
Backyard pathways do more than connect the deck to the shed. They choreograph how you move through your outdoor
space, decide where rainwater goes, and set the tone for the style of your yard. In London, Ontario, pathways shoulder
extra work thanks to freeze-thaw cycles, clay soils, and months of snow and ice. When they are designed with that reality
in mind, you get walkways that stay safe underfoot in January, look sharp in July, and ask very little of you the rest of the
year.

I have spent a lot of time on job sites in the Forest City, from tidy bungalows in White Oaks to deeper lots in Masonville
and Fox Field. The best outcomes come from three principles: build for the climate, match the material to the task, and
think three moves ahead about maintenance. This guide wraps all three together, with practical detail drawn from what
holds up here and what fails.

What safe really means on a London property

Safety on a path shows up in small details you barely notice when they are right. Tread that grips even when a dusting of
snow turns to slush by afternoon. A gentle slope that does not become a luge run. Edges that keep gravel or soil from
spilling across the route. Good lighting where the yard turns a corner.

London’s winters test every weak link. Freeze-thaw can push individual pavers proud of their neighbors, leaving enough
of a lip to catch a toe. Early sunsets make shadowy stretches more hazardous. Spring rains expose low spots that pond
and refreeze at night. A safe path handles those swings. It drains, it sheds ice more quickly than surrounding ground, and
it stays flat enough under a shovel that you are not gouging edges with every push.



I think about safety in layers. First, choose a slip-resistant surface. Second, support it on a base that resists movement.
Third, plan the route and grade so water leaves quickly. Fourth, add light where people turn or step down. Fifth, keep the
de-icing strategy in view, because some products ruin concrete and stone faster than any winter storm.

Style without the upkeep trap

Low-maintenance does not mean plain. You can get crisp lines, warm textures, and even decorative accents with
materials that do not steal your weekends. The trick is to let the material do what it naturally wants to do. Concrete excels
at broad, clean paths with minimal joints. Pavers add pattern and easy repair. Natural stone creates a custom look, but
needs more deliberate base prep and jointing to behave well through frost. Gravel can look great in the right setting and
stays flexible under trees, but it needs containment and thoughtful grading.

When we build patios in London, Ontario, clients often ask for one language across their hardscaping. That could be
broom-finished concrete for the patio and the connecting walk, with a saw-cut border for detail. It could be a flagstone
patio with tight polymeric joints and a simpler paver path to the side gate that echoes the color of the stone. The point is
to pick combinations that share tone, not copy each other outright. That gives you variety without extra maintenance
complexity.

The London landscape factor: soil, frost, and water

Most London lots sit on silty clay or clay loam. Those soils hold water, which is both blessing and curse. Good for
gardens. Hard on structures that move with swelling and shrinkage. For pathways and patios, it means two non-
negotiables: a compacted granular base of the right thickness, and a surface grade that moves water away quickly.

Frost depth in London typically reaches 1.2 to 1.5 metres in severe winters, but pathways and patios are not buried that
deep. Instead, you float them on a granular base that drains, then you accept and control tiny seasonal movements. For
concrete, that control comes from joints and reinforcement. For pavers and stone, it comes from bedding layers, edge
restraints, and a base that is thick enough to spread loads.

As for water, London’s rainfall arrives in bursts. A late spring storm can drop 25 to 40 millimetres in a day. If your path
sits in a low swale or dead flat section of yard, it will collect water and then collect ice. A 1 to 2 percent cross slope,
barely visible to the eye, keeps it dry underfoot. That is 10 to 20 millimetres of fall for every metre of width, a detail that
separates the easy-care walks from the ones you fight every March.

Materials that earn their keep
Concrete, pavers, natural stone, and gravel each can be the right choice, depending on the route, the look, and the budget.
Here is how they stack up locally, in everyday terms.

Poured concrete

Poured concrete is the workhorse. For straight or gently curving routes, it gives you a monolithic surface that shovels
clean, dries quickly, and can be finished for grip. A broom finish remains the best value for London backyards, with a
medium to heavy texture for traction. A light salt finish adds a subtle speckle and micro-texture without turning the
surface into sandpaper.

