe kicks on it.

In Texas and the Gulf states, high humidity in late summer can reach 60 to 80 percent in a closed garage. That
moisture warps thin shelves and invites silverfish. If you are shopping for Garage cabinet in Texas, ask for sealed
edges on MDF panels, powder coated steel where it makes sense, and back panels spaced off masonry to allow
airflow. A small, wall mounted dehumidifier set to 50 percent does more for cabinet longevity than any marketing
claim.

Rodent issues need attention as well. Cabinets make great cover for mice. Seal penetrations around gas lines and
dryer vents with steel wool and foam, and fix the gap under the side door with a proper sweep. Set a few
monitors near suspected entry points before installation. Better to find a problem now than to set a pantry
cabinet over an active trail.

Power, lighting, and wall services
Once cabinets go in, wires and pipes get harder to move. If you plan to add a benchtop with power tools or a
battery charging station, decide where outlets need to be. Code wants GFCI protection in garages. If existing
outlets share the wall where tall cabinets will stand, move them up to sit just above the counter splash plane or
route them through the cabinet backs with proper grommets. For a tidy result, I like outlets at 48 inches to the
centerline above a 36 inch high counter, which leaves room for backsplashes.

Lighting matters more than people expect. A bank of tall units can throw a deep shadow on a work surface. Add
a linear LED over the run or under cabinet strips on a switched leg. If conduit runs on the surface, plan cabinets to
clear it or budget for a short relocation. The same goes for low voltage data lines if you keep a router or a camera
hub in the garage.

Water heaters and softeners often live in a garage. Maintain the manufacturer’s clearance on all sides, and keep
flammable chemical storage away from a gas appliance. If you intend to enclose a water heater, local code may
require louvered doors and a raised platform. Check this before you fall in love with a perfectly flush wall of
doors.

Floor conditions and leveling strategy
Every installer reads floors with a torpedo level and a straightedge. A good slab will still pitch a quarter inch over
a 10 foot run for drainage. That is manageable, but you should plan the cabinet bases so doors align and gaps at
the toe kick look intentional. Shimming is normal. I prefer composite shims under ladder bases so they do not
compress over time.

If you are applying an epoxy or polyaspartic coating, schedule it before cabinet day and allow the manufacturer’s
full cure window. Fast cure products market 24 hour turnaround, but heavy bases and feet can print into soft



coatings. Three to seven days is safer, depending on temperature. If you are in a hot climate, the coating may be
ready sooner, but humidity can slow solvent release. Talk to the installer.

Uneven or spalled concrete at the wall line deserves patching. Cabinets hate point loading over high spots. A
quick skim of hydraulic cement where the base will sit saves a lot of scribing on site.

Plan for clearances and safety zones
Garages pack moving parts. Overhead door tracks need at least 2 inches of side clearance beyond the door
width, and openers swing bars and arms near the ceiling. Keep uppers away from a track, and leave room above
cabinets for the door to pass if the cabinet sits on the side wall close to the front.

Think vertically too. Attic hatches, pull down stairs, and storage lifts must open fully. A tall cabinet placed under a
hatch can block access to a water leak at a bad time. If the only logical wall conflicts with a hatch, choose a lower
bank of cabinets under that reach, and add a ceiling storage rack elsewhere.

For fire safety, many jurisdictions require 5/8 inch Type X drywall on walls that separate the house from the
garage. If your drywall shows repairs with thinner board, or if unfinished studs face the interior door, bring it up
to the standard before you anchor cabinets. It is not just a code box to check. It buys you minutes in the worst
case.

Declutter and stage the space
A tidy garage on installation day is not just polite, it protects your cabinets. Sawdust, drywall dust, and random
grit can ride into hinges and slides during install. The cleaner the zone, the smoother the adjustments and the
more precise the scribing.

I suggest staging by zones. Move everything off the target wall to the opposite side and the driveway. Tarp what
stays to control dust. If weather will be hot and humid, especially for Garage cabinet in Texas, plan to shift items
back under cover in the late afternoon. Sun bakes plastics and warps wood in an hour on a 100 degree day.
Consider a short term storage pod if the job is large.

Hazardous materials need their own plan. Old paint, solvents, fertilizer, and propane should not sit in the sun
while cabinets go in. Take this chance to purge what you do not need. Most cities run hazardous waste drop off
days several times a year. If you keep gasoline, use safety cans with spring caps and store them on a ventilated
lower shelf away from ignition sources.

