
A good straight razor feels like a tool made for a single purpose. It should glide, not scrape. It should hold an
edge that makes you look forward to the next shave rather than dread it. Choosing where to buy one matters just
as much as choosing the blade itself. In Canada, the decision often comes down to a neighborhood shaving store
or a reputable online shop. The right answer depends on your experience level, where you live, what kind of edge
you expect on arrival, and how you plan to maintain it in the years ahead.

I learned that lesson on a January afternoon in Calgary. A customer had come into the shop to complain about
his “dull” razor. He had bought it online from Europe. Gorgeous French steel, mirror finish, horn scales, the whole
dream. It simply would not shave him. A few passes on a pasted strop helped, but the story behind it explained
more: it arrived “factory sharp,” not shave ready, and the buyer did not yet own a hone. Within thirty minutes, he
understood the difference, he scheduled a professional honing, and he left with a Canadian-made leather strop, a
bottle of oil, and a smile. The blade had been fine, but the buying channel had set him up to fail.

That is a common fork in the road for Canadians getting into open blade shaving. Here is how to choose wisely.

What counts as “shave ready” in Canada
Most manufacturers ship razors sharpened, but not truly honed to a face-friendly edge. European brands like
Dovo, Boker, and Thiers Issard send excellent blanks and factory edges, yet many users find them harsh until a
skilled honer finishes the job. A few retailers in Canada bridge that gap. Classic Edge Shaving in Ontario and Kent
of Inglewood shops across Alberta, B.C., and Ontario, for instance, routinely sell shave ready razors or offer an
included initial honing. Some online specialists like Fendrihan list whether a blade is hand honed before shipping.
That small line on a product page matters more than the steel type or grind.

If a listing does not say shave ready, assume you will need to hone it. That is not a deal breaker, but it changes
your budget and timeline. Budget an extra 30 to 70 CAD for a professional edge in Canada, plus shipping both
ways if you do not have a sharpening service nearby. Turnaround can be a week if you are in Southern Ontario, or
two to three weeks if you are east of Quebec City or in the Territories. Good hones are not cheap either. A
Naniwa 12k will run roughly 140 to 200 CAD, and you still need to learn to use it without burning the apex.

This is the first point where your choice of a shaving store versus a distant online seller shows up on your face. A
local store or a Canadian online shaving company that clarifies the edge service saves you time and money in the
first month.

The Canadian retail landscape for straight razors
If you live in a major city, you may have options within driving distance. Brick and mortar shaving stores often sit
inside knife shops or barber supply store locations. Kent of Inglewood has physical shops in Calgary, Edmonton,
Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa, and a handful of other cities. Classic Edge has a showroom in Ontario. Some barber
suppliers in Montréal, Vancouver, and Toronto will stock a small selection of straights and strops among the
clippers and disinfectants. Independent boutiques pop up in places like Halifax and Saskatoon, though stock can
be seasonal and limited.

Outside the big cities, you will likely buy online. Canadian online retailers specialize in wet shaving and tend to
carry a fuller spread: beginner razors like the Ralf Aust 5/8 round point, premium pieces from Thiers Issard, and
modern Japanese style options like Feather Artist Club shavettes that use a disposable razor blade. Most will also
ship strops, soaps, and aftershave, which protects you from hunting around for essentials.



International online shops can be tempting. Free shipping thresholds, rare woods, or unique grinds catch the eye.
Factor in CBSA’s import handling fee of 9.95 CAD on postal shipments, potential duty on non North American
razors, and the reality of returns across borders. If a razor arrives warped or with uneven hone wear, sending it
back to Germany or France can wipe out any savings, not to mention the extra two to four weeks in transit. Many
Canadians do it and end up happy, particularly with brands like Boker and Thiers Issard, but it requires patience
and a little tolerance for postal roulette.

Taxes, duties, and shipping, without the guesswork
Within Canada, the price you see online will usually be close to the price you pay at the counter. Most domestic
retailers now collect GST or HST based on your shipping address. In Ontario that means 13 percent HST, in
Alberta you will see 5 percent GST, and in B.C. You will see GST plus PST where applicable. In store or online, you
pay the same rate for your province.