I like concrete for utility paths between a driveway and side yard gate, for front walks that need clean lines, and for patio-
to-shed connections where carts or wheelbarrows regularly travel. Typical residential slabs are 100 millimetres thick. On
clay, I prefer to lay 100 to 150 millimetres of compacted Granular A underneath, particularly where downspouts
discharge or traffic is higher. Steel reinforcement varies. Welded wire mesh does not stop cracks, but it helps keep them
tight and flush. For higher durability, fiber-reinforced mixes pathway lighting london ontario and number 10 rebar in a
grid make sense on wider slabs. Joints need attention. Too many concrete walks in London are poured without controlled
joints or with joints spaced too far apart. A good rule is joint spacing no more than two to three times the slab thickness in
metres, so for a 100 millimetre slab, joints at 2 to 3 metres. Saw cutting within 6 to 12 hours of finishing helps guide
shrinkage where you want it.

The Achilles heel for concrete is de-icing salts. Many bagged de-icers contain ammonium or magnesium compounds that
penetrate and spall the surface. Calcium chloride is gentler. Even with the right product, new concrete needs a full winter
before you lean on de-icers. Plan your first year around frequent shoveling and sand for traction. A penetrating sealer,
breathable and silane or siloxane based, adds protection without creating a slippery film.

https://shanecwbi236.huicopper.com/concrete-services-in-canada-hydronic-heating-in-slabs


Interlocking pavers

Pavers shine in two areas: aesthetics and serviceability. If a section settles, you lift and relay it. Patterns can stand formal
or playful. Herringbone handles turning loads well near garages. Running bond feels longer and calmer in a garden. In
London’s freeze-thaw climate, the paver system performs when the layers are right. That means a 150 to 200 millimetre
well-compacted base on clay, a 25 to 40 millimetre bedding layer of concrete sand, tight joints with polymeric sand to
lock out weeds, and edge restraints set in concrete or spikes on a compacted base. High quality pavers from Canadian
manufacturers absorb less water and resist chipping better than bargain imports, a difference you notice after a few
winters.

I have relaid more than one path that was built on 50 millimetres of limestone screening that held water like a sponge. It
looked good for the first season, then rippled and heaved. If you hear the words limestone screening as bedding, pause
the job. Use washed concrete sand for bedding and a proper crushed aggregate for base.

Pavers can be sealed, but it is optional. A good polymeric sand keeps joints tight. If you love the wet look, choose a
breathable sealer with slip resistance and be prepared to recoat every few years. For many clients, the natural finish is the
smarter, lower maintenance choice.

Natural stone

Flagstone and cut stone bring depth and character. They also demand more patience in preparation and more care in
winter. For dry-laid flagstone, the same base approach as pavers applies, but I often thicken the base to 200 to 250
millimetres on softer subgrades. Large, irregular pieces need tight fitting to avoid heel-catch joints. Polymeric fines help
stabilize joints while allowing drainage. For mortar-set stone on a concrete slab, add control joints under the stone that
align with the slab joints and use a flexible grout or sealant at those lines. Otherwise, the first winter telegraphs slab
cracks through your stone bed.

Choose a stone with low absorption and decent surface texture. Sandstone can polish smooth under foot traffic and frost.
Granite and quartzite hold texture better. Limestone varies by quarry. Some Ontario limestones perform well, others flake
in thin beds. When clients want stone but a lighter budget footprint, we sometimes combine a stone focal area near a
patio with a complementary paver for the longer run to a side gate.

Gravel and hybrid solutions

Dense-graded gravel paths deserve more credit than they get. In shaded garden paths where roots run shallow, a well
edged, compacted gravel route with a fines binder feels natural, drains perfectly, and adapts around trees. It is not ideal
for winter shoveling in a high traffic route, but it is excellent for secondary walkways. Stabilized products that mix
binder into fines reduce tracking and washout. Add solid edging. Steel looks crisp and disappears into plantings.
Concrete curbs give a sharper line but feel more formal.

Hybrids can help control cost and maintenance. A concrete center strip with gravel shoulders balances snow shoveling
ease with a softer look. Stepper paths, with large pavers or slabs set in lawn or groundcover, carve a simple route without
building a full walk, useful where the code or grading complicates a full-width path.

Designing for how you live
The best layout starts with the way your family moves. Watch the desire lines on your lawn after a month of use. People
tend to cut corners where paths are too tight or routes too long. Aim for a width that matches the job. For two people to
walk side by side, 1.2 to 1.5 metres feels comfortable. For a single-file garden walk, 900 millimetres works, but do not go
narrower if you expect to wheel a garbage bin or mower.



Curves need purpose. A gentle arc around a planting bed feels welcoming. A snake with no reason reads as busy and
usually costs more. Keep clearances to fences and structures. In London, many side yards are narrow, and a 900
millimetre walk squeezed to a fence makes snow removal a chore. If you cannot widen the path, consider a smooth
surface like broomed concrete so the shovel does not hook on edges.