Materials, finishes, and weight realism
You do not have to be the designer, but a little knowledge goes a long way when you choose materials with your
garage cabinet company. Powder coated steel cabinets shrug off humidity and make sense over a floor drain or
in coastal air, but they can dent if you slam a mower handle. High pressure laminate over 3/4 inch plywood gives
a tough worktop with reasonable cost. MDF doors paint beautifully, but ask for sealed edges and not just one
coat of primer if they will live near a roll up door that breathes humidity.

Shelves carry weight, and numbers matter. A 3/4 inch melamine shelf spanning 30 inches will carry about 50 to
75 pounds without sagging if supported well. Push it to 36 inches and load it with paint cans, and it will bow.
Break up long spans with verticals or upgrade to plywood or steel. If you plan to store an anvil, wall mount is the
wrong answer. Use a base cabinet directly on the slab and check that the feet are rated for point loads.



For drawers, full extension slides rated at 100 pounds are a baseline for tool storage. Soft close is not just a
luxury, it prevents bounce that loosens fasteners over years. Stainless pulls look nice but can feel cold in winter.
Powder coated pulls give grip when your hands are dusty.

Communication that saves time and rework
Install days go faster when everyone sees the same plan. Share measurements, photos of the wall, and any quirks
like a cleanout hidden behind drywall. If the layout crosses a seam in the slab or a control joint, note it. Some
installers will float base cabinets across a joint, others prefer to break at that line to allow movement. Neither is
wrong, but it should be intentional.

If you are hiring Garage cabinet builders for a custom run, ask for a final site check before fabrication. A quarter
inch change to account for a baseboard or an out of plumb corner is easy in the shop and painful in the
driveway. For Custom garage cabinets, I like to see the toe kick depth, cabinet reveal at the side walls, and crown
or fascia details called out with actual dimensions. A photo marked with painter’s tape and a Sharpie, showing
heights and outlets, beats a CAD drawing without context.

An eye on regional realities
In hotter states, installers start early and race the heat. For Garage cabinet in Texas, summer appointments often
begin at 7 a.m. Plan noise and driveway use with neighbors if you live in a tight cul de sac. Heat also affects
adhesives and finishes. Water based contact cements used for edgebanding flash too quickly in 100 degree air.
Good shops switch products or bring parts pre edged, but schedule wiggle room helps if a day runs long.

Storms can roll in fast. If cutting and scribing will happen outside, a pop up tent and a dry power source keep the
job moving. If your cabinet finish is sensitive, ask that parts stay wrapped until the sawdust settles. A gust can
fling grit into a glossy door and make a scratch that shows for years.

The essential prep checklist
Clear at least 6 feet of depth in front of the target wall, and the full width of the run, so installers can stage
parts and work safely.

Verify stud locations and wall type, then mark them with painter’s tape at 48 inches off the floor for easy
reference.

Confirm electrical and plumbing clearances, relocate or mark any outlets or valves that land behind tall
cabinets.

Check the slab for moisture and level, fix any obvious spalls or high ridges where bases will sit.

Stage tools, hazardous materials, and valuables away from the work zone, and plan shade or cover if they
must sit outside.

What to expect on installation day
A professional crew arrives with pads, saws, vacuums, and hardware packed by cabinet. They will want a flat spot
near the door to set saw horses and a cut station. Offer a nearby outlet on a 20 amp circuit to run a miter saw
and a vacuum. If the main garage outlet shares a GFCI with a fridge, plug the fridge into a different circuit for the
day so a nuisance trip does not spoil food.



Noise will spike during scribing. Cutting cabinet sides to match a wavy wall is a craft move that makes the
finished seam look poured. Expect the crew to test fit, scribe with a compass, cut outside, then sand to the line.
You may see them shim bases with a mix of plastic shims and ripped PVC. That is normal, and often better than
grinding a floor.

Good installers vacuum as they go, but dust still escapes. If a car must stay in the garage, Garage cabinet in
Texas drape it end to end with clean moving blankets. Pets and small children should not visit the garage during
the work window. A rogue screw on a smooth tire is a bad souvenir.

Mounting and anchoring choices
Cabinets can hang on a French cleat, mount directly through a back rail to studs, or ride on a ladder base and tie
back to the wall. Each method has a rationale. French cleats speed level adjustment and allow an entire run to
float over an uneven floor. Direct through bolts make the cabinet a structural member and limit racking. Ladder
bases look built in and support heavy counters.

If your wall is masonry, vibration during drilling travels. Clear art on the other side, and prepare for dust. A rotary
hammer with a HEPA vac captures most of it, but a little escapes. Ask the installer to use a stop collar on the bit
so they do not chase depth beyond what the anchor needs.

Pay attention to fastener types. Spax and GRK structural screws bite into wood cleanly and hold without splitting
studs. On block, sleeve anchors carry more load than simple concrete screws. On metal studs, use toggles rated
for shear, then back up the cabinet run with a continuous cleat that spreads the load over multiple studs.

