
Let’s be honest: when you first brought your Doodle home, nobody sat you down and gave you the “real-talk” breakdown of
what that curly coat actually requires. You were probably busy choosing between a bespoke harness and the perfect treat jar. I’ve
been there. Nine years of parenting and dog-owning later, I’ve learned that the "Doodle look" comes with a price tag that makes
even a seasoned parent wince.

If you’re currently staring at your WordPress site dashboard wondering why your Instagram feed isn’t embedding (hint: it’s usually
an expired access token, and seeing that error message in the admin panel is my personal version of purgatory today), take a
breather. Let’s talk about the one thing that ruins a budget faster than an emergency vet visit: grooming costs.

The Reality Check: It’s Not Just Food and Love

Articles that suggest dogs only cost the price of a bag of kibble drive me up the wall. They ignore the reality of breed-specific
maintenance. According to the PDSA Animal Wellbeing Report (PAW Report), the cost of living crisis has hit pet owners
hard, and many people are underestimating the "hidden" monthly spend. For a Doodle mix, grooming isn't a luxury or a "nice-to-
have"—it is a non-negotiable health requirement.

If you’re reading this and thinking about adding a Doodle to the family, remember that the initial cost is just the entry fee. Whether
you paid a breeder thousands or paid a rescue adoption fee of around £200 (a fantastic route, if I might add, as Battersea Dogs
& Cats Home often has wonderful mixes needing homes), the maintenance costs remain the same.



The First Year: Setting Up for Success

I remember my first “emergency” grooming bill. It wasn’t a vet visit, but it felt like one. It happened at the worst possible time—
the week before Christmas, naturally. My dog’s coat had matted near the ears, and the professional groomer had to shave him
down. The cost? Double the standard rate because of the extra dematting time. That was the day I started my “Dog Fund” pot.
Yes, it is literally labelled “DOG FUND” in my banking app. It’s the only way I stay sane.

The Setup: Your Home Grooming Kit

To avoid those eye-watering dematting fees, you need to own the process at home. You cannot skip the brush routine for a
cockapoo (or any doodle mix) and expect to waltz into the groomer once every six months. It doesn't work like that.

Essential Item Why You Need It Estimated Cost Slicker Brush To remove loose fur and prevent knots. £15 - £25 Greyhound
Comb To check right down to the skin (crucial!). £10 - £15 Detangling Spray To make brushing comfortable for the dog. £8 -
£12 Round-tipped Scissors For trimming around the eyes/paws safely. £12 - £20

Why Grooming Costs Spiral (And How to Stop Them)

Grooming costs spiral when you rely 100% on a professional to do 100% of the work. If your dog arrives matted, the groomer
has to work slower, use more blades (which dull quickly on matted hair), and spend extra time on conditioning. They will—and
should—charge you for this. It is physically exhausting work for them.

To avoid the "Matted Surcharge":

Line Brushing: Don't just brush the surface. You must brush in sections, lifting the hair to ensure you reach the roots. If
you can’t get a metal comb through the base of the coat, you have a mat.
The 8-Week Rule: Book your next appointment while you are physically at the groomers. If you leave it for 12 weeks,
you are almost guaranteed to pay extra for dematting.
Keep the Paws and Eyes Clear: Invest in a quiet pair of cordless clippers for the face and feet. Trimming these areas
every 3 weeks keeps the dog comfortable and saves you a full-body groom visit.

The Insurance Factor: A Note on Exclusions

People always ask me, "Does insurance cover grooming?" The short answer is: generally, no. And be very careful with policies. I
use Perfect Pet Insurance because I’ve spent enough time reading the small print to know that many policies have annual limits



that reset, but they also have hidden exclusions regarding pre-existing conditions or "preventative" care. Grooming is preventative.
If your dog develops skin infections from poor grooming, some insurers might refuse to pay the claim because it’s considered an
owner-maintenance failure. Don't let your policy be the one that leaves you stranded because you didn't keep up with basic
hygiene.

My Monthly Budget Breakdown

I don’t leave this to chance. I treat grooming as a monthly utility bill, just like electricity or the internet. Here is what my "Doodle
Fund" looks like monthly:

1. Professional Grooming: £60 (Allocated monthly, even if the visit is every 8 weeks).
2. Home Supplies Replacement: £10 (Shampoo, detangler, replacement combs).
3. The "Emergency" Buffer: £20 (For the inevitable vet visit—because believe me, that one emergency vet visit that

happens on a Sunday night will cost you more than a year of kibble).

Total: £90 per month. If I don't use it, it rolls over. When the groomer has to spend an extra hour on my dog, the fund is there,
and I don't cry at the checkout.

Final Thoughts

Look, I get it. We want these dogs because they are beautiful, clever, and soft. But a curly coat is a living, growing pdsa paw
report dog costs entity that requires a management plan. If you treat grooming like an optional hobby, it will quickly become your
biggest financial stressor. Set up the “Dog Fund,” buy the decent brush, and for heaven's sake, keep an eye on your tech—if your
Instagram feed looks broken, it’s just a reminder that maintenance is the price we pay for looking good, both online and in the
kennel.

Do you have a "dog fund" set up yet? If not, start today. Your future, less-stressed self will thank you for it.
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