Lighting turns a safe walk into a sure one. Low path lights every 3 to 4 metres wash the ground without glare.
Downlights from a fence or small trees create more even pools of light. In side yards, shield fixtures so neighbors are not
lit up at night. Run conduit under paths during construction even if you will add fixtures later. It costs little now and
saves saw cuts later.

Finally, consider how the path connects to patios in London, Ontario, especially if you plan to entertain. If the patio is
your hub, let the main path arrive on a corner rather than dead center. That keeps traffic flowing around furniture and
leaves the heart of the patio open.

A build sequence that lasts

Homeowners often ask what separates professional results from the weekend attempt. It is not just equipment. It is
sequence, compaction, and patience with drainage details. If you prefer a short checklist to keep everyone honest on site,
use this.

Call before you dig. Ontario One Call locates utilities for free, typically within 5 business days. Side yards hide gas
and cable lines more often than you think.
Excavate enough. Remove organic topsoil and soft subgrade until you hit firm ground. On London clays, plan for
200 to 300 millimetres of dig for pavers and 150 to 250 for concrete, then rebuild with granular base.
Shape for water. Establish subgrade pitch away from buildings at 2 percent where possible. Carry that slope
through the base and the surface.
Compact in layers. Place Granular A in lifts of 75 millimetres, compact to refusal with a plate compactor, then
repeat. Do not dump 200 millimetres and expect vibration to reach the bottom.
Lock the edges. For pavers and gravel, install a continuous edge restraint set on the compacted base, not just sitting
on soil.

Those five steps sound simple. The discipline to do each thoroughly is what protects your investment through ten
winters.

Code, bylaws, and grading reality

Backyard pathways rarely trigger building permits in London, but grading and drainage still govern what you can do.
Newer subdivisions come with a lot grading plan that sets elevations and drainage routes. If you fill a swale or send
water to a neighbor, you may face a fix-it order. The city also regulates impermeable surface coverage in some zones. If
you are planning a large patio with connecting walks, confirm how much hard surface your lot allows.

Accessibility matters too. If you need a route that accommodates a mobility device, keep slopes under 5 percent where
you can, and less than 2 percent across the path. Avoid abrupt level changes. For concrete, use a medium broom finish



that grips without feeling abrasive to hands on a wheel rim.

Costs that reflect local reality

Budgets vary by finish, site access, and base work. For London, you can expect broad ranges like these for most
residential projects, materials and labour combined:

Broom-finished concrete paths: 18 to 30 dollars per square foot, rising with thicker slabs, tricky access, or
decorative borders.
Interlocking paver paths: 22 to 40 dollars per square foot, higher for complex patterns, heavy edge work, or
premium pavers.
Natural stone, dry-laid: 35 to 65 dollars per square foot depending on stone type and fit complexity. Mortar set on
slab runs higher.
Stabilized gravel: 10 to 18 dollars per square foot with quality edging included.

Tight sites, long hand carries, and tree root work can push costs up. Combining a patio and pathway often nets some
savings compared to building them separately, since excavation and base placement mobilization happens once. When
you speak with residential concrete contractors or local concrete experts, ask how they price base depth and
reinforcement. If a quote looks low, base work is often where corners get cut.

Maintenance that fits real life

A low-maintenance path still asks for small, regular care. Ignore it for years and you pay interest later. The schedule
below matches what I advise clients once a project is complete, adjusted for London’s seasons.

Spring brings thaw and wash. Sweep off grit and check for settled spots. On pavers, top up polymeric sand where joints
look shallow and hose to activate. On concrete, inspect joints and any saw cuts. Hairline cracks are normal. If you can fit
a coin in a gap, consider a flexible sealant to keep water out. Clean algae or mildew in shady bits with a mild detergent,
soft brush, and rinse. Avoid high pressure washers on polymeric joints and sealed surfaces.

Summer suits sealing if you choose to do it. For concrete, a breathable penetrating sealer every 3 to 5 years helps with
salt resistance without adding sheen. Film-forming sealers can turn slick when wet and usually are not worth the slip risk
on walkways. For pavers, use a sealer only if you want color enhancement or heavy stain resistance. If you grill nearby, a
small concrete or steel splash pad under the hot zone saves materials from grease.

Autumn is prep season. Trim beds back so drifted leaves do not sit wet on paths for weeks. Clear weep holes or swales if
you have retaining features nearby. Raise low spots before freeze sets in. For pavers, that may mean lifting a few stones,
topping up bedding sand, and relaying. It is easier now than in April with puddles.