From the United States, CUSMA rules reduce or eliminate duties if the product is made in the U.S. A German or
French straight razor shipped from an American seller might still attract duty, even if you buy it in USD from a
U.S. Website. Duty rates vary by classification and origin, and they shift from time to time. Expect a range from
zero to roughly low double digits on the percentage side for non North American origins, plus the postal
handling fee. Courier brokerage fees can sting worse than duty on lower cost items, so read the shipping method
carefully. Canada Post and USPS work smoothly with reasonable fees, while some couriers charge steep
brokerage on top of tax.

Shipping time matters more for maintenance than the initial purchase. When your razor needs honing in six
months and your only option is international mail, you will either buy backup blades or go back to a cartridge for
a while. Factor that into the total cost of ownership.

The tactile advantage of a shaving store
There is a reason barbers point to the spine and scales while they talk. The geometry and weight of a razor
change as soon as you hold it. I can tell a lot about a customer’s future with a razor by the way they pinch the
tang and roll the edge under light. If you can visit a shop, you get this fitting process for free. You can feel
whether a 6/8 wedge feels like a doorstop or a confident anchor. You can sense whether a full hollow sings or
chatters, and whether your dominant hand grip clears the scales on a square point.

In person, someone can also look at your beard growth. A wiry, dense beard with a soft jawline benefits from a
round point, 5/8 or 6/8, full or half hollow, with a spine heavy enough to guide you. Sparse but coarse hair on an
angular jaw might prefer a 5/8 full hollow to navigate curves without feeling clumsy. These details are hard to
translate into a product filter.

The other advantage is the strop. A mediocre strop makes good steel feel blunt. A good one lets the edge reach
its potential every morning without drama. In a store, you can https://zandervjjv042.cavandoragh.org/merkur-
34c-review-the-gold-standard-of-safety-razors handle both. The difference between a narrow bridle leather strop
and a wide, firm veg tan is not obvious on a website.

This also applies to aftercare. A quick demonstration of how to oil a blade, how to avoid slicing a strop, and how
to dry the pivot will save you a hundred dollars in mistakes. Barbers are often nearby or in the same building. Ask
them what they use. In many provinces, public health rules require barbers to use a straight that accepts a
disposable blade, not a fixed blade straight razor, but they still know edges and angles. Their feedback on stroke
length and skin tension travels well between tools.

https://zandervjjv042.cavandoragh.org/merkur-34c-review-the-gold-standard-of-safety-razors
https://zandervjjv042.cavandoragh.org/merkur-34c-review-the-gold-standard-of-safety-razors


The online upside
If you live in Whitehorse, Thunder Bay, or Saint John, your local selection might be one or two blades behind
plexiglass. Online, you can compare grind, steel, and scales from half a dozen makers in a single sitting. Canadian
shaving companies compete on service. You will see clear labeling for shave ready edges, bundled strops for
beginners, and instructions that reduce the learning curve. When you read reviews, pay more attention to the
ones that talk about the edge after 10 shaves and how the razor handles around the Adam’s apple than to the
ones that gush about unboxing.

Inventory depth is the big advantage online. If you have a left hand bias and want a shoulderless grind that
makes heel sharpening easier, you will find it online long before it appears under glass at a busy shop. If you
want a stainless razor for a humid bathroom, you will have multiple options in stock. Canadian sites also carry
reliable starter razors at reasonable prices. A Ralf Aust 5/8 round point in Canada often sits in the 300 to 400 CAD
range and arrives genuinely ready to shave. That is not cheap, but it beats buying a cheaper razor and burning
months trying to coax it into becoming something it is not.

Price can tilt either way. A store can offer a package deal on a razor and strop while an online seller offers free
shipping and a discount on soaps. In my receipts from the last few years, the difference between an in store and
an online purchase for the same blade rarely exceeded 10 percent before tax. What swamps that difference is the
total cost of maintenance and mistakes. A wrecked strop and a chipped edge can erase any initial savings.

When to visit a barber supply store
Barber supply stores are a hybrid. They might not stock a museum’s worth of straights, but they do stock the
gear professionals rely on daily. If you are curious about a shavette that takes a disposable razor blade, this is the
place to handle one. Many barbers in Canada use these for hygiene reasons, and they deliver a very close shave
once you adjust your angle and pressure. If a fixed blade straight razor feels like too big a leap, a shavette can
teach you skin stretching and stroke discipline without the same maintenance overhead. Feather Artist Club style
razors are popular, and blades last several shaves each. It is a different experience from a hollow ground blade,
but a valid path.