Final adjustments that make it feel custom
After boxes are set, doors and drawers take time to adjust. Soft close hinges hide two or three axes of movement.
A patient installer will dial reveals until you see even 2 to 3 millimeter lines. Watch for face frames that need a
hair of planing at a scribe to keep a reveal consistent from top to bottom.

Caulk and trim complete the look. At the floor, a simple scribe moulding hides shims and sheds dust from under
the toe kick. Against the wall, a color matched silicone runs a thin bead that keeps debris from wedging in
hairline gaps. If a counter runs to a wall, ask for a 1/8 inch gap and a flexible sealant, not a hard grout line, so the
counter can move a hair with the seasons without cracking.

When the crew packs up, cycle every drawer with some weight in it. A box of screws or a drill is enough. Listen for
rubs. If a pull feels loose, ask for thread locker so it stays tight. Make a quick list of any dings or scratches to
address before the truck leaves. Reputable crews carry touch up kits for painted or powder coated parts.

Care, climate, and habits that pay off
Cabinets are not fragile, but garages test them. Temperature swings drive expansion, and grit acts like sandpaper
over time. A quarterly wipe down with a damp cloth and a mild detergent beats a big scrub once a year. Blow out
drawer slides with a can of air. If you store fertilizers or pool chemicals, keep them sealed. Corrosive off gassing
can rust hinges and slides even without a spill.

In hot climates, aim a small fan to move air across the face of tall cabinets, especially if the garage bakes in full
sun. Airflow takes the edge off heat pockets that build near the ceiling. If your cabinets back to a block wall that
sweats in winter, leave doors cracked on the coldest days to avoid condensation inside.

https://www.mapleprimes.com/users/melunetohs
https://www.mapleprimes.com/users/melunetohs


Habits help. Return heavy tools to lower shelves, stash lighter bins up high, and resist overloading a single span.
Label interior edges discreetly so anyone in the house can return items to their zones without a hunt. The first
month sets the tone. Once a shelf becomes a catchall, it stays that way.

Five quick things to do day of install
Park all vehicles on the street to free the driveway for cutting and staging.

Unlock side gates and keep pets secured away from the garage.

Walk the lead installer through power sources, bathroom access, and any delicate areas.

Keep paint for the garage walls handy if touch ups are needed after scribing.

Have your punch list template ready so you and the installer can review the finished run together.

When to bring in pros and what to ask
DIY can get you far, but heavy, tall cabinets deserve professional hands. A seasoned crew moves 200 pound
boxes safely, reads walls, and solves problems without drama. If you shop for a garage cabinet company, ask
about insurance, hardware brands, and how they anchor to your wall type. Ask to see photos of a run in a garage
like yours, not just a showroom.

If you want Custom garage cabinets, confirm lead times and how they handle changes after field measure. Some
shops lock design after you sign, others allow small tweaks until cut day. Neither approach is wrong. The key is
clarity. For Garage cabinet installation that spans a day and a half, ask how they secure the space overnight,
where tools will stay, and how they protect floors. On the money side, milestone payments tracked to on site
progress keep both sides aligned.

garage cabinet company

A final word from the field
The best installs I have seen did not hinge on exotic hardware or a boutique finish. They came from honest prep,
measured expectations, and small, practical choices. Move the outlet 8 inches before install, and you save an hour
on site and live with a cleaner finish for years. Spend a morning checking studs and moisture, and you double the
lifespan of a cabinet run. Preparation is not glamorous, but it is the most cost effective part of the project. Get it
right, and every drawer you open will remind you why you planned before you drilled.

Garaginization
Address: 2261 Morgan Pkwy Suite 130, Farmers Branch, TX 75234
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Phone number: (214) 230-2294

FAQ About Garage Cabinet Company

How much should garage cabinets cost?

Garage cabinets cost anywhere from $500 to $10,000+ depending on whether you choose DIY-friendly
plastic/resin units, ready-to-assemble steel sets, or full custom installations. Costs scale based on the material,
garage size, and whether you pay for professional installation.

Who has the best garage cabinets?

Finding the "best" garage cabinets depends on your budget and storage needs. For heavy-duty use and premium
quality, NewAge Products is widely considered the best overall. For excellent mid-tier value, Gladiator is highly
rated, while Husky provides the best budget-friendly metal options.

Is Garage Organization.com legit?

Yes, Garage-Organization.com is a legit e-commerce retailer that sells garage storage cabinets, shelving, and
organizational systems. While they are a legitimate business, there are a few important things to know before you
buy.