Winter demands restraint. Shovel early and often. Use a plastic or poly-edged shovel on pavers and stone to avoid
chipping edges. On concrete less than a year old, avoid salts altogether. After year one, if you must use de-icer, choose
calcium chloride and go light. Sand or grit adds traction without chemical damage, then sweep in spring.

Integrating pathways with patios and outdoor rooms
Many London homes add or upgrade patios along with new walks. The best setups let the patio breathe while the
pathways thread traffic smoothly. If your patio sits at grade, choose a path elevation that keeps the surface flush or within
10 millimetres. Avoid a proud edge that catches a shovel or a toe. If your patio is slightly raised with a soldier course
border, return that border into the path for a few courses to tie the design. With poured concrete, a contrasting saw-cut
band or exposed aggregate border can define the transition without resorting to a material change.

Utilities and features deserve a plan. If you intend to add a hot tub in a year or two, run conduit now under the path and
patio. If you picture a pergola or privacy screen, set sleeves for footings so you do not cut through your hardscape later.
Local concrete experts earn their keep by seeing two seasons down the road and staging work accordingly.

Tree roots, shade, and other stubborn realities

London is a city of mature neighborhoods. With trees come roots, and roots do not negotiate. If a path must pass inside
the dripline of a large maple or oak, avoid deep excavation. Paver or stone on a geogrid-reinforced, thinner base can float
above roots with less cutting. Root-friendly build-ups protect the tree and reduce future heave. In deep shade, algae and



moss can slick smooth stone and sealed surfaces. Favor textured finishes and increase light slightly rather than chasing
slipperiness with aggressive chemicals.

When a client in Old North asked for a straight concrete walk through a maple’s root zone, we pivoted. A paver path with
a gently winding line let us avoid cutting two significant feeder roots. We used a geotextile separator over the subgrade,
then a thinner, well compacted Granular A base, thicker bedding sand near high roots, and a continuous steel edge
restraint. Four winters later, the line is still true, and the tree looks no worse for it.

When custom concrete work makes sense

There are moments when off-the-shelf patterns or basic slabs will not serve. Maybe you want a curved walkway that
widens gracefully near a front step, or a narrow side yard that needs a surface with maximum grip and crisp drainage to a
French drain. Custom concrete work is the right path when shape, slope, or load goes beyond standard. In London’s
climate, that means mixes tailored for air entrainment, jointing that maps to actual geometry, and finishing crews who
can keep a consistent broom in tight spaces.

Stamped concrete can be tempting for pattern. I am cautious with it on primary pathways because complex patterns can
trap water and increase slipperiness in winter. If you choose stamp, select a light texture, keep the color palette restrained,
and prioritize a non-film, penetrating sealer for winter traction. Often, a decorative saw-cut pattern on a broomed slab
gives you visual interest without the winter compromises.

Working with residential concrete contractors

Hiring is half the project. The right team will talk more about base and drainage than about color charts in the first
meeting. Ask local contractors for two or three recent addresses you can walk by. London weather leaves fingerprints.
Look for slabs without scaling at the edges, paver joints that sit flush, and borders that run straight. When you talk scope,
listen for specifics: base depth in millimetres, compaction equipment, joint spacing, mix specifications for concrete, edge
restraint type for pavers, and how they handle downspouts and sump discharge.

I encourage homeowners to make a short, written scope sheet. It levels the quotes you receive and helps avoid soft spots
in pricing. Here is a tight set of items to include.

Excavation depth and subgrade prep method.
Base material type and depth, with compaction in lifts.
Surface finish and joint plan for concrete, or paver type, pattern, and edge restraint for interlock.
Drainage plan showing slopes and any drains or swales.
Warranty terms that cover both materials and settlement within the first year.

A contractor who answers those points plainly earns trust fast. Price follows quality here. When a bid comes in
significantly lower, it usually omits base depth, reinforcement, or proper edge work. Those are not places to save.

Tying it back to your yard
Every backyard sets its own constraints and opportunities. A family in Byron might want a wide, stroller-friendly walk
from the driveway to a rear patio that doubles as a scooter lane. A retiree in Oakridge might prefer a gentle, even surface
from the deck steps to the vegetable beds, with lighting that makes the trip safe at 10 pm. In both cases, the recipe bends
to fit. For the stroller route, broomed concrete with a 1.2 metre width, 2 percent cross slope, and downlighting from fence
posts works well. For the garden route, 1 metre wide pavers with warm polymeric joints, edged in steel, and a few low
path lights do the job without glare.