Barber suppliers are also where you will find disinfectants, blade banks, and the boring but essential things. If you
plan to shave other people, even family, talk to the staff about best practice. They live under stricter standards
than home users and can help you set up a clean space and a routine that keeps everyone safe.



Brands and buying signals that matter
On the brand front, you do not need a spreadsheet. You need a few anchor points and a sense of your tolerance
for maintenance. Carbon steel takes a screaming edge but demands diligent drying in a humid bathroom.
Stainless adds a bit of corrosion resistance and keeps a working edge longer, which beginners sometimes find
forgiving. German makers like Boker offer consistent geometry and clean fit and finish. French makers like Thiers
Issard often bring character, unique grinds, and the occasional need for a touch of setup from a good honer. Ralf
Aust is a favorite for entry to mid level buyers who want a dependable, truly shave ready edge out of the gate.
Dovo’s new production has improved, and when honed by a Canadian retailer before shipment they make good
daily drivers.

If you are tempted by rock bottom prices from unbranded sources, know what you are getting. Some budget
razors can be tuned into serviceable shavers by an experienced honer. Many cannot. A beginner with a soft strop
and a heavy hand will struggle. It is cheaper to buy a solid starter blade and spend your learning budget on a
strop and time.

I look for a few things in any listing. First, a clear statement that the razor is shave ready or will be honed by the
retailer. Second, realistic photography that shows the spine and bevel, not just glamour shots. Third, a return or
exchange policy that makes sense for a tool that will touch your face. Reputable Canadian retailers often allow
returns on unused razors in original condition, but once you shave with it, it is yours for hygienic reasons. That is
fair. It is also a reason to inspect a razor carefully before the first pass.

Maintenance is half the game
People often fixate on stones and forget stropping. A quality leather strop from a Canadian seller will cost 80 to
180 CAD and will save your edge day after day. Width is a preference. A 2.5 inch strop teaches you an x pattern
and keeps you focused. A 3 inch strop is simpler but can mask sloppy technique. Linen or cotton second
components help clean the edge before leather. A tube of chromium oxide paste for a dedicated linen or balsa
can extend time between honings. Avoid the temptation to overpaste every surface. It is easier to dull a razor
with aggressive pastes than to revive it.

Professional honing in Canada sits in the 30 to 70 CAD range per razor depending on who does it and what the
blade needs. If you own multiple razors, you can rotate while one is away. If you own one, plan your maintenance
so you are not stuck with a dull edge on the morning of a big meeting. When I traveled for work, I always packed
a safety razor as a backup. Airport security will not allow a straight razor in carry on luggage. If you forget and
surrender it, that is an expensive lesson.

Humidity matters, especially on the coasts and in older homes. Wipe and oil your razor after each shave. A thin
coat of camellia oil or a purpose made blade oil keeps rust out of the pivot. Do not store your strop in a steamy
bathroom. Leather absorbs moisture and picks up mildew in a few damp weeks.

How to decide between store and online
If you can visit a trusted shaving store within an hour’s drive, start there. Your hand will tell you in five minutes
what an hour of reading cannot. If you cannot, shop online from a Canadian retailer with a clear honing policy
and proper after sales support. If you already have honing stones and know what geometry you like, broaden
your search and chase the rare wood scales or the limited run grind online, domestic or international. If you are
primarily curious and do not want to care for carbon steel, try a shavette from a barber supply store and use
quality blades for a few months. You will learn the mechanics without owning a stone.



Below is a concise comparison to help you weigh trade offs.

In store advantages: hands on fit, immediate advice, strop and soap selection you can smell and touch, on
the spot edge checks, faster issue resolution.

In store trade offs: limited brand variety in smaller shops, higher price on some models, geographic
constraints, inventory that sells out between visits.

Online advantages: wider selection, clear shave ready labeling when offered, package deals, easier access for
rural buyers, user reviews that flag issues.

