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Introduction to United Airlines Flight Change Fees

Changing travel plans can happen 

unexpectedly because of work 

commitments, family emergencies, 

or personal reasons. United Airlines 

allows eligible passengers to modify 

their reservations, but the cost 

depends on the ticket type, route, 

and new flight price.


The united airlines change flight 

policy is designed to provide 

flexibility on many eligible fares. 

Although United has eliminated 

change fees for many standard 

Economy and premium-cabin 

tickets, passengers may still need to 

pay a fare difference or other 

applicable charges.


This presentation explains flight 

change costs, fare restrictions, 

same-day options, and practical 

tips for managing bookings.



Does United Airlines Charge a Flight Change Fee?

United Airlines does not charge a standard change fee on many eligible tickets. However, the rules depend 

on where the journey begins and the fare purchased.

Eligible domestic flights: Many standard Economy and premium-cabin tickets 

have no change fee.

Eligible international flights: Many journeys originating in the United States 

also qualify for waived change fees.

Restricted tickets: Basic Economy and certain special fares may have 

additional limitations.

Fare differences: Passengers generally pay more if their replacement flight 

costs more than the original ticket.

Always review the terms of your specific reservation before making changes.



United Airlines Flight Change Costs by Ticket Type

Different fare categories offer different levels of flexibility. Understanding your ticket conditions can help you 

estimate the total cost before requesting a change.

Follow these steps:

Standard Economy: Usually no change fee on 

eligible routes, although a fare difference may 

apply.

Economy Plus: Generally follows the applicable 

Economy flight-change conditions.

Premium cabins: Eligible premium-cabin tickets 

commonly qualify for waived change fees on 

covered routes.

Basic Economy: Usually has more restrictive 

change conditions and may require an eligible 

upgrade before changes are permitted.

Special or agency-issued tickets: Additional fare rules may apply depending on the booking.

The precise cost is determined by the conditions attached to the ticket rather than the cabin name alone.



What Is a Fare Difference?

A fare difference is the additional amount a passenger pays when a replacement flight costs more than the 

original booking. For example, suppose your original ticket cost $250, but the new flight costs $340. If no change 

fee applies, you would generally pay the $90 difference.

1
Example calculation:

Original ticket: $250

3
Change fee: $0, 

assuming an eligible 

ticket

2
Replacement flight: 

$340

If the replacement flight is cheaper, the treatment of the 

remaining value depends on the ticket conditions. It may 

be issued as a travel credit rather than refunded in cash.


These figures are illustrative, not a quotation for an actual 

itinerary.

4
Additional payment: 

$90



United Airlines Basic Economy Change Rules

Basic Economy tickets typically have stricter restrictions than standard Economy fares. Travelers should carefully 

review these conditions before booking because the lowest advertised price may offer less flexibility.

Important considerations include:

Changes may not be permitted unless the ticket is upgraded to an eligible fare.

Upgrading can involve an additional charge.

Cancellation and refund options depend on the applicable conditions.

A 24-hour booking cancellation rule may apply to eligible reservations made at 

least seven days before departure.

Special exceptions or updated fare rules may affect individual bookings.

Before attempting a united change flight request, check the ticket details on United's official website to 

determine whether an upgrade or another option is available.



Same-Day Flight Change Costs

United Airlines offers same-day travel 

alternatives for eligible passengers 

who want to depart earlier or later 

than originally planned.

Two common options are:

Same-day standby: Eligible passengers 

can request to wait for an available seat 

on another flight. Standby does not 

guarantee a seat.

Same-day confirmed change: Eligible 

passengers can request a confirmed seat 

on another flight, subject to availability 

and applicable rules.

MileagePlus Premier members may qualify for 

additional benefits or waived charges. Other 

passengers may need to pay an applicable 

fee or fare difference, depending on the 

circumstances.


Because eligibility and charges vary, check 

United's current same-day flight change 

conditions before relying on either option.



How to Change a United Airlines Flight Online?

Passengers can check their reservations and available change options through United's official website.

Follow these steps:

Visit United Airlines' 

official website.

Open the Change flight or 

reservation-management 

section.

Enter your six-character 

confirmation number and last 

name.

Retrieve your existing booking.
Select the flight you want to 

modify.

Review the available 

replacement flights.

Check any change fee and 

fare difference displayed.

Confirm the revised itinerary 

and complete payment if 

required.

After completing the transaction, save the updated confirmation email. Review the travel dates, flight numbers, and passenger 

information to ensure everything is correct.



International Flight Change Fees

International flight changes can be more complicated because fees may depend on the journey's origin, 

destination, fare conditions, and ticket restrictions. Many eligible international itineraries originating in the United 

States qualify for waived change fees. However, trips beginning outside the United States may have different rules.

Passengers should consider the following:

Check whether the ticket permits changes.

Review any international fare restrictions.

Compare the replacement flight's price with the original fare.

Confirm whether connecting flights or partner airlines are involved.

Check whether additional charges apply to the itinerary.

Do not assume every international ticket can be changed without a fee. The final amount should be 

confirmed through United Airlines or the original ticketing agency.



Tips to Reduce United Airlines Flight Change Costs

Travelers can take several practical 

steps to reduce unexpected expenses 

when modifying their reservations.

Book flexible fares: Compare ticket prices 

and change conditions before purchasing.

Check multiple dates: An alternative 

departure date may have a lower fare.

Change plans early: Review your options 

before departure to avoid complications.

Compare replacement flights: Do not select 

a new itinerary before reviewing its total cost.

Review travel credits: Check the terms and 

expiration dates of any credit issued.

Use official channels: Verify the change 

conditions on United's website or through 

the ticketing agency.
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