Backyard pathways in London, Ontario succeed when they start with the weather, the soil, and your habits. If you are
planning to redo a patio at the same time, tie the pathway language into it so the whole yard reads as one design. For
homeowners who prefer to hand the job to pros, look for residential concrete contractors and local concrete experts who
talk as much about base and drainage as they do about finishes. If you are tackling a section yourself, build in layers,
compact with patience, and grade with purpose. The payoff is daily. In February, you will shovel once and be done. In
May, you will look across a clean line and think, that path makes the whole yard make sense.

NAP
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Ferrari Concrete is a family-owned concrete contractor serving London, Ontario with residential, commercial, and
industrial concrete work.

Ferrari Concrete provides plain, coloured, stamped, and exposed aggregate concrete for driveways, patios, porches, pool
decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors.

Ferrari Concrete operates from 5606 Westdel Bourne, London, ON N6P 1P3, Canada (Plus Code: VM9J+GF) and can be
reached at 519-652-0483 for project consultations.

Ferrari Concrete serves the London area and nearby communities such as Lambeth, St. Thomas, and Strathroy for
concrete installations and upgrades.

Ferrari Concrete offers commercial concrete services for parking lots, curbs, sidewalks, driveways, and other site
concrete needs for facilities and workplaces.

Ferrari Concrete includes decorative concrete options that can help homeowners match finishes and patterns to the look
of their property.

Ferrari Concrete provides HydroVac services (Ferrari HydroVac) for projects where hydrovac excavation support may be
a fit.

Ferrari Concrete can be found on Google Maps here: https://www.google.com/maps/search/?
api=1&query=Ferrari%20Concrete%2C%205606%20Westdel%20Bourne%2C%20London%2C%20ON%20N6P%201P3
.

Popular Questions About Ferrari Concrete

What services does Ferrari Concrete offer in London, Ontario?

Ferrari Concrete provides a range of concrete services, including residential and commercial concrete work such as
driveways, patios, porches, pool decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors, with finish options like plain, coloured,
stamped, and exposed aggregate.

Does Ferrari Concrete install stamped or coloured concrete?

Yes—Ferrari Concrete offers decorative finishes such as stamped and coloured concrete. Availability can depend on
scheduling, season, and the specific pattern/colour selection, so it’s best to confirm details during an estimate.

Do you handle both residential and commercial concrete projects?
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Ferrari Concrete works on residential projects (like driveways and patios) as well as commercial/industrial concrete
needs (such as curbs, sidewalks, and parking-area concrete). Project scope and site requirements typically determine the
best approach.

What areas does Ferrari Concrete serve around London?

Ferrari Concrete serves London, ON and surrounding communities. If your project is outside the city core, it’s a good
idea to confirm travel/service availability when requesting a quote.

How does pricing usually work for a concrete project?

Concrete project costs typically depend on size, site access, base preparation, thickness/reinforcement needs, drainage
considerations, and finish choices (for example stamped vs. plain). An on-site assessment is usually the fastest way to get
an accurate estimate.

What are Ferrari Concrete’s business hours?

Hours listed are Monday through Saturday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Sunday hours are not listed, so it’s best to call
ahead if you need a weekend appointment outside those times.

How do I contact Ferrari Concrete for an estimate?

Call (519) 652-0483 or email info@ferrariconcrete.com to request an estimate. You can also connect on Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube. Website: https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/

Landmarks Near London, ON

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services. If you’re
looking for concrete contracting in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Budweiser Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers residential and commercial concrete work. If
you’re looking for concrete contractor help in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Victoria Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides decorative concrete options like stamped
and coloured finishes. If you’re looking for decorative concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Covent
Garden Market.
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Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete services for driveways, patios, and
walkways. If you’re looking for concrete installation in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Western University.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for homes and
businesses. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Fanshawe College.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work for curbs, sidewalks, and other
flatwork needs. If you’re looking for concrete flatwork in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Masonville Place.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete services for outdoor spaces like
patios and pool decks. If you’re looking for patio or pool-deck concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near
Springbank Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete contracting for residential upgrades
and new installs. If you’re looking for residential concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Storybook
Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for commercial
and industrial sites. If you’re looking for commercial concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near White Oaks
Mall.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work that supports long-term
durability. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Museum London.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for properties
across the city. If you’re looking for concrete services in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near The Grand Theatre.
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