Online trade offs: shipping delays and costs, returns friction, edge claims that can be vague, risk of import
fees if buying internationally, no tactile test.

Barber supply angle: best for shavettes and maintenance gear, practical advice from pros, but limited
selection of traditional straights.

Budgeting the whole journey
Think in three numbers. The razor, the strop, and the first hone. In Canada, a reliable starter straight razor costs
250 to 450 CAD. A capable strop adds 100 to 150. A first professional hone is either included by the retailer or
costs 40 to 60. Call it 400 to 650 all in for a setup that works. Some spend less with used razors or barebones
strops. Some spend far more on exotic woods and hand filed spines. Both are fine as long as the edge on your
face is comfortable and consistent.

Soap and aftershave do not need to break the bank. A puck of Canadian made tallow soap often costs under 30
CAD and lasts months. A brush is a one time purchase for years if you take care of it. Tallow, boar, badger, or
synthetic is a debate for another day. Focus on glide, not scent strength.

If you are moving from a cartridge or a disposable razor, remember that you are trading convenience for ritual
and control. The first month involves a learning curve. Set aside extra time on Sundays for a careful, slow shave
until muscle memory builds. You will nick a strop. You will overhone a toe once. Everyone does. The payoff arrives
on an ordinary Tuesday when you lean into the mirror and everything feels easy.

A practical pre purchase checklist
Use this short list to keep yourself on track, whether you buy in a shaving store or from a Canadian online
shaving company.

Confirm the razor will arrive shave ready, not just factory sharp, and know who to call if the edge needs help.

Budget for a proper strop and ask for a quick stropping lesson or a video reference from the seller to avoid
cutting it on day one.

Ask about maintenance options in Canada, including turnaround time and cost for honing, so you are not
stuck when the edge fades.

Identify taxes, shipping, and any potential import fees if ordering internationally, and choose the shipping
method accordingly.

Pick a blade style that matches your experience, usually a 5/8 round point to start, then grow into more
specialized grinds and points.

Real world scenarios



A beginner in Winnipeg orders a Dovo 5/8 from a Canadian online retailer that includes honing and a basic strop
in a bundle. The box arrives in four days by Canada Post. After two weeks of shaving, he emails a photo of a
rolled edge near the heel. The retailer talks him through lighter pressure on the strop and offers a discounted
rehoning if needed. That is an ideal online experience.

A veteran in Montréal wants a smiling 7/8 French point from Thiers Issard with ram’s horn scales. No local store
has it. He orders from France, pays HST and a handling fee, and waits three weeks. The razor arrives beautiful but
needs a touch up. He sends it to a local honer and gets back a perfect edge. That is the cost of chasing a specific
piece.

A barber in Vancouver buys a Feather Artist Club style handle and blades from a barber supply store. She uses it
at work and after a month tries a traditional straight razor on her own time. The shavette taught her skin tension
and stroke discipline, and she now rotates between the two with equal skill. That is a path many professionals
take for practical reasons.

A collector in Halifax spots a vintage Swedish blade on an American auction site. The price is right, but the seller
is vague about warp and hone wear. He passes and later buys a restored blade from a Canadian restorer who lists
bevel geometry and includes a test shave. He pays more and gets a razor that actually shaves. That is money well
spent.

Final advice from the chair
If I were starting over in Canada without a single tool, I would buy my first straight razor from a reputable
Canadian retailer, either a shaving store I can visit or a well known online shaving company that clearly states
shave ready service. I would choose a 5/8 round point in carbon or stainless, whichever fits my bathroom habits. I
would buy a strop that feels firm in hand and ask for ten minutes of instruction. I would learn to stretch skin
properly before blaming steel. I would schedule my first professional hone at six months and adjust from there
based on how often I shave and how I strop.

I would not chase the rarest wood or the heaviest grind until I knew how I like to hold a blade when my hand is
wet. I would not order across oceans unless I was prepared to wait, sharpen, or both. I would not cheap out on a
strop.

Canada is a good place to be a wet shaver. We have capable retailers, both in store and online, and a community
that helps. Whether you buy your straight razor in person or through a screen, choose support and clarity over
sizzle. Your face will tell you you made the right call the first morning the blade whispers through your whiskers
and leaves nothing but skin behind.


